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RIGHT HONORABLE 
RICHARD 
Lord Keble, one of the Lords 


Commiſſioners of the Great Seal 
| of E»gland , and the much Honored 
Aary his truly Virtuous and Re. 
ligious Lady , Grace 
and Peace. 


My honored Lord; 

\<8609Q Know nt where to find a fit- 
9 ter Patron for tears tban your 
DS AY Lora/pip , the conflant Series 
| 'WPH lh \ of whoſe happie ' daies , hath 
DEED ;4 a rxatt pattern of true 
' Piety , and but one intire Oblation of fin- 
|; cere Devotion : Greatneſs and gooaneſs are 
* - the beſt ſupporters of drcaying Holineſs ; ” 
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Tie Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

one ſhe is defended from ſuffering ill , 
' the other inconuraged im doing well. Theſe 
' high and happy Ornaments , together with 
7y nearneſs of blood unto your Honors 
neareſt relation , . and mine infant educa- 
tion in that gracious Family ( to which ( as 
to the happy inſtruments) 1 thankfully 
«ſcrive my firſt ingraftiags into Chriſt ) 
are ſtrong perſuaſions tp invite me to preſume 
2p9n your Honors Patronage of this ſmall 
tralt , and humbly to preſent you With 4 
raſt of ſuch wholſome fraits , as '( by divine 
smcreaſe ) have had their growth from thoſe 
precedent bloſſoms. If ever kneeling were 
in ſeaſon , now us the needfull time , when 
there i not onely wrath gone out from the 
Lord againſt 1 , but even the bloody Vialls 

ef his fierccft wrath are daily powred down *' 
::h9:n 18, I willingly confeſs 'my ſelf to have 
b:en too deep a ſharer in thoſe grievous ſins, 
which have inforced theſe heavy juage= 
ments ; what I cannot recall, ] deſire hear- 
tily ro bewail , and ( ax a true ſigne of mine 
aznfeigned ſorrow ) according to the mea- 
ſure of my weak, abilities , have penn'd theſe 
Folluwing lines : accept of them I biſeech 
you , as humbly devoted to your hmoys ſer- 
vice : and read them as the aiſturbed noti- 
ens of my difiracted meditations. That ho 


ly ; 


The Epiſtte Dedicatory. 

ly Providence which | hath direfled their 
ends , will ( ] truſt ) ſupply their aefelts, 
even this the leaſt of graines ( by that mer- 
cy ) miay become a fruitful tree , and 
branch it ſelf into matter of commemorat i- 
on to the learned , of -inſtrultion to the i2n9- 
rant ., of help to the wiak , of comfort to 
the willing , of joy to the . good , of terr:r 
to the bad , of happineſs ( I traſt ) to 
that .are direfted to it , and eſpecially x:it- 
their foules that ſtand in great ft wmicd «© 
comfort from it. . 

1 ſhall not preſume to wlarge my ſelf 
with wa(f expreſſions , becauſe I know y.ur 
Lordſhips more weightie affairs will not 
aamit of ſuch fruitleſs indeavours , 1 
Shall now onely crave your Honors leave , 
to end with Oriſons , as you have been both 
holy in your lives , ſo may -yin be happy in 


| | your -aeaths , bleſſed in your memorialls , 


may thoſe hopefull pledges of your loves gbe 
faithfull earneſts of your joyes , and future 
branches of the Churches Peace , may they 
all ( by your examples) go on cheerfully 
and joyfully , in thoſe paths of Picty which 
lead to reſk and quietneſs , that their ſeed- 
time being ſorrow , their harveſt may be 
Joy , that all tears may .be wip'd from their 
eyes ; all forrawes from their hearts , This 

. A 3 5 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
is ( my honored Lord) the moſt affe®ionate 


defire , as a kinſman , the moſt zealone as 
a Chriſtian , of - 


The moſt humble 


of all your Honors Seryants , 


Tho : Fettiplace. 
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BEOcs 
To the Chriſtian Reader 
All Chriſtian Conſolation. 

Reader, 


=-\ He miſcries of this diſt- effed ape are 
ſuch , and ſo many, that I know 
well, a ſfubjeR of joy would, in the 


' worlds eye, appear more ſeaſonable, and be 


far more acceptable , after ſuch a deluge of 


2 forrow ; butthatheart which is as truly ſen- 


1 
14 
'7 

J 


b ſible -of the weight of Sin , as of the burden 


of Miſery , will ſurely find , that there is no 


* © rrue joy but in godly ſorrow , that there is 


more complacency of ſoul in one repentant 
tear, thanin anage of pleaſure : with grief 
ofheart 1 confeſs , that much of my little time 


| hath beenwainly ſpent , Inow ( therefore ) 


willingly reſolve , to lament my loſt houres , 
and ſhal account it my chiefeft happineſs on 
earth., to ſpend my ſhort remainder , to my 
beſt advantage ,I beſ:ech thee therefore (for 
thine own ſake ) to conſider with mee , that 
God hath reſerved us unto the laſt, the worſt, 
e very dreggs of time ; that our tranſereſ- 

| +: A-4 ſtons 


A 


To the Reader. | 


fons are mnumerable , our- calamities un- 
matchible , our griefs unutterable , our 
houres, our minutes, -perhaps are few , and 
full of evill , that it were even now moſt jult 
with God to bring them to an entl ;, that 
Satans cunning is unſearchable., his malice 
implzcable, and ( without d.vine aſſiſtance ) 
unreſitable;that there is no one minute of 
our whole lives, in which we are not ex- 
poſed unto miny great dangers , both of 
ſouls and bodies ; and wee ſhall. then find , 
that it behoveth us to watch , and pray , tha 
it miinly concerneth us'to {tore our ſelves 
with ſuch fic remedies , as may either inable 
:n the. combat, or ſuppore us in the foil. 

Such hamble Confeſlions- , - and devour 
Prayers ,as ( by Gods mercy ) I have found 
zgreeable to mine own condition, I have 
h-re pabliſhed for the good of thine; and 
ſuch true comfort as I haveenjoyed inthem , 
{ trearti;y deſire mxy be derived to thee from 


them : And my humble:and moſt earneſt 


petition -unto-Almightie God is , that as wee 
hve been deep fhyrers in (inning and in ſuf. 
ering, fo wee may alſo be devout ſharers 
:7 forrowing, that the Vialls of our :eares, 
may pacifie che Vialls of his wrath , that fo 
his fierce anger may be appeaſed , our cryin 

{inns pardoned , our bad conſciences akekans | 
our bleeding hearts comforted ,-our aff 
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To the Reader. 


Suiſhing deſires relieved , our ſad diviſion, 


ended , our diſtreſſed Church reſtored , ov 
dear Country preſerved , and our ſinful 
ſouls and bodies eternally ſaved. 
'  Withthis happy reſolution of timely con- 
| trition,T joyſully imbrace thee , and ear- 
neſtly intreat to be imbraced by thee , that 
- bythis bleſſed Union of our ſouls upon Earth, 
% wee may at laſt enjoy each other , in thoſe 
\weer imbraces of Eternity , which is the 


. * cordial deſire , and ſhall be the daily and. 


devout prayer of, 


; I by ſervant 
in all good affeRtions and : 


hearty well-wiſhes in Chriſt Jeſus 


Tho : Fettiplace. 
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The Sinners Complaint, 


A H Lord ſo tong ' what ſudden fears? 


WVhat cares and doubts,what fighs and teares, 
Since laſt thay did*s afford thy loving looks 
Have me opreft , 
And roÞdof reſt , 
Becauſe thou Lord thy ſervant baſt forſook ? 


If not a look , yet bear me ſpeak 
And pittic ig 5 0 do not _ ; 
Thy bruiſed reed ;why ſhould*ft thou ſtrive with man 
Whoſe dayes are done , 
When but begun , 
Sith thou great God baſft meaſur'd out bis ſpan? 
eAmaze me not with fearful things ; 
Glwe me thy grace ,, O give me wings 
Of ſwift defire , and bely 2eal, to raiſe 
$5 Bi My ſoul to Skies , 
With powerfull cryes , 
That 1 may ſw:ctly warble forth thy praiſe, 


Thou wet, my Centye , fix me theve , 

Or move me 3n thy bleſſed Sphere | 

Suffer me not ( dear Lord ) to myve from bee , 
There s no reſt , 
But in thy Breſt , 

And in thine abſence preſent miſery. 


0 that I re at reſt with thee , 
' Or 


" s . 5 
GEES  HNCE it 24 


Lene x I" KSokL : 


er 7 Lo Df TORY 


nw 4 WAS OE 92 


The Sinners Complaint, 
2 Or elſe that thou wert come to mee , 
* Since in thin: abſence 1 am ſo diftreſt ; 
; . Thy wrathfull frown 
Hath thrown me down , 


: na rais'd a ftorm 1 in my p__ bref. 
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Come Lord , and cloſe theſe wretched eyes, 
s, !| Sublear'dwus:bfins and miſerics 
FM Reſolve this ering beart to tamer duft , 
| Which every day 
Thu fteals away , 
That it may riſe more joyfull and more juſt, 
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H' my Soul ' why ſo diſmard? 
Why ſo ſad , ſo ſore afraid ? 

Canſt thou think thoſe gracious eyes , | 

| Drencl?d in tears for thee , 2 

Can diſdain ſuch powerfull cryes ,. p 

Such bumility ? F 


. Sinners ſoules muſt ſorrow keep ,. 
Man may mourn , when God can weep, 


2, : an _ 


Sowl , thorigh thou haft done amiſs , 
et rejogce , for thou art bi. 
See , by ſoul was ſad todeath , 
In bu agony , 
' Sad tb-6aſe thy wofull breath , 
| In thy miſery. 
Be not faithleſs , but beleeve , 
Man may (igh , when God can grieve. 


Do not grudge to lend a tear , d 
Can} thou doubt , or. can'ft thou fear ? | 
Can'ft thou ſee bus bleeding beart | 
And not believe bim? | 
Wounded ſoul that bears a part , : 
Can-never grieve bim? 
Timely 


- When thou Canft not ſee bus face , 


- That thoſe ſinnes with-draw bis grace , 


The- Sinners Joy. 
Timely tears ave precious ſeed , 
Man may weep , when God can bleed. 


Be not ſo caft down ; Alaſs! 

See by ſoul firſaken was 

Frighted with bu. Fathers frown , . 
Left in patnes of hell : 

«Ah wby art thou ſo caſt down? 
Twas to make thes well; 

Doubt not , but admire bis coft 

Man may firay , when God was loft. 


Soul , when thou art left alone , 
Do not deem thy Saviour gone , 


Tx to let thee know 


| + Which og him ſo low: 
Sec where he in grave doth lie , ! 
Man may faint when God can dic. 


Weep no more , but Tipe thineicyes , TY 
See , Occ , thy Saviour riſe , 
Happie Soul , thy debts arc paid 0 
. He us aſcended ; 

Death is not , be not afraid , . 

== «AP woes arc ended; 
Erieve no more ,, believe and live , 
Man may take , when God can give. 


- wa 5 
' *2 DEO SALVATORI, © 
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Both Wilkth/: rebing Soul,and bended knee , 69S 


$v) Thy Servant vowes himſelf to thee : & 
;87 My God, accept a broken heart G9, 


9 © Bleeding for Sin ; O thou which art © «©, 


- = 
8g) 3 The Soveraign balm, voucb/MWM nee. G 4 4 
bon 2 ( My deareft Lord ) that Balm to mee. £9 


£ And granit(dear God thoſe fins of mine + £48 
5 May not obſcure coor grace of thine. 13S 


$211 Amen.” 2% 
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As; 
. Oh Inlighten with thy ſaving grace , HS C 
4 :; Thoſe eyes thou guideſt to this place , 3% ' 
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: THE SINNER'S 


| TEARS 
q The Entrance to the W ork. 


Here is no man but naturally des 
fireth Happineſs , even thoſe une 
happy ones that leaſt endeavour 
for 1t , have oftentimes an cars 


\ | Sec fs to it 3 there can be 
Z Yo true HipptMrſs without Peace , no true 
2 Peace without Holineſs , without offering vio« 

: "Jence to our corrupt affeQtions , without ran» 
+ ſaking our ſoules and ſearching ont the very 
+ ſecrets of our Sinful] hearts : the wordling may 

' be outward'y merry , but none but the ſons of 

ſorrow can be inwardly contented;that outward 

' Joy may delight for a ſeaſon , but this inward 

Peace remaineth for ever. , ; 
| Peace is the richeſt Jewell 'in a Chriſtians 
Cabinet , the choiſeſt Legacy that Cheiſt be- 

 queathed ro his chuſen ones 3 in it there:1s a 
- _ complication of all Bleffings, and without it 
v anexpcRation of all Miſerics; there 1sno attai- 
ning to it , but by the ſearch of him who is the 
giver of it; there is no following this ſearch , 
but by that path which. leadeth ro the ready 
. | way, and there is but one guide that can direQ} 
'us unto that path : Bleſſed God,there is no way 

| unto 


rs mae as 
” * 


| The Sinner's Tears. 


© unto thee but by thee , thou art life , and thou 


art the way to that life , and thou art the guide 


'*. To that way z thou Lord art all in all unto me , 


and therefore., ſhalt be now and ever praiſed 
by me. | 
In all awfull reverence to thy ſacred Ma- 
jeſtie ,/in fear and rrembling at the ſight of thy 
ſevere Juſtice to impenitent finners', in ſerious 
apprehenſion of thy ſweet merey fn forbearing 
me a miſerable wretch,and with unfeigned ſor- 
row and humilitic of heart for grieving thy 
ood Spirit, I here dedicate the ſhortremainer 
of my finfull dates to thy ſervice; In thy nam:, 
and in thy fear, I begin my diſcourſe, who art 
the God of peace , by whoſe holy Spirit I am 


ouided to this happy ſearch : Lord, fead meg 


em it by the ſame Spirit, that I may become an 
inſtrument of glory unto thee , of happineſs to 


| thine , of reſt ro mine own ſoul: 


CH AP. 7. 


I 


Upon the conſideration of our ſinfull thoughts tou- 


ching the Sacred Demtie , with holy cautions to + | 


order uur Devotions arizht. 


Lord, 
* Then ſcrioufly confider what thou art 


( the leaſt glimps of whoſe eternall glo- | 


iy I'can no way ſee but: by conceiving what 
thou art not ) when I look upon the vaſt 


+ diſtance between thee the bleſſed Creator, and F 
mee thy finfull Creature , I cannot but wonder |; 
at thy great patience , at thy rich goodneſs, at 


My 


thine endleſs mercy towards mee. 


F 
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The Sinner's Tears. 3 WM 


My whole life from my nativitie hath b-en. 


» A continue courſe of ſinzuineſs againtt rice , 


Bf Ft Pt, 3.» 


mine ations highly rebe{lious , my. thoughts 


' ſinfully wicked , even the very beſt of them a 


dark, confuſed , indigeited heap of miſconcet- 
vings of thy ſacred Majeſtic. 

T hou (Lord) art an Eſſence moſt glorious , 
moſt inconceivable , eternalite 1njoying Bleſ-_ 
ſe.Ineſs in the fruition of thy ſelf ; thy Centre 
is every where, thy Circuwference no where 3 
thou admitreſt nut of A'ijgmentatton,nor of Di- 
minution ; no length of time is beyond thee,n9 
depth of wiſdome beneath thee , no height of 
glory above thee, no bredrh of mercy beſide 
thee : Thou art O Lor( a moſt pure, fimple,and 


' eternall being ; Pare without matrer , without 


form; Simple withoat mixture,without compo» 
ſitionzEternall, without beginning,withour end: 
no Created being can expreſs thee, no- 1magi- 
nation concei @ thee , no underſtanding utter 
thee:when I think. of thee as thou arr,the bright 
beam-s of thy glory amaze mee 3 when con- 
ceive-of the? what thou art not , the terrors 
of mine own hcart affright mce 3 even but the 
Lea{t: thought of-this kind is 1mpious , ſeeing 
that hereby I do not 'onely rob thee-of thy gla- 
ry., bur even deprive thee of thy ſcli : and yer 
Lord, as thy being is m9it h gh, fo 1s the ſearch 
thereyf mott necei{ary, becauſe from it(as from 
the bleſſed fountain) I enjoy my preſent, I ex- 
ſpe&> my future happineſs; and unto 1t with 
joy of heart, and earncitneſs of ſoul , I defire 


{ ſhould run the current| of my praiſes in' this 


lite, of my Allelujaes in that to come. | 


WhenlI find (therefore) any corporall part 
appropriated. 


ang; NI 
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appropriated to the Divine nature, I there ſee 2? 
thee graciouſly deſcending to the weakneſs of ; 


my frail and infirm nature , and ever bleſs rhy 
holy came that vouchſafzſ| to declarethy ſelt, 
not as thou art,but as I am: Thine Eye (Lord) 
is thy Wiſdom, thy Righ: hand thy Powerg hy 
ſitting thine, Immutability , thy Standing thy 
Fortitude ,. thine Anger thy Juſtice in pu- 
nithing , thy Repentance thy Mercy in pard9- 
ning,thyHatred of fin thy Holineſs,thy grieving 
thy Loving kindneſs , thy Patience aud long 
ſuffering thy Goodneſs; all are thy ſelt. 
Neither is it enough for me. to conſider the 


Divine nature in Unitie of Effence, un'eſs I go ' 


yet further and fird a Trinity of Perſons;to be 
curious in this ſearch is dangerous , to be care» 
leſs damnab!e; nothing may be here ſafely ſeen, 
but what is graciouſly revealed : Lord no man 
can ſee thee as thou arr in thy ſelf , ſuffer mce 
therefore to ſee thee as thou art. unto us, that 
I may know thee, and love thee,and delizht in 
the, and be for ever known and loved of thze. 

If there were not aneternity of bzing , then 
It may be truly ſaid that not being was before 
_ being , and ſo that being had its riſe from not 
being , by cauſing it ſelf to bz when jt was 
not 3 So ſhou'd Privation which was etcrnally 
evill., produce thit glorious being wh ch 1s 
eternally good : Seeing this cannot be , 1t will 
hence ful:ow , that being was from al! eterni- 
ty, and that this being was eternally Good 3 
for that which was good in the effe&, maſt 


needs be.far more eminent:y good in the cauſe. |; 


That this e:ecnall good being mult be alſo 
inficjte, becauſe eternity ic ſelf 15 infinites That 
| this 


* 
4 


* 
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> this infinite eternall good being , wuſt be of 

” infinite power, to continue infinitely 5 that this 

- infinite power, muſt alſo bte of infinite unders- 

- ſtanding, to ſupport and preſerve this eternall 

: infinite good beeing 3 and this infinite under- 

: ſtanding 1s Gol, 

+ Whece there is an infinite underſtanding,rthere 
muſt alſo be an infinite obje& to be underſtood 
| els could it not be infinitely atttve,and ſoſhould 
: both etcrnity and infinitie ſuffer diminution 
{ and become defeRtive , which were for them 

# both to be and not to be,which 15 1mpoſhble 3 

- and ſeeing there carbe no objet infinite out of 

_ God ; therefore this eternall infinite and ever- 

7 bleſſed obje& , muſt of neceſſity be God. 

Where there is an infinite un1erſtanding,and 

an infinite obje to be underſtood, there cannot 

chooſe but be an infinite and eternall love ; for 

- from this infinite Underſtanding of this infini- 

* tely amiable and for ever blefſed objet, the ec 

+ muſt nzeds proceed an infinite delight, whereby 

” it infinitely injoycth its own, excellency , and 


Pere reflefteth on the beauty of its own 


| perfeCtion ; els this infinite eternall underſtan- 
ding ſhould want power to enjoy this infinitely 
: atmiable objeR,and ſo ſhould be neither good, 
- infinitegnor etcrnallz and this infinite and eters - 
- nall love is God. 
; Now becauſe this Underſtanding,ObjeR and 
\; Love are all infinite,and that whatſoever is in- 
7 finite muſt of neceſſity bz God ; it will from 
4 thence truly and undoubted!y follow , that this 
# Underſtanding is God, this Objet God,and this 
Z Love God. And becauſe it is as equally impoſe 


q ible that there can be any more than one infis 
nite, 
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The Sitner's Tears, 


G6 


nite , th:refore it will as aTuredly follow that } 


theſe three arc one, three in Exiſtence , one in 


Effence,three in Or(cr, one in Eternity; three 
perſons, one ererna'l, infinite, gloriuus, income # 
preaenſible , wiſe God ; to whom he glory for # 


ever. Amen. 
T kis 15 that blefled Father, Son, and Ho'y 


Spirit, that ineffable, moſt myit:rions Trinity. | | 


in Unity , eternaily injoying bleſſefneſs 1n its 
own Effencc;T his is that ble!le.{ inter-unton of 
that ever bleited Spirit, that mo{t unſpea'ab e, 
immutable, incomprehenſible truttion ot ecer- 
na!ll joy, at which the bl:ſcd Ange!ls ftand 
amazed,in which the b'cf{ed Saints ſhall fivectly 
rclt themſelves for cver. 

All this, and infinitely more than this,thou art 
Lord in thy (elf, thy Wiſdom, Juſtice, Mercy, 
Truth, Power, Holineſs, and whatſoever other 
Attributes thou art pleas*d to take unto thy D1- 
vingEſTence,are unto thee one,although unto us 
divers; Ant rhoy art therefore pleaſed diverſly 
to mani ct{t thy ſelf unto us, becauſe we cannor 
otherwiſe conceive thy being,than according to 
thine outward working ; thy diſtin&t.operations 
are unto us the divers Indications of thine eter- 
nall, undivided, and for ever bleſſed effence. 

Aud now Lord , who can ſee thee thus and 
live? I have hitherto ſeen nothing but deſtrudti- 
ou to my body , amazement to my ſoul : In 
thine eflence there is light inacceſſible , unto 
wiich no mortall'eyc can approachzin thine at- 
tributes terror unutterable,trom which no tnor- 
tall man can. eſcape; : Thy wiſdom trying my 


corrupt h-art,and icoarching my fintull.reine+; $ 

T hy )uttice mok ſevere;ftcartull in the pronun: |} 
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f ſacre{ word; Thy Holineſs is ſuch ,thar even the 
bleffed Angells are impure in thy f.. hr 3 what 


# then ſhall bec>m2 of me a miſerabie wretcn,the 


thoaghts of whuſe heart are only evill,and that 
continually? were it not tor thy rich mercy , I 
were loſt for ever 5 by this alone I am for ever 
re:oncil'd unto ihe, aud ſhall erernally be 
blefſed with thee. 

I can here with joy unſpeakable and glorious 
behold thee my loving Father atfed&ionarcly 
imbracing me 11 Chri:t from all eternity ,by the 


| ſweet working of thy holy Spirirz this is thar 


rruly-blelſcd vifion of the ſacred and mf 1aus 
Trinity in this 11 e of Grace, that will [UF ever 
maxe me truly happy in that ot Glory. Lori{,it 
I find thee not Three in One to my foul's com- 
fort in this life , I ſhall never be tound ot thee 
to be blcife(l in thee in that to come. 

Without thy Power it had not b:en decreed, 
without thy Wiſdom 1t had never been ated , 


- without thy Love it had never been finiſhell . 


Here in a ſevere Judge I joyfully behold a mer- 


= cifu 1 Redezmer ; in a glorious Divinity a rrue 


Humanity,uiited to the Deiry,nor mixed with 
ir 3 Be:orc I had three perſons in one Eflence X 
h.zc Ihave two Matures in onePerſon,God and 
Man , one Cirtit-, in whom , and by whom , I 
have a joytull intercſt and undoubred union in 
the Go-thead. Here 1s the Father promiſing,the 
Son pertorming , the holy Spirit confirming. 
T his is alone that blefled fight os: God , that 
bringe:! a 
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F ciation, dreadfall in the exccution 3 Thy truth : 
F admitieth of no alteration ; no-Judgem -nt pro- 
* nounced bur precilcly fullfilledd; Heaven and 
Earth ſhail-paſs away, but nor one tittle of thy 
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bringeth reſt and quietneſs to myweary ſoul:To 
know him to be myGod,to have ſuffered for my 
fin , and riſcn again for my Juftification. To 
fin him ſupporting , ſuſtaining me 1n my in- 
firmitics, relieving my wante, chaſtiſing my er- 
rors, revenging my wrongs , repairing my 
breaches , dire&ing my wayes , proteQing my 
pesſon; wounding, rending, breaking my obdu- 
rate heart 5 crcaring in me a c'ean heart, and 
renewing a right Spirit within me 3 bemoaning, 
bewailing mine iniquities 3 inviting , nay com- 
pelling me to mercy and forgiveneſs. 

Seeing now , O my Soul, that Gods being in 
himſelf is incomprehenſible ; and his Love in 
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Chriſt unutterablezwith what filial fear ſhouldit | 
thou think of him , with what awfulncſs name |} 


'him,with what reverenceand preparedneſs pray 
unto him,with what heat of affection love him, 


with what carefulneſs and conſcience fear to of- 


fend himzwith what cheerfulneſs and holy dili- 
gence devote thy ſervice to him ? 


Blefſ:4 Lord, 


Szeing that I am utterly unable of my ſelf to | 


comprehend thee,0 let me be graciouſly compre- 
hen.ed of thee,that corruption may be ſwallowed 


up of immortality , and bumane frailty of ctcr- j 


nall glory, t / 
As thou haſt given me an underſtanding in 


part ty know thecſo give me alſo affeions wnti- | 


rely to love thee , ang fixed reſolutions to adhere 


unto thee;that as thou art truly and eternally one þ 


#1 thine Eſſence , and yet diftinaly three in thy 


Peyſons,fo I may be truly and entirely one in my 
obeatencegalthough diftinEly three in my facul- 
$ics 
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rics;that all may be but onc,and that a pleaſing 
ſacrifice of praiſes unto thee of profit unto others, 
of comfort to my ſelf. 

Forgive my miſconceivings of thy ſacred Ef. 
ſence , myraſh approaches to thy beavenly pre» 
ſence, my cold, careleſs,irreligious thoughts, dis 
flrafted words,undecent ations. Ihrd,1 am ſail- 
ing on the flormy ſex of ignorance and miſery, 0 
be thou my ſure Plot to dives me,my ſweet calm 
to refreſh me,my ſafe harbour to receive me; for 
of thee , and through thee , and to thee, arcuall 
things , to thee be glory for ever. Amen. 


CHAP 5 


Upon the conſideration of Gods Love , and mans 
Onthankfulneſs. 


A Meditation ſuited to the Moyning., 
Bleſſed God , 


Hen I conſider of the richneſs , of thz 
largeneſs , of the conſtancy of thy love 

ro man , of mans vilencſs and untowardneſs 
unto thee his God,I ſtand amazed at thy good- 
neſs,and mine own unthanktu!-reſs- How great, 
and invaluable a bleffing do I enjoy in being 
made partaker of the glorious lighr of this pre- 
ſent day? how vile and.unwort iy am I rhat rc- 
ceive it ? how great and glorious art thou that 
giveſt it ? Thou,O Lord, art light inacceſſible, 
unro which no mortall eye can approachzhefore 
whoſe glortousMajeſty the bleiſed Angels ſtand 
amazed 3 and I am duſt and aſtes', yea worſe , 
Lord,(for dutt was thy creation, and therefore.in 
Irs entity was good before I was duſt I was not 
; at 
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at all : Taisnot berng,by thee became a being , 
this being beanrifuil , this beauty 1mmorrta.l 3 
and withour thee this happy being is azain be- 
come far worſe than not to* be. 

What can be more vain,more empty than no- 
thing ? ah wo is me, am now become tar worſe 
than nothing 3 thou madft me all goodneſs, and 
that goodnefs might have made me all bleifed- 
neſs ; bur I have mide my ſelf all fin , and this 
fig harh maile me all miſery;there was darkne 
in not being , bur that Uarkneſs wag incapable , 
there 1s greater darxneſs in being 1/1 5 tor thi: 
darkneſs 1s moſt capable of the privation of all 
1;zht of comforr in this lice ,'of the truition of 
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the blackneſs of darkneſs in teli for ever. | F 
T his, Lord,was my condition in nature, and | 
withouc thy gracious help muſt have been to for | fk 
; 


ever. Let me now ſee what my condition}1s by 
Grace, by which I en,oy not only the light ot 
nature ( without which my life would prove 
nacomfortable ) but alſo a ſweet and ſafe aiſy- 
ranc* , thar thou wilt-by thts happy I:ght con- 
dutt me fately ro the bleſſed light of Glory. 
Blefſed Lord, I can now look no way but re 
happineſs, I now find a true ſweetneſs and come 
poſedineſs of ſoul, a conſtant and courageous 
ſetle.ineſs of hearr, even in the very heighth of \ 
a'l the diſturbances of Narure , of all the inun- 4, 
dations of Sin,of all the flutuarions of Sorrow, 
of all the Machinations of Saran : from thc 
ſweet fountain of thy mcrcy,arifc thoſe preciou 
{treames of Conſolation , which abundautly 
rcheve mce 11 this barren wilderneſs, | 
I find indeed a law in my members, conti4 
nuaily rebeliing againlt the law of my mir.d 
Þu 
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but I find alſo thy grace to bee ſufficient for 
mee,by which I am victorious here, and ſhallbe 


- triumphant hereafter : Satan may ſtrive to win- 


now mee like wheat, but this ſhall make mee the 
purer for thy Granary. I now find atotall and a 


| bleſſed change of the whole man; mine afﬀfe&1ons 
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which formerly were capiſvated unto fin , in- 
tirely devoted to thy ſervice; my lovewith holy 
Darid wonderfullto thy law , my hatred per- 
fe& againſt fin , my deſire eager for thy pre- 
ſence-, my fear aſtoniſhing in thine abſence, my 
delight in.thy promiſes raviſhing , my joy in 
thy performances tri1umphing. 

By theſe rich indowments of thine,I am wrapt 
up above the rcachof humane miſery ; all vain 
and empty defires of the befotting pleaſures of 
this life appear truly as they are , but thornegs 
and bryars , to diſturb the growth cf my telici- 
ty 3 how ſweet is their loſs for thy gain ? how 
eaſily , how willingly,how joytully, how thank- 
fully , are all theſe foggy miſts of tgnorance, 
and crror happily diſperit , by the bright raycs 
of my enſuing glory. 

Befide the ſe fawning enemies of Peace which 
fatter to unquietneſs , I am now able to in- 
counter with thoſe other which affright the 
ſoul even in th2ir ficſt appearance, and are ablc 
to dejedt the cxrnall man even to aftoniſhmenr, 
and utterly to expoſe him to the tyranny of 
fin , and torture of puniſhment : ſuch Lord is 
the vaſt difference bertiveen the bleſſed ones of 
thy fold , and thoſe unhappy ones which ſtray 
trom thee imo the ſtrange paſtures of impiery. 

No ſorrow can ſurprize mee but for fin , and 
even thts too thou makelit to increaſe my joy : 

6. what 
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what aMidion can be evil,which is thy phyſick, 
who art the fountain of all good ? if it be grie- 
vous in the taſt , is is joyous in the effeRs ; if I 


mark the happy cloſe , I muſt with joy confeſs, ; 


that theſe bitter ſtorms wil end in bleſſed calms, 
will bring to my remembrance thoſe grievous 
finns that brought my Saviour to thoſe bitter 
groanes,Will force mee from the ſorrowes of this 
life,to my Celeſtiall harbour,will bring mee on 
my knees to ſee mine own vileneſs, will inrich 
mee with the graces of humilitie, and patience, 
and together with them the ſweet injoyments of 
thy bleffed Spiritzand if ſo,how can I complain 
6t want, when in ſtead of carth I enjoy heaven ? 

Lord, what can he fear that 1s afſurcd' of thy 
favour?afflittions,tribulations,croffes, finns, Sa- 
tan, D:ath, hell it ſelf ſhall work to mine ad- 
vantaze:as my croſs is more grievous,my Crown 


* ſhall be more glorious 5 where fin and Satan 


have been moſt prevailing , there Grace and 
Goodneſs ſhallbe more triumphing. How truly 
ſweet Lord is the inviolable peace of thy ſaints? 
who powerfully compelleſt even the ver; rage 
of carth and hell to work to their advantage. 
Lord fanihe the trialls af this life unto my 
ſinfull-ſon!, that by my patient ſufferings with 


my Saviour here , I may have peace with him, 


and by him hereafter, 
I have hitherto looked on mine inward haps 
pineſs ; if I now ca(t mine eyes upon mine out- 


ward , I ſhall there ſee that all theſe outward F# 
bleſſings alſo are moſt peculiarly belonging to } 
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the Saints 5 the wicked ones of the world arc || 


robbers, and ſhall one day give an account of 


their thettz children, friends,ttrangers,even our | 
| very | 
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very enemics,are protetted, preſerved,inriched, 
bleiſed for our ſakes; ſo was Foſeph and his bre= 
thren for Faceb,Zoar for Lot, Potipher for Foſeph, 
the Centurion and ſouldiers for St. Paul : And 
if thou ( Lord ) wilt look ſo lovingly upon the 
children of this world for thine ele& ſake, how 
gratioufly wilt thou one day look upon thoſe 
ſonnes that ' ſhall be made partakers of thine 
own inheritance ? 

Who would not now bee holy? ſecing that in 
this bleſſed condition, there is not only ſafety 
inviolable,but peace unttcrable , ſafety in life, 
and ſweetneſs in death. 

And now Lord , when I enquire for what 
cauſe thou giveſt me all this, I find nothing but 
thy mcer love unte mezwhen Iask what thou re- 
quireſt for all this,I hear thee demand no thing 
but the return of love: what 1s more caſy., what 
more ſweet , than love ? and what obje& more 


. aimable, than that glorious being that 15 the per- 


feQtion of all love, 8& tnat love the beauty of all 
perfeQion? Thou canſt not give, Lord,what thou 
haſt not,the glory of thy creation 1s but a glimps 
of that greater glory of thine eſſence; Lord who 
can deny thee Love ? how ſiveet is this yoak , 
how light this burden! when I love thee,I enjoy 
thee , and my ſelf in thee , I poſſeſs thee, I reſt 
1n thee for ever. O my God,all that thou giveſt 
mee , all that thou requireſt ot mee, is to make 
mee happy , to thee be glory for ever. Amen, 


Bleſſed Lord , 
Al this T juyfully confeſs thou baſt done for 
mee, and get the whole courſe of my corrupt life 
bath been nothing elſe but a continued Rebelli- 
+ B 4 92 
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on againſt thee : mine Eyes full of Adultery,my 
tongue of Corrupt communication , my hands 
of oppreſſion , mine cares open to iniquity, my 
heart full of hypocriſy , my feet Lame in thy 
paths,and ſwift to walk in the wayes of ſinners, 
my whole man nothing elſe but the very body of 
death, and deftrufion. i 

I have ſinned againſt precepts, againſt prom - 
ſes, againſt mercies, againſt judgments, againſt 
the checks of mine own conſcience, and the bleſs 
ſed motions of thy boly Spirit-z Ihave even temps 
td my temptations, by making daily and hourely 
proviſions for fin ,and have been ſo farr from ſur- 
rowing for all this , that I have reſolved to con» 
tinue yet fill. And yet ſogreat s thy compaſſion 


; towards mee , that ſill thou ſtoreſt up new ne2r- 


cies for mee. 

Lord , 1 bewail my weakneſs ; I lament my 
willfulneſs,T abhorr my filthineſs; T heartily de- 
fere,and earncfily endeavour t1 unrip my ſoul,to 
ranſack my heart , to unlock the very ſecrets 
of my thoughts,that I may have all my fins con- 
tinually befure mee , even in thei? worſt appea- 
rances 3 and I may loath thew and leave them , 
and obtain thy gracious pardon for them. 

I confefſe, Lord, that I am utterly unworthy 
zo enjy thu bleſſed light , which I have ſo much 
abuſed to thy great diſhmour 5 much more the 
light of Grace , by which thou leadeſt me to 
#hat of Glory ; and that it Twere more juſt with 
thee , for ever to deprive me of theſe happy 
tights , and to expoſe me tothe zerrors of cter- 
nall darknefſe. 

Lord, 1 bave finned , and cannot chuſe but 
fin ; I am a great and grievous ſinner , _ yet 

an 
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Fam thy child 3 have pity upon me , have pity 
upon me , for I am in miſcry : into the boſume 
of thy tender love , I thruſt my finfull ſoul for 
ſafety and prote&ton. : 

0 let not thy juſtice triumph in my ruine , but 
thy mercy tn my deliverance , ſo ſhalt thou have 
the glory , and I the ſwectneſſe of mine eternall 
happineſſe. 

Hear me , O Lord , and kelp me , for thy 
name ſake , for thy promiſe ſake , for thy Sens 
ſake. Amen. y 


CHAP. 3. 


Tpon the conſideration of Divine Providence. 
A Meditation for Noon. 
Bl:ſſed Ged , 


vw Ithout thy holy providence no crcatu- 
re can ſubſilt , by thine Allmighty 


power they were created out of nothing , 
and jf thou ſhouldit not ſuſtain them, they 
muſt needs return to nothing : how wiſely, 
how wonderfully doeſt thou guide , and govern 
theſe inferiour creatures ? All things are at once 
diſpoſed of by thze , and move ſucceſſively to 
their appointed ends : but above all , how gra- 
ciouſly haſt thou provided for the good of man? 
what varieties of food,how ſecretly, how {w2et- 
ly diſpoſed it to ſuſtentation ? No creature 
can be nourithing without thee , and with thee 
I enjoy not onely nutriment , but delettation : 
how ſwzer. is this thy goodneſle to my b6dy ? , 
how much more ſweet thy mercy to my ſoul? . 
and it thy temporail reireſhments are-ſo good , 

A i how 
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thy Saints and Angels are delighted ? 
Lord,how undeſerving amTI of theſe thy many 
favours? Thou giveſt rain to the earth, and it 
becometh fruitfull 5 thou loadeſt me daily with 
thy bleſfings , and Loe I amunthanifull ; even 
thoſe. creatures that are inſenſible, are daily 


- nouriſht into augmentation, and man- alone , 


whom thou haſt made to live for ever , cons 
tents himſelf with daily diminution. 

T hiswofully appears by my deadneſs and dul- 
zeſs1n myChriſtian calling,by my backwardneſs 
toHoly Duties, by my careleſncefſe and coldneſſe 
in prayer , wearineile in reading, irkſomenetle 
in meditation , by my faint Hope , ſick Faith , 
Juke-warm Love , frozen Charity , lame Pati- 
ence, languiſhing Zeal,and all thoſe other viſt- 
ble decayes of Goodneſs , which are none other 
than the very ſymptomes of a dying ſoul. 

Ah now, Lord,how miſerably deformed muſt 
I needs appear in thy fight , that am thus ugly 


:n mine own ! Thou that hadſt compaſſion on ' 


me wh-n IT was in my blood, and then ſaidſt un- 
to me, Live; that haſt waſhed me clean from 
fin and pollution , and eſpouſed me into thine 
own boſom , wilt thou alſo love me in death ? 
Wilt thou court me inthe grave ? How juſtly 
m1zhreſt thou for ever leave me to mine own 
ruin, that can ſo caſilygſo willingly forſake thee, 
for the pleaſures of fin ; and yet how ſweetly , 
how atfe@ionately doeſt thou order all things 
for me ? Even my very'ins invite me to a more 
hapÞy , to a nearer Union with thee. 


To thee therefore , O my God , the life of my 
os 
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l:fe , the very being , and aſſured comfort of my 
finfull ſoul ,and wretcked body , do Iaddreſs any 
ſelf for mercy and forgiveneſs. 

T1 confeſs my ſelf unworthy of thy gracions 
providence in ſuſtaining this frail and infirm 
body , much morc unworthy ( 0 Lord ) of thine 


«nſpeakable love, in revining, relieving ambra- * 


cing my deformed ſoul. | 
Blefſed Lord who am I of whom thou art thus 


_ tenderly compaſſionat:? Wien I was inthe womb 


I was defiled with ſin , when I came ous of it Z 
Was Covered with ſhame 3 the World bewitched 
me , the Fleſh boſotted me , the Devill beguiled 
me. 

Lord, when no eye pittied me,then thou badſt 
mercy on me 5 and now at laſt when I am run 
from thee , when I bave adulterated my firſt 


' *Love, when 1 am becoms poor and wretched , 


and miſcrablc,and blind, and naked,thou freely 
forgiveſt me , thou calleſt me thy fair one , and 
giveſt me thy love. 
0 my God , 1 admire thy Goodneſs, I deplore 
and abhor mine own wretchedneſs 5 0 let the 
ſweetneſs of thy love im Chriſt inflame the dying 
ſparks of my benummed ſoul to praiſe thee with- 
out ceaſing. . 
 Expatiate my narrow thoughts , with daily 
contemplation of my heavenly home, with joyful 
expeftation »f the ſweet fruition of Eternity $ 
O give me ſuch a bleſſed raptaſie of ſoul , that I 
may live above the reach of humane miſery , 
and reign with thee hereafter in immortal 


glory. 
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CHAP. +4 
Upin the confuderation of the ſinfulneſs , ſhort+ 


neſs , and uncertaintic of life. 
A Meditation ſuited to the Evening. 
' Lord, | 
Hen I call to mind how many days 
have paſt mewithout bending of a knee, 
Hey many nights I have gone prayerleſs to 
bed , I may weti worider that I am this hour a- 
live to ſpeak unto thee : I have been too wi- 
mindfull of thy holy providence,and am there- 
fore utterly unworthy of thy mercitull proteQ1- 
on : Few, and full of evill have my dayes been 
' in the houſe of my pilgrimage ,'I know not 
how ſoon I may goe hence, and yet I ſtill live, 
' as if I knew not why TI came hither. . 
I am many wayes invited to my heavenly 
home 3 how ſweetly doeft thou wean from 
.the miſeries of life, by the bleſſedneſs of death! 
- By this Evenings reſt of my body I am put in 
mind of that eternall reſt of iy ſoul : This 
dayes ending tells me that the end of all things 
is at hand , that the faſhion of this world paſs» 
cti , afd that all things ſhall'become new : As 
this hour is the Evening to this day, ſo thisday 
( for ought I know ) may be the Evening.to my 
whole life 3 I cannot challenge to my ſelf one 
minute more 3 how vain am I to promiſe dayes 
\ and years? Lord , in the whole carrent of rhy 
Sacred Story I find but onely one , that durſt 
preſume upon ſo large a recxoning , and him 
thou branicit with the name. of Fool : Let his 
tolly 
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folly ( Lord ) be my inſtruction, ſo ſhall I ac- 
count. each day my Jaſt,and neither care to !1vCy 
nor tear to dye. 

How many have been ſnacht out of this lite , 
how ſuddenly , and to mans eye how feartully ? 
How unſpeakable is thy mercy unts me to ſpare 
me for repcntance ? how often and kow earneſt- 
ly haſt thou invited me to mercy ? how cold!y, 
and how carcleſly have I retuſed theſe thy gra- 
ctous offers ? ſtill I fin, and ſtill thou frigtveit, 
and ( which is the height of my jmpiety ) I 
th-refore am mare ard more evill againſt thee, 
becauſe thou art more and more gracious unto 
me5 and ir were now moſt juſt with thee, even. 
this very niom?nt, to put a period to tny {intuil 
life. ne 

Lord, Let thi: teach me ro improve the ſhort 
remnant of my dayes to thy ſervice, amd that L 
may endeavour ſo to doe, I wil preſcribe my 
ſel: theſe ſollowing rules. 

Each evening ſhall take a ſtri& account of 
that dayes traffique for my ſoul, and where L 
find my ſclf a lofer , I will labour for ſupply, 
When Iawa'ce , my firſt rhoughts ſhall begin 
with the2, irom whom I have my fifſt being : 
Nothing will more truly repreſent me,zo my 
ſelf, than the firſt view of inine affeRtions;1f my 
firſt thoughts. be ſeaſoned with grace , my to!- 
lowing actions will” favour of: zoodne(s. My 
care ſhall be more ro dreſs my foul , than to 
trim my body 3 I will think no pains too great, 
no ornaments too rich to make her beautifull. 
One devout figh from a contrite heart, is of 
more worth ( 1n thy fight ) than an hours task 
of Lip-devotion. My affc&ions are the ſoul of 

| B. 5 my 


- 


20 TheSinner's Tears. 
my words, without which , I ſpeak onely , but 
pray not : when my prayers are cold, my hopes 


may well be comfortleſs. My ſet hours for De- | 
votion ſhall be conſtant ; no pretence of nature * 


ſhail debar me of this happineſs : The Lovers 
*eyes arc often glancing on the pleaſing obje& 
that delights him 3 1f my affedtions be ſincere : 
my looks wall be amorovs , I ſhall often ſteal a 
fweet Ejaculation to ſatisfie. the longing of my 
Love-fick foal. WhenTI can thus bring the day 
ro an end , my lite will be comfortable , my 
death happy , and I may then ſay with'holy 
David,that I wil lay me down in peace, and take 
my refs , for it u thou Lord onely that makeſt me 
dw.l in ſafety. . 

B'efſed Lord,in the morning of my Creation 
thou gaveſt me unto my ſelf, in the evening of 
my Redemption thou gaveſt thy ſelf unto me + 
My Creatian was wonderfull, my Redemption 
aſtoniſhing. As this dayes light is obſcured for 
the reſt of my body, ſo wert thou the bleſſed 
and eternall Light tor the reſt of-my foul. Thou, 
O bleſſed Saviour , art my light to dire& me, 
my heat to comfort me , my ſweet and ſafe re» 
pole eternally to-refreſh me. 


Gracious God , . 
With bumble and dejeQed heart T ack for- 


giveneſs of the many failings of my ſinfull life ' 


paſt' , recall my finfull thoughts to my remem- 
brance : Lord , as the burthen of them us intol- 
derable , ſo let my grief for them be unutterable. 
Lord, open mine eyes that I may ſee the foul- 
2c: , and the filthineſs of ſin , and apprebend 
the greatneſs of thy wrath againſt it, 
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Forgive thoſe aftuall fins which this dayes 
light bath witneſſed z Lord,give me a godly ſor- 
row for them , a perfet hatred againſt them ,. 
a fixed and a conſtant reſolution to forſake 
them. 

Lord,cleanfe me from my ſecret and unknown 
fins, and kcep me, for hy mercy ſake , that da- 
ring and perſumptuous fins may never have do- 
mM1nion over me. K. 

Make me a carefull Stexward of that pretious- 
time Thich thou baſt given me , withdraw my 
affeftions from the vain pleaſures of this ſanfull 
life,and grant that all the dayes of my appointed 
tsme 1 may wait readily and ehcarfully until: 
my change ſhall come. 


CHA P: "A 
Upon our approaching unty Gods Houſe. 


Lord , 

Here 1s no mortall man worthy'to ſtand at- 

thy door , much leſs ro appear in thy 
preſence; and yet how ofcen have I preſumed- - 
ro approach unto thee withour that prepared- 
neſs of heart , without that dejedtion of ſoul;,, 
without that true and holy reverence thar be» 
cometh thy child. 

I am now going out of Egypt into Canaan ,, 
out-of Bondage into Freedom: The finfull rrou- 
blesof this life are my ſouls Taskmaſters,to load 
it with a burthen inſupportable , and this is 
that place of ſacrifice , that Mount of God , te- 
eaſe and:ſolace it. 

Conſider therefore, O'my ſoul,in what rcati- 
on. 
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on thou now itandeſt to thy God : It thou art a 
true Iſraclite, thou wilt look back upon thy 
drudgery, and deſpiſe it,and offer up thy ſelf a 
living ſacrifice with cheerfulneſs, with thankfu!- 
neſs of heart. If thou art Gods child,thou wilt 


love to be in Gods houſe 3 Long tor Gods pre- | 


ſenc2, thirſt for his favour,delight in his Word, 
and rejoyce to be often at his Table : Thou 
wilt make it thy chicteſt joy to be ofcen in that 
places Ton whence thou mayſt expect thy chict- 
eſt good. 

Lord ( by thy grace aſſiſting ) I will now un- 
cloath my ſelf ot all earthly affeRtions, I will 


call ro mind unto whoſe preſence I approach , ' 


and wherefore 3 that I am going trom th1s 
Church Mi.itant, to that Triumphant ; that 
thou, Lord,art as truly preſent:here in Grace , 
as there in Glory (unteſs therefore I am in love 
with miſery) I will leave behind me all carthly- 
mincledneſs , and carry with me a pure keart, 
and heaven'y thoughts , a lowly min{, and re» 
verend geſture. Lord, if I go not cheerfully ro 
thy Throne of Grace, I may well fear I ſhall 
' never £0 joyfully to that of Glory. Er 
The loweſt room in thy Houſe ſhall content 
me, Divine Worſhip a«mitteth nat of diſparity 
of pexſons; we are all ſinners, and (as we are in 
nature ) moſt impure in thy fight , the wort 
room it thy Houſe is too good even for the 
beſt of us, yet decency of place may be taken 
with modeity , if not ſought with emulation. 
Durtng the time of this holy diſpenſation, I 
will call my thoughts unto a ftri& attendance , 
and make 1t part of my precedent prayer , that 
I may. Satan is ever moſt bufic , when our in- 
tentions. 
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remions are moft holy ;. which when he cannot . 3 
divert , he labours to corrupt , and by this ; 
means when I defire to grow better , I become 
worſe. How carefull ought I to be to avoyd his 
cunning , who .can .couzen me in my beſt 
ations ? 

My ſoul ſhall more delight it ſelf. with the 
matter , than my ears with the melody of thy 
ſacred Notes : Church muſick will be ther tru- 
ly ſweet unto me, when mine ortwart] joy is 
ſubſervient to mine inward. 

Mans fſinfull weazneſs ſhill not make me 
flight thy holy Ordinance : If my Paſtor have 
failings, I will pity , and pray for him , bur not 
d:ſpiſe him. If I look into mine own ſoul, I 
ſhall there find 'work enough to repair mine 
own ruins. This, Lord , ſhall rather move me 
to extoll thy mercy , in upholding mine own 
ſteps, to lament the ſadneſs of my Brothers mi- 
ſery. Lord , let me never think my ſelf better 
then another , becauſe I know not how foon I 
may become worſe. ; 

I ſhall wi:lingly continue in that Fold where 
thon haſt placed me , and hope ro remain there 
with comfort , till thou ſhalt lead me out with 
ſafety. While I am at thy feeding, am happy 3 | 
one of thy morſels well digeſted with humility 
and thankfulnefs , will yeeld me better nouriſh- 
ment then that other food of mine own finding. 
The very meaneſt of thy Miniſters may afford 
me Patience , and that heavenly Grace , with 
thy blefling to boot , is a great advantage. If I 
receive thy Sacred Word witle checrtulneſs ,, 
with carneſtneſs of heart, my obedience ſhall be 


accepted 4 my zeal rewarded. : 
pred 's While 
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While I am within thy walls, I ſhall acconm; 
that geſture moſt decent that 1s moſt humble , 
and thoſe ceremonies moſt neceſſary that are 


moſt ſuitable ro obedience ; all matters of Do- 


&rine ( which are neceſfary to ſalvation) ought 
to be guided by thy ſacred Word, which is the 


onely rule of faith ; all matters of Diſcipline , 


( which are neceſſary onely to obedience ) are 

theEfore left to thy Churches care:that as thou 

art one ,, fo thy Church may be one, in Nhat 

bleſſed union of love , which, is the bond of. || 
'>. 


Peace. 


And now, 0 Lord, if thou ſhalt cal me to 8 
ferift account for all' my miſdemeanours in thy 
facred Worſhip ,with what confuſion of face muſs 
F needs appear before thee ? 

How many evill ſuggeſtions , how many idle 
smaginations , how many finfull obje&s have I 
often entertain:d,to divert my thoughts from thy 
 ſeroice ? | 

I have 100 often ſinned in abſenting thy Houſe, 
but more often and more grievouſly in frequen= 
ting it,by coming carcleſly and out of cuſtome,by 
unbeſceming geſtures , cold prayers , beartleſſe 
bearing , profane" ſcoffing , curious cenſuring , 
and cven un the beft of my performances,by ſer- * 
wing thee my God by halves ; all thi 1 beartily + | 
bewail , and carneftly. deſire thy. pardon and © 
 forgiveneſſe for it. | | 

. Lord, let this daies reft of my. body, bring #0 
my remembrance that eternall reſs of my ſoul 3 
tet me not now think minc own thoughts , ſpeak 
eine own words , doe mine own ations. , but 
come before thee with a ſanfificd and bumble 


foul, 


a er" 


*FFL 


The Sinner's Tears, 25 7 
ſoul , with a wounded and contrite ſpirit, - Ws 
Repell all evill ſuggeſtions , remove all idle * Þ 
 Imaginations, divert all ſinfull objef&s,; enlighten "A 
. mine underfanding, reflify my will, ſtrengthen 
my memniy, ſubdue mine affetions, that I may 
rejoyce in thy Tyve , delight in thy law, long for 
thy preſence , rely on thy promiſes , thirſt for thy 
grace , and be for ever bleſſed in thy glory, 
Amen. : 


Fa © HA FP. ns, 


Upon our returning from Gods Houſe , and the 
negleB of private duties. 


Lord , 


E that knoweth thee,will undoubtedly de- 
light to ſerve thee 3 1fI call thy Sabbath 
a delight, my thoughts in this day will be pure, 
my words gracious, mine a&ions holy : That 
| ſoul- which cannot jJoyfully familiarize it ſelf 
with thee in this life , may well be fearfull to 

be ſeen of thee in-that to come. 

When I ſeriouſly eonfider what a rich favour 
I enjoy, how great a diſtance I am at from thee 
4 my God;, how ſweet a mercy thou affordeſt me 
* to ſpeak unto thee, I cannot but confeſſe mine 
own unworthineſſe, if I regard not what I hear, 
if I rejoyce not to recall thy blefled words to 
my remembrance. 

How dreadiull was that voyce that ſpake in 
thunder ! and how ſevere the words that then 
were ſpoken ! how bleſſed is this ſtill muſick of 
the Goſpell! and how delightfull to my wound- 
cd ſpirit ! Lord,let this raiſe my ſoul above the 

Teach 
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> reach of earthly vanities, let this encourage me 
ro heavenly ch:arfullneſſe in heavenly duties, 
to be joytnll in reading, fervent in prayer, fre- 
quent 1n meditation, conſtant in all : That 
knowledg wil maze wofully wiſe, which teacheth 
me to know,and not to do thy will. Meditation 
1s the 1i:e of Hearing , Pradtice the life of Me- 
ditation , and a ſincere heart the life of Pra- 
Rice. 
When T look into my life paſt, I find it to be 
all fin 5 when I conſider of. my life. preſent, I 
' cannot but confcile it to be all ſhame I am ſtill 
fo far from growing better , that I am become 
much worſe 3 this is that bleiſed day which con- 
cerneth my peace, it I embrace not this happy 
opportunity , I may juſtly tear theſe gracious 
offers will be hid for ever from mine eyes:gach 
word,that I heard thy dayz1is of weight ; if I be- 
come not more holy by my hcavenly improve- 
ments by it-, I ſhall certainly become ſinfull 
by my carel:i[e neglefting of it. Thy wor , 
© Lord, will hayec its end, and this end (cith:r 
ro my happineſſe or ruine ) ſha l afſuredly pro- 
mote thy glory ; there 15 no vacuity in nature , 
with thee , the God of nature , there can be 
none. 

Think therefore, O my ſoa! , that this dates 
inſtru&ion may be thy lait ( as thou hopelt) tor. 
heaven, let it not paſie thee without ſome pro- 
fit : Conſider ſeriouſly how many millions of 
worlds one [oft ſoul would give to be reſtored 
to thy condition;that to morrow ihou mayelt be- 
as one 6f them , and then judge how great wi l 
be thy folly , how wofull thy miſery , it thou 
trifieſt with thoſe ſacred counſels which cons 

cera thy relt. 0 thou 
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0 thou God of infinite compaſſions , Look not 
«pon thoſe infinite failings jy" fanfull nature, 
but behold me in th: beauty. and perfefiion of 
thy bleſſed Son. 

Teach me,0 Lord,to ſee the rebellion of mine 
0791 wicked heart , by ks perfe& obedience , my 


. fanfulneſſe by bus rightcauſneſſe, my miſery by kit 


mercy. 

Forgive my many and finfull compliances of 
nature , which have made me a flranger ts thy 
graces, and mine own happineſſe. , 

The great negle& of mine obedience unto thy 
commands , hath 3uſtly called for the great and 
h:aty load of mine affliftions 3 the careleſſe 
withdrawing of mine affections from thee my 
God, bath occaſioned the ſad departings of thy 
boly Spirit from me. EY Lf 

O that my loſſe of tears might now prevail 
with thee, tu yepair the loſſe of thy preſence im my 
finfull ſoul : Lord let the greatmſſe of my folly 
in ſinning , extoll the richneſſe of thy mercy im 
forgiomg. .- 

Reſtore me to the joy of thy ſalvation , and 
fabl:iſh me with thy free Spirit 3 ſo ſhall I 
have the comfort, and thou tte praiſe of my dts 
Irverance. 

If thou, Lord., wilt give me underſtanding to 
delight in thy Law , I ſhall allſo have a ſwees 
aſſurance , that thou wilt delight in me to doe 
me good. 

Accept of my defires , firengthen my endea- 
vours , perfeft my performances , pardon my 
weakneſſe,aſſift my willingneſſe,forgroe my fin» 
fulneſſe , nouriſh the good motions of = holy 
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, Spirit in me , and for thy mercies ſake remove 
4% all dangers and temptations from me ; that 
27S when the ſhort and wretched race of my imper- 
feb bolineſſe #s ended berec,T may ſolemnize that 
Fo , eternall Sabbath ith thy _ Saints and 
$ «Angels in thy Kjngdome , and reft with thee in 
the perfeAzon of true happineſſe for ever. Amen. 
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Upon the wyant of due Preparation for vecei- WY 
wing of the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords | 
Supper. ; . 

{ Lord , bo 

I Hen I look upon the ineftimable value } 
| Wt that gift which I am this day 'to re- 

| ceive , when I conſider of the Majeſtic of F 

? thee the Giver , of the miſery of me the Recei- F© 

| ver, of the vaſt difference between corruption 
and eternity , of thy ſtri& commands for pre- 

: paration to the Paſſeover under thy Law,of thy | 

| bleſſed precepts for due receiving of thy Sacra- 
ment under the Goſpell, of thine own example 
1n waſhing thy Diſciples feet, and thereby fyme 
bolizing the eternall waſhing of their ſou!s 3 
of thy Saints pradtice in their ſolemn prepara- 
tions unto holinefſe , by pulling off their ſhoes } 
when they approached thy preſence z of thy ſe- | 
vere judgements againſt Vzza , for hecdleiſe 
touching of thine Ark; againſt the Beth/Hemrtes, 
for curiouſneſle in looking in 3 againſt thoſe 
raſh Corinthians,cwhereof (tor want of holy pre- * 
paration)ſome were weak,fome ſick,ſome fallen 
alleep ;, and laſtly , of that dreadfull ſentence 
againſt 
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ove 
that Weainſt unworthy comers to thy Wedding 
per- Feaſt , pronounced by thine own mouth , I 
that ffremble at my bold approaches to thy bleſſed 
and able , I wonder at thy goodnefle that I am yet 
ein Flve to ſay thzre 1s yet mercy with thee , that 


an. Eh0u mayſt be feared. | 


How many blefſed opportunities of coming + 


o thy Table have I ſinfully negle&ted ! How 

iny abuſed, by my ſinfull reſort thither , by 

y wandring and idle thoughts there , by my 

vicked and profane aQtions after I returned 
hence ! | 


Lord ,, wilt thou ſtill ſuffer me to abuſe thy . 


poodnefle ? How long Lord , how long ſhall I 
Foander in theſe wotull waies of wickedneſſe ? 
4 ain weary of the ſins and miſeries of this life , 
of Find willing to embrace this heavenly comfort 
For my ſoul. I confeſſe my ſelf a great and 


1J- 

n {grievous finner, and yet I know Lord , thou 
>> fxcameſt not to call the righteous , but ſinners to 
y repentance : Iam hungry, and poor, and blind, 
1- fandnaked, and miſerable, deſtitute of all hope, 
e fjofall help, but from thee alone 3 Lord I am 


unworthy of thy crums, yet thou admitteſt me 
to thy Table ; the ſinfulneſſe of my corrupt na- 
q ture hath made a wofull ſeparation between us, 
' but the richneſſe of thy ſufferings hath for ever 
| ; made a ſweet conjundion of us3 all my fins are 
thine , all thy righteouſneſſe 1s mine , thou arr 
now my well beloved, and I am thy choſen one, 
| and in this bleſſed Union is my ſweet and ſafe 
repoſe for ever. 
Who can enough deplore that more than 
wofull ſeparation?,Who can enough admire thts 


3 more than wonderfull conjunQtion ? this more 
, than 
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_ then happy reconciliation ? Here is Juſtice? uv- 
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deniable , Mercy incomprehenſible , Wiſdome 
unutterable, Love unimitable, 

O let my ſoul now loſe it ſelf 1n the un-þ 
known paths of heavenly. contemplation 3 let 
me this day appreh:nd thee ( O my Saviour ){- 


faſting, praying, weeping, groaning, ſweating, "a 


bleeding , fainting , dying , for my ſake , and 
now pleading to my God for mercy tor me : 
Let me now traſt the ſweetneſle of that mercy by 
a lively faith, the fulneſſe-of this ſweetneſle by |} - 
a bleſſed hope , the fruition of this fulneffe by þ 
eternall Jove. 

Lord how unworthy am of theſe-cmbraces, | 
if I bewail-not, if I abhor not , if I forſake nor } 
all the wretched failings of my ſinfull lite palt 3 
it Irejoyce not with joy unſpeakable , and glo- 
rzous , to be admitted to fo great a mercy. , it 
this inflame not mine affe&ions with unſpotted 
love to thee my God, with earneſt longings for 
thy preſence of Grace in this life, of Glory 1n 
that to come ? | 

And now , Lord, firce thou in thy rich love. 
haſt freely forgiven me my pounds, I will allſo 
moſt willingly and heartily forgive my brotfier 
his pence 3 I will have nothing to doe with 
malice , that had ſo much need of mercy : [ 
will unteignedly , and freely, and fully for- \ 
give all injuries on earth 3 I will love all thoſe 
that hate me , and pray tor all thoſe that de- 
ſpighttully uſe me 3 and all this for thy ſaxe 
who haſt treely loved me, and layd down thy | 


life for me , to whom de Glory tor ever. As 
men. 


Bleſſed 


wo 
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Bleſſed Lord God , | 

Look duzon in mercy and compaſſion on me 
thy poor diſtreſſed ſuppliant , whom thou now 
vouchſafeſs to aulmit unto thy heavenly Banquet; 
Illuminats my blindneſs by the bleſſed light of 


v . thy moſt ſacred Word, ſatisfie my hunger with 
| the ſweet refreſhings of thy gracious preſencein- 
} rich mg poverty,with the gifts and graces of thy 


holy Spirit 5 cover my nakedneſs with the pre- 
cious robes of thine own rightcouſneſs 5 ſwalluw 
| up the depth of . my miſery by the height of thy 
| mercy , that 1 may this day appear befure thee 
| with a ſincere heart , and happy ſoul. 

| Lord, ſtrengthen and ſupport my feeble faith, 


| make me joy fully to truſt in thee , conftantly to 


rely upon thee thankfully to ſacrifice my ſoul in 
pratſes to thee, 
Vauchlafe , dear Lord, that I may worthily 
approace thy bleſſed Table , that 1 may thu day 
be ſo united tv thee , that all my joy and com- 


| fort may hereafter bee for ever with thee. A- 


men. 
CHaFz 7 


Containing pious Ejaculations at the time of 
| Receming, 


s Lord, 


Hou art that bleſſed Bread , by which my 
foul #« nouriſhtto eternall life ; thou art 
that fruitfull Vine , from which doth flow thoſe 


Y g21ladding comforts to my fainting ſpirit. 
thou wert broken for my ſins , thou wert 
bruiſed 
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bruiſed for my tranſgreſſions , and the chaſtiſc} 


ment of my peace was upon thee + Lord, by thy 
firipes let my finfull ſoul be healed. 

Thou trokeſt into thy hand the cup of trem 
bling , thou drankeſt out the very dregs thereof | 


and thy precious blood was poured out like wa 


ter for my ſake. | 
Sweet Feſus ſuſtain me by this Bread, refreſ 


me with ths Wine , recover me with thu Po 


iron, cleanſe me by thu Euſton ; that I ma 
this day receive joyfullygreturn thankfully, 119: 


r:ighteouſly , and aye bappily. 
CHAP. * 


Containing a brief Meditation , and pious Thank: 


giving after our Receiving. 


| Frm this day/ joyfully delivered from td 


1 bondage of Sin and Satan , and happily re 
ſtored unto the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
God ; I have relliſhed the ſweetneſs of his he: 
venly promiſes,and received the ſeal of his gr: 
cious performances ; I now enjoy that bleile 

Peace of God which paſſeth all our underſtan 
ding-My deliverance is wonderful,my freedorn: 
abſolute, my peace unalterable, my joy unutte 
rable : My conſcience is now quieted , fny ſpi 

rit raviſhed , mine enemics vanquiſhed , an 
my God welpleaſed. 


To thee therefore , O thou bleſſed Fountain © 

# eternall ſaycetneſs , do T addreſs my joyfull ſoul 
| 70 love and honour thee to my lives end. Lory 
Feſus accept of me , and ſo powerfully and graf 
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ciouſly aſſiſt megthat I may ſavingly behold thee + A 
#1 thy bleſſed promiſes, that I may bappily enjoy 
thee in. thy holy Ordinances 3 that I may clearly 
ſee , and joyfully confeſs what great things thou 
of 3 haft done for my poor ſoul 5 that 1 may be,dayly 
raviſhcd with apprehenſion of thine exceeding 
{ JIove , and hourly buſted with recounting thy 
re endleſs praiſe. SS 
& Lord make me to forſake the fins and miſerics 
of this life; make ms more watchful over my cay- 
rupt heart , more zealous of thy glory and thy 
childrens good ; that I may never willingly of- 
fend thee, but wholly ſacrifice the ſhurt remasn- 
der of my dayes unto thee ; that ſo my heart and 
f fleſh may trtumphantly rejoice in thee the 1i- 
nk! wing Gud. 
Mortifie mp corrupts0ns,ſuppurt my weakneſs, 

'F accept my willingneſs : Let thu my humiliation 
thi &:fore thee be aepleaſing ſacrifice unto thee ,, for 
ey hu alone ſake whoſe precious life thy rich mer- 
507  cichath ſacrificed tothy Fuftice for me. Lon 
hes hear mec,and have mercy on me for bu alone ſake 


50 whom thou haſt freely given unto me,that 1 may 
tle truly love thee, devoutly ſerve thee, carneftly im- 
tan brace thee , eternally engoy thee. Amen. 

lon 

tte EC ESF 6 

{p!! 

and 


Upon a Fourney undertaken , and the many dan» 
gers incident thereunto. | 


#2 0 


-.ﬀ Am now going from mine own home, and 
"oy know not whether I ſhall ever return 3 God 


o_ | Iknowhath ſet a period ro my dayes , beyond 
8" which I cannot paſs, but when , or where , or. 
014 7 : how 
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+ how my life ſhall end , I am uneertain. Many 
are the dangers that attend this finfull life, and 
many-more my fins that have deſerv'd them , L 
can neither number the one , nor foreſee the 0- 
ther ; this 1s the wretched , and the ſad con- 
dition of my body, aud (without unfeigned ſor- 
row for my fins) the much more woſull caſe of 
my diſtreſſed ſoul. 

Lord, there is nothing ſo feet as thy love , 


nqthing Fo ſafe as thy prote&ion,7and yer I have. 


carcleſ{I neglte&:d the one , and thou mayſt 
now juſtly deny me rhe other ; thou haſt woo*d 
me to mercy, and I have retuſed to comezthou 


haſt graciouſly invited me by thy continuall 1 


preſervations, by thy fatherly ſuſtentations, by 
thy gentle correttions, by thy faithftmll promi- 
ſes , and thy rich performances. 

Blefſed Lord, how wonderfull arc thy come 
paſſions towards me , whenTI am unthankfull 
tor thy many favours, when I am unmindfull of 

inc own miſeries , even then thou gracioufly 

; A for me , and yet for all this I have 


nor. hitherto reſolved ſeriouſly ro come unto. 


thee. 
Such,and ſo many are my fins, ſo oreat is my 
unthankfulneſs, that I now tremble to appear 


betore thee ; and yet ſo tender 1sthy mercy to. 


me , that thou again allureſt me to comfort and 
contentment. Lord,into the blefſed boſom of 
thy love I caſt my ſelf for ſatery and pro- 
rettion 5 and in the midft of danger , even in 
death it ſelf will joyfully rely upon thee. 


For thou, 0 Lord, art my ftrong rock and for- 
theſs , unto which Fg will alwaics reſort « Lord 
keep 


nt at a. 


keep me as the apple of thine eye, hide me under 
the (haddow of thy wings. » 
Strengthen my weak faith againſt the ſtrong 
aſſaults of Satan;ſupport and comfort me in al 
the fears and terrors of mine own accuſing con- 
ſcience 5 protef# and keep me in thu preſent 
journey; let thy boly Angels be my bleſſed Guar- 
dians , to protef} me in life , to preſervz me in 
death , to aſſiſt me after death. | 
0 let me nevy grieve thoſe bleſſed Spirits 
(which though inviſibly , yet moſt afſuredly are 


. my attendants ) Lord , as thou baft given them 
.  readyneſs and cheerfulneſs of mind to watch my 


preſervation , and further my ſalvation , ſo give 
me carefulneſs and conſtancy of ſoul to joy thens 
in my life and converſation. 

And ſceing, Lord,] cannot know my hour of 
diſſolution,0 teach me ſy to number my days,that 
I may apply my heart unto heavenly wiſdom 5 


- that1 may obtain a ſweet aſſurance F-1 thy love. 


sn Chriſt ; unfeigned ſorrow for my fins , a ſing 
cere and conſtant heart to thy ſervice , and a 
cheerfull readineſs at thy call, Amen. 


CHAT ©, 


Containing. prous Meditations, and zealous Eja- 
| © - Eulations after a Fourncy. 


| nr now by Gods gracious providence returs- 


ned ſafe unto mine carthly home,bur am 111 


travelling to my heavenly: There is nothing in 
this life but labour and ſorrow, nothing in that 
bur reſt and happineſs, and yet I dote upon the 
one, and neglc the other. Lord, if my trea- 
. C 


ſure 
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ture were with thee , my hcart would be there 
a\iſo: Wien thou giveſt me more know!edye of 
thze , I ſhall have more dclire to come unto 
thee 3 When my fins have made me more ſenſi- 
h'e of mine own miſery , thy Grace (I truſt ) 
will maxe me more Capab'e of thy ſweet 
mercy. 
Lord , if thts vain unquietneſs be ſo refreſh- 
ing to my morra'l body, how truly bleffed wil 


thy heavenly reſt he to mine immortall ſoul ? 4 


When thou , 'Lord , wilt wipe away all tears 
fron mine eyes , al! akings front my heart 3 
when there ſhail te no more death, neither ſor- 
row , nor crying , nor any more pain; when 
ſou! and boqy thall rrivmphancly and joyfully 
repoſe th:mmiclves in thee for ever: when they 
ſhall drink tree!y of the rivers of thy pleaſures, 
and be for ever ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy 
honſe. 

I confeſs my ſelf unworthy to enjoy this out- 
wafe re(t in this mine earthy home, much more 
unworthy to enjoy that inward reſt , that ſweet 
al{ſurance of a lively hope, to be partaker of c- 
ternall reſt. How wretched 1s my body without 
this Outward quictneſs ? How much more 
wretched is my foal without thee? Thou, O 
Lord , art my thi-ld to detend me , my ſtatt to 
uphold me, my tood tro ſuſtain me, my wine to 
glad me, my bzloved to embrace me , my plca- 
ſure to deliyhtr me, my joy to rayiſh me , my 
ſweer and fate repoſe for ever to refreſh me. 

Let this teach me-(Lord) to fix my thoughts 
on.heaven and heavenly things 3 to uſe rhis 
world ſoberly in thee and ro thee; to view it 
C truly as 1c 15 ) a barren wilderneſs, a - rranſi- 
tory , 


Ano” rd 


t 


| 


1 


tory , vain, and empty thing 3 far inconſfiſtenr 
with my reall happineſs ; to deſire nothing , ro 


enjoy nothing 1n the creature,but onely in, and * 


unto thee the great Creator ; ſo ſha!l no vain 
pleaſure b-witch me , no unjuſt profit b-gui! 
me 3 no ſudden ſorrow diſmay me , no terrors 
of conſcience affright me, 


To thee , O thou ſoveraign of my ſoul, do I des 
vote the remnant of my finfull dayes, to love 
ys to praiſe thee, to honour thee, to reſt in tice 

or CVCere 

Lord wean me from the ſins and miſcries of 
thu life, and raiſe my thouglts ty immortality - 
Let the ſweetneſs uf thy heavenly juyes relieve 
the barſhneſs of my worldly ſorrows , that m- 
ſery may bz ſwallowed up of mercy and fravlty of 
eternity. 

Onite me in a bleſſed union with thee, that I 
may conftanily adhere unto thee, and be fur 
ever graciouſly accepted of thee - 0 give me 8 

 fexcet complacency of ſoul in thy ſcruice , and a 
willing and a dutifull obedience unto thy com- 
mands, 

Lord give me a thankful beart for all thy 
mercies to me , for thy continuall preſervation , 
for thy bleſſed ſupportation, for the imnjoyment of 
thy needfull comforts in this Iife and fur the glo- 
rious hopes of thoſe in hat to come. 

Bleſſed God,ſo ſublimate my ſinfull ſoul,that 
1 may ſee the richneſs, of thy love in Chriſt that 
1 may ſoberly enjoy thy bls/ſings kere, and faith» 
fully exſpett thy joyes hereafter. 

Lord , all that I have without thee #s meer 
emptineſs, and nothing, meer vani:y,and worſe 
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than nathing ; my glort, ſhame; mine honor ,tg+ 
nomtiny z my health,ruin; my, riches, poverty; my 
gain, loſs ; my pleaſure , pain ; my laughter , 
madneſs. 

Thou, 0 Lord, art all in all unto me, 0 grant 
that nothing may withdraw my ſervice from 
thee that no inticing pleaſure may allure me , 


that no diſtrafting care , or finfull ſorrow may 


diſturb me , but that my ſoul may now and ever 
ſaſely and contentedly rely upon thee. 
Lord, thou ſeeſt all my 7s 20h and my conti- 


nuall groanings are not hid from thee : Thou a- | 


lone knoweſt how weary 1am of the ſinful tra- 


wales of thus life , how :arn@ly I long to be at . 
reſt with thee 5, Lord pardon a my ſins,and put | 


and end to all my miſeries : Come Lord Feſus, 
come quickly , wipe away all tears from mine 
__ bring me to that reſt of thine which n& 
zerſhall bave end. Amen. 


CHAP. 1z. 
Upon the great danger of Security. 


| Eceive not thy ſelf, O my Soul, it is not 


1mapineſt 3 there will be much fighting , ſwea- | 
ring , bleeding , much compunttion of ſoul, | 
ſubje&1ow of hody , hard preſſing towards the 


ſo eaſy a matter to inherit Heaven,as thou 


mark , for the price of the high calling in 


Chriſt Jeſus, bcfore this happy conqueſt can | 


be gained. 


Conſider therefore in what condition thou 


now ſtandeſt , what ground thou haſt gained of 


thy corrupt nature , how much better thou arr : 
| this} 
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this day than the day paſt, than the year palt ; 
than thy whole life paſt 5 nay rather how mach 
worſe, by adding fin unto fin, by drinking in 
iniquiry like water q by treaſuring up wrath a- 
cainſt the day vf wrath, ar.d reve:ation oi thy 
righteous judgement. | 

Philoſophy w1ll tell thee , that in a1 naturall 
motions, the nearcr they are tu ending, the 
more violent their mot1on is;Divinity wi.l tell. 
thee , that in old age ihou wilt be far, and well 
lizing : what increaſe of love haſt thou to 
Gods Law ? what growth of hatred againſt fin ?f 
what boſomc-ſin haftt thou partcd with ? what 
eracious improvement halt thou made in knaw- 
ledge, Faitz, Repentance , Love, and all thoſe 
other gifts an{{ graces which concur to rhy per-- 
fettion ? : 

Holy Saint «Anſelm was often hcard to ſay , 
If I could from bince behold the pains of hell, from 
thence the borrour of fin , I would rather embrace 
thoſe pains , than this borrour : Of what growth of 

race was here ! how far am-I from this degree 
of holineſſe ! how eakily perſwaded. to delude 
my ſelf with ſhews and ſhadows of perteQtion C 
There is no attaining unto happineſſe without 
holy vio!lenec, without b-ating down my body, 
without cheriſhing my ſout; if I conquer not 
h-re , I cannot triumph hereafter. : 

Lord , wh-n I look into the ſtrifneſle of the 
lives of thy Saints , I much lament the fo'ly of 
mine own 5 I ſee holy David in ſackcloth ar. 
aſhes , conſuming whole dates and nights in 


, mourning for ſin , waſhing his bed with his 
rears , afflicted in body ,, tormented in ſoul ,. 


grieving g Crying ,. roaring, for unquictreſſe of 
| C 3 heart 
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heart. B'e.led Paul ſubduing his bady, by faſt» 
ing, watching, praying, toylinz in the Miniſtry, 
an:{ thou, my bleſſed Saviour, in continuall la- 
bour and ſorrow for my ſake : how vain is my 
truſt, how falſe my hope, how great my errour , 
to believe I run, when I ſtand {till ? to expe 
a trium;.h without a viftory, a vitory without 
a combat. Lord, if many that ſtrive ro enter 
in ar fie {trait gate, yer ſhall not bz able : what 
ſhall become of m2? who am ſo far from coming 


ro theegthat I every day am running from thee 3 


who am not one!y oppoſite unto thee , but even 
enmity ic ſelf againft thee. 

Sometimes I {eel the ſtings and gripings of a 
wounded conſcience , I know my ſ-lt to be a 
grievous finner, but I quict my diſturbances by 
th22 my Saviour , I willingly accept of mercy 
from thee , but grudgingly repine at ſervice to 
thee; thou biddeſt me indeed to drink freely 
of the waters of life, hut thou commandeſt me 
alſo to make my calling and eleion ſure , to 
wort out my ſalvation with tear and trembling; 


thou ordaineſt not the 'end without the means 54 


if I rebcl!iouſly negleR th? one, thou mayeſt 
' moſt righteoufly deny me the other - Lord , 
what can it profit me to en,oy the pleaſures of 
fin for a ſcalon, when I deprive my ſoul of haz - 
Pincſſe for ever ? 

O [et tlits teach me to deplore my daugerous 
* condition, to goc on cheartully in the wates of 


_ - gollinefſe, to think no coſt roo much,no pains 


r00 great , no grict roo good, to purchaſe Hea- 
ven; to conſider ſerioully , that time once paſt 
can never berecall*d , that this hour may be 
my lat , and bring me to eternity of torments 3 
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where the itrcam 1s ſtilleſt , there the chanell 
js deepeſt 3 where there 1s leaſt diitruſt , there 


1s uſually moit.clanger: Satan therefore diſturbs. 
,me not , becauſe fleep in death : But when 


thou, Lo1d, thair open mine cyes to ſee the ſut;- 


.tilty of this Deceiver, | ſhail then: find, thar 


the waters ( of ſin ) are gon? over my ſoul , that I 


am wocully drowned in the great depth of ſe- 


curity » and can exf ct nothing ( wit, our mer» 
cy.) but Satans cruelty , and mine own endiciic 
milcry. 


To that ſweet mercy therefore T appeal , with 
earneftneſſe of ſoul, and humbleneſſe of beart,bc- 
moaning my finnes , betvailing my tranſgreſſi- 
ons. F | 
0 Lord my God , when I confider of thy gra- 
cious guodneſſe , and mine own wileneſſe , 1 am 
utterly aſhamed to appear in thy preſence. 

Thou haſt often called me to repentance , but 
IThave not hearkned unto thee ; thou baft loving» 
Iy invited me 10 mercy , but 1 haze wilfully re+ 
fuſed 3 thou haſt clothed me with thine own gar- 
ment , and I have ſhamefully defiled it , thou 
haft enriched me with thy grace,and 1 have rob- 
bed thee of thine Fonour' A!] tir, and infinitely 
moye than thy , thou haſt freely done for m-, the 
worſt of finners , and yet for all ths I 5s res 
belliouſly forſaken thee , and moſt ungraciouſ!y 
been moſt unmindfull of thee. 

And now , Lord , ſecitig that I am d:ad and 
putrified in ſin+,and rotten in corruptions, what 
elſe can I expett from thee , but to be but; el out 
of thy ſught? and yet thou ſtill ſayeſt unto me , 
live. : 

C0: 0 thou 
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0 thou bleſſed Fountain of cternall good ,con« 
vey thoſe happy ſtreams of comfort to my finfull | 
foul , that may revive me from the grave of mi- | 
ſery - open mine cies, that I may ſes thee in thy | 
long patience , mm thy greas goodneſſe , in thy 
rich mercaes , in thy fatherly affcBions towards 
me, 

Tam wofully ſunk into the deep mire of fin , 

where no ſtay is ; Lord uphold me by thy grace , 
that I periſh no: gternally; 0 deliver me for thy 
mercy ſake, for I am helpleſſe and poor, and my 
heart u wounded within me. 

Let my ſoul live, and it ſhall praiſe thee,and 
thy judgements ſhall help me. 

As thou haſt raiſed me by thy pow:r , ſo rul: 
a7 by thy providence, that thy grace may be far 
ſweeter with my ſufferings , than mg pleaſures 

* with my ſins. . 

* Reflram my looſe deſires, renew my good pur- 
poſes , aſſiſt my weak endeavours , corre mince 
err 0urs , ſuſtain my infirmities; give me a godly | © 
ſorruw for my ſins, a thankfull heart for thy fa- 
0urs, 4 filial fear of thy judgements, a ſimcers | 
low2 tu thy L ws , an holy conſtancy, and happy 
perſeverance , to my lives end, Amen. 


n _—_ 5 5 


2 © Þ a: * 
Upon th: great danger of Preſumption. 


ſ Lafs , my ſoul , how vain art thou , how 
; wretched, to preſume upon the mercy of 
thy God ? how canſt thou be fo fooliſh to be- 
lieve , that God will favour thee in that . 
which he ſo ſevercly puniſhed in his own Son ? 

| thinke(t 
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thinkeſt thou that pretious bloud was ſfilt to 


wy S cheriſh ſin ? Be noi miſtaken,for as Chriſt Jeſus: 
thy | came into the world to fave linners, ſo he-came 
th | allſo to call ſinners to repentance. Doeſt thou 
4, k argue well to fay , becauſe God 15 mercifull , 


F long-ſuffcring,ard of great goudneſſe,therefore 
s | I will abuſe his mercy 1: finz.ing, his patience 
by my long continning in fin , hi; great good- 
hy | nefſe by my great untt.anzfulnefſe ? 1s not this 
to mock his mercy,to bid deftance to his juſtice, 
ro arm him wirh fury,to invite him ro revenge? 
od Aſſure thy ſelf , the longer he is in drawing - 
his Bow, the more forcible will he ſcnd his 
) Arrow. 


a Deceive not thy ſelf therefore ,,God will not” 
a be ſo mercitfuilro thee , as to be unjuſt to him- 
ſelf 5 All the waies of God are Mer y and- 
_ Truth 3 Mercy to ſupport thy weakreTe, Triith 
to corre thy wilfulnefſe : There is iheretore , 
I} - Mercy with him , that he may be feared , not 
= that he may be lighted , nor that he may le 
s } ſhamefully diſhonoured: How fuil of falſhood 
;” is thy bo!d preſumption ? thou cricſt Peace , 
Peace , when ſudden War 1s realy to deftroy 
thee ; There #4 n3 peace to the wicked , ſaith my 
Ged ; Heaven and Earth areup in Arms againſt 
thee , and there 1s none left , not ſo. much as 
thinc own Conſcience to deliver thze. 
| T hon halt gratioufly received the knowledge 
y | ofthe truth, thou halt grievouſly ſinned againſt. 
c | the iipht of thar xnowled ge g thou haſt wofully 


continued in thy fins , without remorſe of con - 
| ſcience,wirtiour defire of rej entance, and'there 
now remaineth no more ſacrifice for fin , bur a: 
t | fearfull looking for of judgement , and violent 
C3 fire,. 
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fixe , that ſhall devour the Advcrſarics. 

O remember , thar the Angels, for one ſin, 
were thrown down from Heaven , and that 
«<Adam,for one ſin,was caſt out of Paradiſe:Thy 
ſins (O my ſoul ) are innumer. ble, thou hat 
hid line upon line, and precept upon precept', 
and yet thou addeft fin upon ſin , and tranſ: 
grefſion upon tranſgreſſion : Thou haſt ſinned 
azainſt many pretious promiſes, againſt many 
gracioas performances , againtt many teartul! 
jJadgements 5 thou haſt griezed that good Spt- 
Tit , by which the Saints are ſealed up unto th: 
day of redemption : All theſe are heavy ayg a- 
vations upon thee, ro fill up the meaſure. o. thy 
fins , aid haſten the ſwittneſſe of thy puniſh- 
ments. | 

Ah how ſad 1s thy cordition ! thou haſt not 
one'y wearicd out thy ſolc in wickednefſe , but 
thy God a'ſo : hear whit he ſaith unio the> , 
how he complaineth of thee , by his holy Pro- 
pher, Behold, 1 am preſſ:d under you, as a cart us 
laden wit: ſh:aves, Amos 2.153.an;{ yet thou ſti!l 
a:{d:ſtmore load : bur as thou ad:left fin upon 
fin , ſo thou calleſt for wrath non wrath 3 as 
thou haſt made a moct at fin, ſo God will make 
a mock at miſery_3 asthon haſt thy meaſire 1n 
fimnning,fo God will have his meaſure in puniſh- 
ing: Confider what he ſaith unto thze by his 
Prophet , Fudgement wilt 1 lay tithe rule, and 
Rze7htzouſneſſs to the ballance , bſiy 28, 17, 18. 
As he hath a bottle for thy tcars,ſo he hath a bag 
for thy tranſgreſſions, Fob 14. 17. their growth 
zs recorded, their number accounted, their na- 
ture cxamined ,, all ſcaled up againit the great 
and fearfull day of the revelation of the righ- 
_ tevas judgement, O con- 
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O conſider this thou that forgetteſt Go 9: 
leſt he tear thee in piece;, and there be none tO 
deliver thee : Think how ſudden!y thou mayit 
be ſoatcht away by thoſe 1nicrnail Fiends , ro 
end!cfle torments , and then what tears will be 
enongh to weep thine obſequics,to quench thoſe 
everlaſting burnings ? Bat thei, alaſs, inſtcad 
of tears of compaiſtion , thou ſhait have mocks 
of d-rifion , the curſed Devils will laugh thce 
to ſcorn , tke bleſſed Saints and Angels will re- 
Joyce at thy contuſion , and God himſelt , who 
ore'y canrelieve thee , will for ever hide his 
tender mercy trom tice. 

Awake th-refore out of rhy fleep ofdeath, 
Jook well into thy loit cſtae, thou art now 
near unto miking up the meaſures: os thy fins, 
beyond which thou caiff nor pile ; Thy God 
hath ſaidto thze , as toth2 Seca 5, liiiherto tha t 
thou £02, and here ſhalt thou itay rhy proud 
waves, Thins how tudkieny hon maycſt be 
c:illed to thy laft acccunt , even this very hour, 
( for ouzhr taou Knowet ) thofe curſe Spirits 
may convey tte? to thy ficry Priſon. O rhink 
how paweriul y the wrath 0:Go | will then ſeize 
vpon the2zhow wo. Uully thou wiit excruciate thy 
ſclf, with 'apprehention of thy former folly ? 
2nd laſt of all , how wretchedly thou art tor 
ever baniiht from cternall joyes, ro ſuffer with 
the damned in eternail torments : Ler tis 
moyec thee to amerd ihy wicked wayes z 1: cry 
mightily to God fur mercy , io judge thy ſelf, 
to condemn thy ſ7]; , that thou majit not be 
jJadzed of the Lori; to Iſs 4s Son 7ſt. bo be ane 
ry , and ſothou periſh; from the right way © If bis 
wrath bc kindled,yca but a lutle,bleſſed are ai they 
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tbat put their truſt im him. Turn ( therefore ) unts 
the Lord thy God (0 my. ſoul) for be # gracious,and 
mercifull, ſluw to anger, and of great kindneſs,and 
repenteth him of the euil, 


Bleſſed Lord , 

As an unfeigned ſign of my repentance , in 
anguiſh of h:art,and buterneſs of ſoul,T carncſt= 
ly defire to ſearch intu the ſecreets of my ſinful! 
#boughts , to unboſom all my ſins , and lay them 
open to the view of all thy Saints , that thou 
mayſt have the glory , they the good , and I the 
ſhame of my confeſſion;that ſo thu penitent ſenſe 
of mine inquities ( which I thankfully acknows- 
ledge cometh alone from thee ) may be an evi- 
dence unto me , that thou wilt alſo.grove me par- 
don for them. | 

Lord, I willingly confeſs my ſelf to be a great 
and grievous finner , mine wiginal defiled , my 
birth polluted , mine infancy ſftatned , my youth 
Ig » my manhood corrupted, mine age be- 

otted. 

Mine imaginations vain, my thoughts ſonful,. 
my words wicked, mine ations abuminabl:, my 

whole life a wery fink of fin and all unclean- 

acſs. 

When thy hand hath been_heaty upon me , 1 
bave then promiſed thee amendment z, when thy 
red bath been taken off from me , I bave again 
returned to mine evil courſes; this plainly ſhews- 
«h, that 1 have bitherto ſought but my ſclf in 
DN may therefore juſtly fear to be forſaken 
aj thee. : 

4 [TIhave been undutiful to thee my God , en« 
30K8. and uncharitable i0.my neighbour , by. 
pocrs- 


ſoul, 
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pocritical 10 the World , decei: ful to mine own. 


My rhough have been wanton , mz deſires 
laſcirvious , my ations unclean. 

I have been blind to thy precepts , deaf to 
thy promiſes ,, dumb in thy praiſes , lame in 
thy ſervices,fick at thine ordinances,dead to thy * 
smbraces. 

T have broken all my promiſes, I bave ſlight= 
4 all thy threatnings,l have abuſed all thy mer- 
cies , 1 have rejetted all thy favours , T have 
delayed my repentance,Þ have refifted the checks 
of mine own conſcience , I have quenched the 
motions of thy bleſſed Spirit , a turned thy 
grace into wwantountſs; and get as if all thu had 
been too little to condemn me,1 have moſt daring» 
ly preſumed on thy mercia,and moſt ungraciouſly 
reſolved to goon in myimpictics- 

Loyd , thou haft promsſed to forgive thoſe that 
repent , to caſe thoſe that are hearty laden , to 
raiſe up thoſe ihat are fallen,to ſatrsfie thoſe that 
are bungry,and to bind up thoſe that are broken- 
hearted. : 

0 Lord my God, I earneſtly defire to repent , 
T am laden with a burthen inſupportable , I am 
feeble and ſore ſmutten. with the terrors of thy 
Law,my fleſh trembleth, and my heart fainteths 
I am fallen into the very mouth of bell , I am 
ſorely. wwmunded with the remorſe of mine own 
accuſing conſcience , and hungry for the ſweet 
refreſhings of thy ſaving grace. 

Thou , 0 Lord , haſt made me ſenſuble of this 
my great miſery, and thou alone canſt make me 
capabl: of thy rich mercy;unto that mercie there= 
fore I appeal, with ſighs in my. ſoul, and ſorrow 
1n, my heart, 0. thou 
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0 thou which art the bleſſed fountain of all 
goodneſs, which defireſt not the d:ath of a ſinner,” 
but rather that he ſhould r:pent and live , have 
mercy upon me, 

0 thuu which art the Sawiour of the world , 
which cameſt to ſcek , and to fave thoſe. which 
were loſt , have mercy upon me. 

0 boly,and for ever bleſſed Spirit,"thou which 
feedeft and refreſh:ft the diſtreſſed ſoul:s of 
thine Ele&, bave mercy on me. 

Let thy power ( 0 bl:\ſed Father ) ſupfort 
my weakneſs; thy wiſdom ( 0 bleſſed Son ) ſup- 
ply my folly 5 thy love ( 0 bleſſed Spirit ) re- 
 firain my wilſulncſs ; that as thou art eternally 

one , ſo I may for evir be at unity with thee , 
although myſt wofully divided in my ſelf. 

Lord , as thou haſt given me a heart to pra 
#nto thee , ſo groe me alju a ſu:l to praiſe thee , 
and a ſerious reſolution to perform thoſe promiſes 
1 make unto thee, 

Lord ſwesten all my ſorrows by thy bleſſed 
Suferings , mlarge my heart with thankfulneſs 
for thy many faveurs,flreagthen n:y weak faith, 
reſtrain my rebellious nature , increaſe. daily in 
me the gifis and graces of thy bleſſ:d Spiritzin- 
due me with a perfeft hatred againſt all fin 3 
and grant , dear God , that daring and pre- 
Sumptuous ſuites may never have dominion over 
16. Amen. 
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CHAP. 14 


T; 09 © venching the motions of Gods buly 
Spirit. 


Onſid-r, O my ſoul, from whence theſe 
happy thoughts ariſezand wherefore,if they 
were from nature , they muſt needs ſavour of 
corruption, but now they are from Grace, they 
ſummon thee to goodneſs , they becxon thee to 
imnmortaliry : Thy God now calleth thee to 
repentan-c he offers thee his gracious pardon 
for thy fin 3 his love, his protection, his peace , 
his grac? , his glory : He now woeth thee to fa- 
vour , ard thou ( a wofull wretch ) convicted 
by thine own acculing conſcience , condemned 
by divine Juſtice,rebelltouſfly rejefeſt all theſe 
oracions offers 2 Ah, what wofall folly 1s this ! 
nay rather what wiltu'l madneſs ! As there 13 a 
time ofca ling , ſo there will be a time of re- 
jeAaing 3 the bleſſed wind of Gods holy Spirit 
bloweth bur where ir |t{teth 3 when 1t is once 
gone , thou knoweſt not whether it ſhall ever 
return:God will have mercy on whom he will bave 
mercy, and whom he will: be hardeneth, Rom. 9. 
Ah wo be unto that ſoul whoſe time of calling is 
once paſt, a thouſand worlds'cannot redeem its 
loſs. It thou wilt not now embrace theſe com» 
fortab'e breathings of his tender love , thou 
ſhalt chen endure the bitter ſtorms of his incen» 
ſed wrath: | 
If thou wilt nut embrace his mercy , thou 
ſhalt exalt his Juſtice : I called unto you ( ſaith 
God ) and zee refuſed ts cqme,l beid out my hand 
* | and 
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and ye would not look towards me ;, therefore will 
I forſake you in your extremity , when your fear 
cometh as deſolation , and your deftruftion as a 
whir wind, when diſtreſs and anguiſh conecth upon 
you; then ſhall they call upon me,but 1 will not anſ- 
wer,they ſhall ſeek me early,but they ſhall not find 
me. Prov. 1. 24, 27, 28. : 

Gods clemency and patience in th:s life wilt - 
aſſuredly exaſpcrate his fury , and revenge , in 
that to core; as his Mercy 1s unutterable , fo 
his Juſtice 1s intolerable, both are his divine 
Ann, 6 and therefore both muſt needs be infint» 
re 5 both are ro manifeſt his glory , and there- 
fore both muſt be eternall. 

From kence is that expreſſion of Saint Paul , 
It uu a fearfull thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God feb. 10. From hence it ts that wicked 
men are lefc unto their own ſwing in this lite , 
that they may be payd hume with Go1s wrath 
in that,to come. Fe 

Let this teach th-e , O my ſou', to welcome 
theſe endearcd motions of th: gladding Sp:rit , 
to thirſt for them , to rejoyce in them ,, to 
think no thought too Rear to be difloged tor 
them. 

Bleſſed Lord, I hear the calling thy holy A- 
poſtle Saint Petey, and I ſee him readily for- 
ſaking all to follow thee 3 how. otten halt thou 
ca'led me , a finfull wretch, by the ſweet mot1- 
ons of thy bleſſed Spirit 3 and I have hitherto 


. refuſed to forſake the very leaſt of all my fins, 


for thy ſake , who willingly forſooreſt all the 
pleaſures of this life for mine ? Long haſt thou 
waited my repentance , but I have yct hatcd to 
be reformed, Mercy bath bcen offered , and I 

have 


have not <ſtcemec ir , * Jndgerent hath been 
threatned , and I have not regarded it 5 thou 
haſt not onely whifpereq unto me by thy gracis- 
ous viſits of thy bleſſed Spirit,but rhou haſt c- 
ven called me aloud , by thy divine hand of 
wholfom chaſtiſement; By loſs of friends ,- by 
loſs of means, by loſs of health , by loſs of- 11- 
berty , and ( without thy rich mercy ) by the 
great danger of that greater loſs of thy Goſpel , 
and rhereby of thy gracious preſence tn this 
life,and thine eternal! joys in that to come. All 
this my fins have juſtly brought upon me, aud 
yet for all thi-qmy wretched h2art defires to be 
a ſtranger to thee. 

Lordgwho am TI that thou ſo graciouſly invi- 
teſt unto mercy ? Lord, what am I that now 
preſume to ſpeak unto thee? I am ſo deformed, 
and contemptible , that mine own knowledge 
cometh far ſhort of mine own miſery. O how 
juſtly mightſt thou for ever leave me to my ſelf, 
to cat thefruit of mine own wayes, and to be 
filled with the falſhood of mine own devices,to 
polſeſs ſorrow, and inherit ſhame ? But thou,O 
Lord, who art infinite in goodneſs , haſt mani- 
feſted ro my finfull fou!, that when I wretcher[- 
ly forſake thee,thou readily forſakeſt all to fol- 
low me 3 when I run from thee , thou bewaileſt 
me 3 when miſery compels me to return , thou 
Joyfully receiveſt me , thou lovingly relieveſt 
me, thou then grocioutly accepteſt of me 3 And 
now , Q Lord , when I have even wearic out 
thy mercy and compaſſion towards megthou {111 
1nviteſt me to come unto thee. 


To thee therefore ,0 thou bleſſed Shepheard of 
my 
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any ſoul,du I devete theſe penitent expreſſims: 0 
tet thoſe tributary tears, wuhich are due to iky ſuſ- 

 ferings,be now plentifully poured forth for mine 
own ſins. Lord pardon my contempt »f grace, and 
gracuuſly enable me to entertain theſe happy v1- 
fits of thy holy Spirit, and patiently to bear th:{c 

fwcet chaſtiſements of thy heavenly hand, that [ 

my have fellowſhip with Chriſt, ang peace wi: h 
God. | 


Tf thou Lord for the fins of my proſperity ,, 
ſhalt think it fit to bring upon me the miſeries of . 
adverſity, for the great negleFi of thy gracious wi- 
ſits,to deny mee the ſweet comforts of thy bleſſed 
anſwers yet give me paitence,and ſure confiden- 
ce to truſt ſti in thy mercie ,, that ſu while I am 
moſt juſtly debarred of my longing defires,T may 
not be utterly deprived of thy loving favours. 

Lord caſt me nut away from thy preſence, 0 
leave me not unto my ſelf, leſt 1 periſh everlaft- 
snzly,make me toſee the richneſs of thy love and 
favour towards me: Quicken the motions of thy 
bleſſed Spirit in me renew my good thoughts,and 
fix them wholly upon heaven and h:avenly 
things ; Lord Feſus make me joyful in them,and 
. for ever truly thankful for them. 

Make me willing to enjoy thee , and ready to 
- abandon all things for thee: Lord Inow ſeek thee 

but I cannot find thee, I call upon thee but thou 
anſwereſt me not © 0 kiſs me with the kiſſes of 
thy mouth , for thy loxe 3s better than wine. 
Lord let thy left hand ſupport me,and thy right 
hand imbrace me, let me ' outwardly , and in- 
wardly, ſuſtained by thee 5 my weakneſs by thy 
power,my rebellion by thine obedience, my folly 
by thy wiſdom, my pollution by thy ſan@ification 


my 
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my faith by thy fruition;that I may be grieved for 
thine abſencegdrlighted in thy preſence,inamored 
with thy beauty,inriched with thy bounty, infla- 

' med with thy Iove, adorned with thy graces,\come 
forted with thy conſolation , incompaſt with thy 
glory. Amen. * 


-— WA _—_ ” 
Upon the confideration of Gods p:culiar Provi- 
dence ty bu Children, _ 


Lord , | 
Nom can befall me in this life , without 

thy wiſe,and over-ruling providenceznot 
ſo much as one hair of me can fail withour thy 
allowance 3 for even my very hairs are num- 
bred 3 as a Sparrow cannot fa!l to the ground , 
ſo neither a hair from mine head withour thy 
ſacred leave : And if thy bleſſed Providence 
protefteth theſe inferior creatures, if it extend 
it ſelf even unto excrements , how much more 
ſafely doeft thon guard the bodies, how much 
more tenderly the ſoules of thine Eledt ? Yer 
ſach is my ſtupidity by nature , that I ſeldom 
look beyond the ſecond cauſes 3 I uſually con» 
tent my ſelf with caſuals and contingencies , 
and often judge that mzerly accidentall , which - 
lwcetly moves by thy commands, to thine ap- 


- pointment an( thy childrens g2od. 


Thy Providence is etcrnall , thy provifien 
in time ; thou, O Lord, art infinitely wiſe, and* 
canſt rhercfore provide infinitely well , the end 
thou ordaineſt to thy ſelf, the means to thy 


creatutez good and bad are under thy protedti- 
on 3 
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on 5 the good for themſelves , the bad for ©- 
thers 3 both for thy glory 3 the one thou willeſt 
to be happy , the other thou permitteſt to be 
miſerable 3 neither of them can avoyd their 
neceſſity of fate , and yet-rhou neiter inclineſt 
the one , nor inforc:it th: ather, becauſe unto 
both in their originall thou gaveſt pertcR free- 
dome of will, to chuſe the good , to leave the 
bad ; to inherit life , or purchaſe de#th. 
Bleſſed God , we are all debtors in our firſt 
Parents, thou mayft therefore moſt juſtly re- 
quire that of ws, which was lent us 1n then ; 
They were ab'e to pay , but not will:11g3 we , 
their wofull poſterity (as we are in nature ) are 
neither able, nor willing ; But by thy grace, 
Lord, we are oncly willing , and not able 3 and 
thou haſt thereforc ſent thine onely Son , who 
was both freely willing , and fully able, to ap- 
peaſe thy Juſtice , to reconcile thy Mercy , to 


comfort us here , to crown us hereafter. 


And now , Lord, having given us thy Son , 
how ſhalt thou not , together with him alſo , 


- give us all things ? and yet I often ſee thee gt- 


ving of good things to the bad , and bad to the 
good:thcre is nothing more frequent in this lite 
than the aMiRions of thy children, nothing mos 
re common than the proſperity of the wicked , 
they receive their goo things in this life, I 
ſhall enjoy mine in that to come, when I ſhall 
be comiorted , and they tormented. Thou , 0 
Lord, art righteous in a!l thy waies, ard holy 
in all thy works 3 thou loadett them with thine 
outward bleſlings,for their outward obedience; 
thou denicſt me theſe - outward favours , for 
mine inward advantage 3 by the 'one they arc 
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left inexcuſable , by the other I am made more 
conformable 3; my patience exerciſed , my faith 
tried, my love examinedgmy humility proveds 
all theſe are ſpeciall tokens of thy mercy to- 
wards me) for as grace increaſeth here, ſo ſhall 
glory hereafter. 
Lord , what can he fear that is aſſured of thy 
fivour ? that knoweth affuredly , that all theſe 
outward things ſhall work together for the 
beſt,to his advantage? If Zoſeph be thrown into 
the Pir, it 1s to ſend him into Egypt ; if into 
Priſon, to preter him to Ph5arvah, that ſo Corn 
may be ſemt into Canaan; it Satan be ſent to 
tempt Fob with aMiGions, it 1s becauſe Fob ſhall 
overcome Saran by patiences if holy David be- 
come a ſad ſpeRacle of humane frailty by fin- 
ning , it 1s to mare him a pattern of rrue piety 
in repenting 3 if the bodies of the Saints be 
orievouſly martyr*d in this life , it is to array 
them with glorious robes in that to come, 
'Lord let this reach me joytfu'ly ro entertain 
the ſaddeſt of evemts, which either thy wiſdome, 
mans unrighteouſneſs , or Satans cruelty , can 
bring uþon me 5 to be patieat under them, and 
thankfull for them 3 to ranſake my ſou! , and 
ſearch diligently there , for what fin thou ſende 


. eſt this ſorrow, to bewail ir, abhor it , forſake 


it, and carneftly implore thy pardon for it : 
When I am thus happily reſolved , I ſhall then 
have that undaunted boldneſſegto ſay with holy 
Fob , cAllthough thou killeſt me , yet will I truft in 
thee 5 with holy David, Though TI walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death , y:t will 1 fear 
none evill , for thou Lord art with me , and with 
thy bleſſed Apoſtleythat I know aſſuredly he the 
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ſufferings of this life ſhall work for me a far grea- 


ter and more exceeds 


ro Come. 


ng weight of glory , in that 


To th:e therefore, O thou bleſſed Guardian of 
my ſinfull ſul, and wretched body ,doc I addreſſe 


my ſelf for fafety and proteBtion. 


1 confeſſes, O Lord , there is no one minute of 
my wholc hife can be ſafe without thy gracious 
providence , and yet ſo wretched have 1 been , 
that few or none of them bave been devoted to 
thy ſerwice. 

Lord, I am not worthy of the leaſt of all thy 
mercies , and of all thy truth thou haſt afforded 
me 5 even the very beft of all my aftions hath 


 juftly merited the very worſt of all thy puniſh- 


ments , and yet thou daily load:ft me with thy 
bleſſings , although I hourly ſin againſt thee, by 
my great tranſgreſſins. - 

Forgive me my unmindſulneſſe of theſe thy 
mercies ,, my great unthankfulnc!ſe for all thy 
favours, and fix my finfull ſoul more willingiy , 
more joyfully , more fervently, more conſtantly, 
on thy ſexvice. 

Teach me to keep a catalogue of thy mercies, 
to let none paſſe without a thankfull and d:vout 


acknowledgement ; to ſet ſome dates apart from 


the yeargfame hours from cach day,to praiſe thee 
for them, 

Forgive the pride of my proſperity , my caree 
leſneſſe sf theeymy coldneſſe unto thine,my croſ- 
neſſe unto others , my cruelty to my ſelf. 

Lord pardon my repinings in adverſity » my 
"fa of thy power, my diſtruſt of thy providence, 
ny acniall of thy wiſdome , my refuſall of thy 


N| love , 
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lyve,my contempt of thy favour,my neglett of thy 
grace , my deſpair of thy goodneſſe. 

0 give me ſuch a bleſſed frame of heart , that 
T may chearfully and joyfully content my ſelf.to 
walk in whatſoever paths thy bleſſed providence 
ſhall lead me to : O hold thou up my goings in 


make a graciuu and a ſweet improvement 
theſe outward croſſes , a bleſſed and a wiſe ads 
vantage of thine inward graces : Lord l-ad me 
by thy counſ-U bere , and afterwards receive me 
zo thy glory. Amen. 


thyſe paths , that my feet ſlip not ; teach ms + 


' i H A P. IG. 
Upon finfull Anger , and the great diſturbance 


thereof. 


Lord, 


Hen I conſider of thy patience , and 

long-ſuffering towards me, a miſerai>le 
ſinner , of the lowlineſſe of thy: Saints, and of 
the great humility and meckneffe of my Saviour 
in his ſifferings , I much deplore the wofull 
wearnefſe of mine own infirmities , and more 
admire the richneſſe of thy goodnefle , in ad- 
mitting me to ſpeak unto thee. 

W hat pleaſure, Lord, canſt thou tate inthat 
ſervice which 1s alt fin.? how canfſt thou delight 
in that which thou abhorrcſt ? thou art a God 
of pure eyes , and canſt not behold iniquity 3 if 
all my righteouſneſſe be in thy ſight as filthy 
ra2s, and menſtruous clothes , how tull of ug- 


' linefle and deformity will my fins then appear 


before thee ? 
Ah 


"IN 
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Ah Lord, thou haſt often ſeen how eaſily, 
how ſuddenly , how wretchedly , I have been 
ſwallowed up of ſinfull paſſion 3 howIT have 
violated that invaluable peace which thou haft 
given megby revengefull thoughts,by deſpight- 
full words, by diſturbing aftions : I know no- 


aft inmy corrupt nature, but to know my ſelf 


iſerable 3 I ſce nothing in this miſery , but 
rerrour and confuſion , atfliction to my body , 
deſtruftion to my-ſoul ; all occurrences of this 
life ſhou!d have rather added to my growth of 
grace , than diſturbance of , nature : I have hi- 
therto b2en groflely miſtaken , in calling that a 
defe@& of my body , which is in rruth an er- 
ror in my ſou! : Nature was at firft created 
pure, no diſobedience was then in the paſſi- 
ons , Man hath niarred it by his Fall : all the 
Streams that 'are now troubled flow from this 
Fountain; this barren excuſe therefore is ſo far 
from leſſening fin, that it makes it bigger. I am 
now ſo much the more ſtained by commirting 
aQtuall fin, as I ſhould have been more. holy , 
and am not, ſince original. 


Lord , let this teach me to deal truly with my | 


ſoul, to-uncloath my ſelf of all ſinfull excuſes , 
that ſo ſin may appear:truly what it is, and 
may become out of meaſure fintull ; rhat mine 
Anger may be holy, my application of it happy, 
that nothing may diſturb me. but ſin 3 that 1 
may bea Lyon in thy cauſe, a Lamb in minc 
own ; that when I hate the fin, I may love the 
perſon 5 when I rebuke the offence , I may pray 
heartily for the offender ; fo ſhall I zealouſly 
enjoy thee my God , religiouſly embrace my 
neighhour , patiently poſſeſs mine own ry 

» 


- 
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And now, Lord, as thou baſt given me an 
beart to confeſs my ſins of impatignce before 
thee , ſo give me a ſw:ct aſſurance in my Savi« 
otur , that by bim 1 have affured pardon far 
them, © 
If thou Lord for my ſinfull Anger ſhalt infli& 
upen me thy ſevere wrath,and for my long con- 
tinuing in my fins , the loug duration of thy pu- 
mſhments 5 yet let not thy ſeveritie exceed the 
meaſure of my. Chriſtian charity ; though thou 
continueſt my miſerics , yet withdraw not thy 
mercies: O make me more and more bumble unto 
thee my God, and more and more meck amongft 
thy children 3 conform me to that bleſſed pattern 
of true picty and patience; that as a ſhech mm thy 
hands ( my bleſſed Shearer) ſol may be damb, 
and not open my mouth againſt thee. | 
Lord baniſh from me all deſires of revenge 3 


» tet Patience bavwe its perfett work , to quiet me 


here , and crown me hereafter. 

1 confeſs my ſelf tobe a great and grievous ſins 
ner,and yet I am thy creaturc; my Body us thine, 
and my. ſoul's thine , both were joyned m thy 
creation , and beth are joyned in my devotion 3 
both bave ſinned againſt thee, 0 let them both be 
humbled before thee, not to ſatisfie thy Fuſtice , 


but to 1mplove thy Mercy;not to merits thy Grace, 


but to magnific thy goodneſs, 
Lord make me truly ſenſible of the greatneſs of 
thy miſevy., that 1 may the! more devoutly , the 


© more” fincevely , ſue to thee for mercy + Forgrue 


' 


the many violent evuptions of my finfull paſſions, 
grve me a meck and bumblc fpirit , that 1 may 


| bappily enjoy thy preſence , and mine own co#- 


tent. Lord-grant that I may patiently and jo3- 
D fully 


60 The Sinner's Tears. 
fully imbrace the wrongs and injuries of thu life, 
for thy ſake, who haſt been patient even to death 

. for ne. 

Let that be made cafie unty me by thy grace ; 
which by nature ts 1mpoſſible , that nothing may 
delight me but thy love , nothing grieve me but 
thy diſpleaſure , nothing offend me but thy di- 
ſhonour. Amen. 


- 


CHAS P. 25, 


T'pon mans inordinate love to the Crea- 
IUYc. 


-O is me that I am conſtraine.l to live in 
Vw Meſpcch, and to dwell in the tents of 
Cedar ; wo is me that I was conceived in fin, 
that I was born in fin, and thar I have ſo long 
been captive to the power of fin : How. vain 
am I , how-wretched ,, to beguil my ſelf of reſt 
and quietneſs ?, O how unworthy to defile' my 
Marriage vows , to proſtitute my love to theſe 
un t!ean,and faiſe embraces of a finfull world , 
to diy unto my ſelf theſe broken Ciſterns of im- 
pure and empty joys,and-ro forſake thoſe living 
waters of cternall life : O wofull cateif, if 1 
well conſider what I am 3 but tar more wo- 
tull , If I ſeriouſly conſider what I ſhould 
DC. 

Lord, whenT was in.my blood, thou ſaidſt 
unto me , Live 5 when was caſt out , and none 
cyc pitticd me, then thou. hadfit mercy on me ; 
when I was naxed thou clothedſt mc , when I 
was wounded. thou healett m2 3 nay more, 
Lord, thou didit uncloath thy ſelf for me. , and 


by 


ifes 


-ath 


ce ; 
may 
but 
di- 
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y thy woundsI am healed 5; when I was loath- 
ſom in mine own cycs,l was beautifull in thine, 
and when all this 1s not yet enough to maniteit 
thy wonderkull compaſſions towards me, thou 
feedeſt me at thine own Table, thou lodgeſt me 
in thine own boſom , tnou maxeſt me partaker 
of thine own inheritance. 

Bleſſed God , what couldeſt thou have donc 
more for me thar thou haſt not done ? And yer 
for'all this I torſike thee , I negle@ thee , F 
abuſe thee , I adulterate thoſe many vows and 
promiſes I made unto th:e: And now, Lord , 
when I am even athamell ro preſent my ſeif bc - 
fore thee,wien my falſe heart hath been ſo great 
z ſtranger to thy bleſſed boſom, thar I am even 
aTaid ro kneel to. thee for mercy ; thou gracie 
ouſly forgiveit me,thou bemoaneſt my fin, thou 
hideſt my ſhame,thou makeſt love unto me, anc 
(ro the wonder oc my ſoul ) d:!;ghteſt itill ra 
ſet thy love upon me. 

Thuv, O my bleſſed Saviour, haſt to!d me, 
that if I were of this World,it would love mc, 
but now 1 am not of this World , that thz 
World hateth me : Lord , what madneſs 
is this in m2 to love mine utter enemy? to de® 
lizht in her boſom , which hunteth for my 
prectous !ife ? to forſake thee, the pleaſant Lil+ 
ly of the Vallies , the ſweer Refreſhments of E- 
ternity , to weary out, and wound my ſoul as 
mongſt'the Bryars of this barren Wilderneſs? 
Thou Lord, haſt ſayd unto me,Ariſe my Love, 
my Fair one, and come away z thou inviteſt me 
from the- ſhowers and rempeits of a ftormy Wine |, 
ter, from rhe caresand rroubles of a diſconten- 


tcd lite , to the ſweet dews of thy Praces , the 
| D 2 gentle 
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gentle breathings of thy Spirit, tte tender buds 
of thy love , th: lovely bloſſoms of thy: good- 
neſs , the pleaſant fruit of thy promiſes , the 
Joyfull crop of thy p:riormances: And notwith- 
ftanding all this I ſti!l cry ,, yer a little more 
fileep, yet alittle more ſlumber , yet a little 
more folding of the hands together z yet a little 
more fin , yet a little more ſhame, yet a little 
more ſorrow. 

Ah, Lord , what 1s there in the creature, tl.at 
thus ſtrangely bewitchzth me ? or rather 
what 1s th-re not in 1t,that is not every minute 
ready to betray mc, and diſ; oyl me of thoſe 
precious ornaments of ſoul which thou haſt gi- 
ven me ; the carcs and croſſes of rhis life aflidt 
me, the pleaſures beſot me, the profits diſturb 
me , pride puffeth me up , and even mine own 
heart decetveth me ; by calling good evill, and 
evill good z by making that ſiveet in the expe- 
Ration, which 1s bitter 1n the fruition : Lord , 
while I have ſought the creature, I have loſt my 

Telf , my body indiſtempers , my ſoul in diftra- 
Qaions. Ta 

That precious Faith which is, the ground of 
things hopcd for, and the evidence of things 
not ſeen, whoſe end is the ſalvation of my ſoul, 


4 


vehich is thy g1:t who art the God of truth, 1s , 


- ngwdrown:d in a fea of error , and juſtly g1- 
vei up to believe "dreams and deluſions , and 
dodtrines of Devils ; tv truſt wholly in vanity ', 
and to follow after lying. 

That ſaving knawledge , by which I was for* 
merly, cnlightne, in thy ſacred Truths , is now 
blinded” with the foggy miſts of fin and igno- 
xance :; This, Lord , 15 my great aggravation , 

and 


_—_ 


mus le ee 1 Fn anth - : ene il 


2 Gu - I ol IG OK; 


4 
FEET OT” IR . R8N XX * 


Mo i248 2 th ems - 


OTE AAS = -o{ 5 ri DV ne NS OO 


We " ts. tits 


ha 


—— 


TRE IFY 


The Sinner's Tears, 63 
and juſt condemnation Owe light is come nt'» 
the world , and I have loved darkneſs beite:? 
than light. 

That glorious hope which mateth not afha- 
me , bur exp2&eth an inheritance etercall in 
the heavens , which fadeth nor away , 1s now 
become a vain and empty hope, delighted wi:h 
lin , rewarded with ſham, 

T hoſe bleed affections by which my happy 


ſou! was wont to walk in thy wayes , an-l to 


delizhrt it ſcliin thy commands , are now we»: 
ricd out in wayes of wtczedi.efs 5 and riat 
teart witch hath ſo often promil.d obudicnce 
unto-thee and thy Laws , hath cw. forſaken 
thee the living God,and made a covenant with 
death and h211. | 

Thus am I robbed and ſpoyled of all, and. 
am becom? poor,and wretch:d,ind blind, and 
naked , and-miſerable 5 my whole hea is ficx, 
and my whole heart is tainr 3 I have ſown 1n- 
iniquity , and muft reap in atfliton ; I am in- 
toxicated with the wine of Errour , thar {tings- 
me like a Serpent , and bites me like a Cgcia- 
trice , and yet when I awake -( ſuch 1s th? ſad- 
neſſe of my preſent condition.) I ſay , I will 
ſce: it yer ſtill. | 

Lord , hz that 1s once out of thy path, know- 
eth not the lengrh of his journey, aid may well 
fear to loſe himſ-'f for ever. 

An now, Lord, what 1s my hope ? truly my 
hope 15s even 1n rh:e 3 rhou ſ-eſt my woauneile , 
and accepteit my willingneffe : thou riut know- 
eſt ir 1mpoffible tiat the world ſhould be o- 
vercome by me,biddeſt me be of good comfort. 
becauſe thou ( Lord ) halt overcome ti.e wor'd 

n tor 
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for me 3 if I fight not azain(t' thee , though I 
am often foyled , yet.Il am more than conque- 
rour in thee. | 

O ler tHfs reach me joyfuily to rely upon 


thee , to make thee the height of my joy, thef 


end of my deſires, the onely happy and eternal! 
objet of my finfall ſoul : Lord , I heartily de» 


ſire thee , I thanxtully embrace rhee , and doe 


for ever vow-my foul and body to thee. 
Suffer me not to wander from thy bleſſed pre- 
fence , let me not longer dally nor difſemble 
with my ſqul 3 O let me not thing that I then 
love thee ), when I love but my ſelf ix thee; 
make me now at laſt to know thoſe blciſed things 


that b:long to my peace , leſt they be for ever| 


hid from mine eyes. 

Lord,by thy rich mercy I can now plainly ſec 
the vanity and emptineſſe of all theſe earthly 
objeds , the folly and miſery of thoſe that reſt 


in them , the reſt and quietneſſe of thofe that 
leaſt rely upon them 3 in this tranſitory beauty |, 


of the Creature, can now behold the raviſhing 
p:rf2Aions of the great Creatour. 

Lord, I now exceeding! 7 defire to know ther, 
thar I may for ever love thec,that I may be fick 
of love till I enjoy thee, that I may joytully 
reſt in thee , and be etecnally united to thee. 


For thau , Lnrd, avt infinitely ſweeter than 
the ſwcetneſſe of thy Creatures , they are all but 
emptineſſe and vanity, but im thy preſence u the 


fulneſſe of 


fag , and at thy right hand there arc | 


_——_— ——_— — —— 


TEE 


pleaſures for exermore. 


0 thou bleſſed Fountam of eternall goodneſſe , 


forgive me(minc offences, caver my ſins, and fix | 
my | 


i 
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my ſoul upon theſweetneſſe of thy heaverly joy. s 

give me conflancy and fteadin-ſſe of heart, 
to cleave unto thee , and for thy mercy ſake re- 
move aliguain defires Adzt 1129 betray me from 
thee. | 

O thou b!:(f*d Saviour of my finfull ſoul , by 
whoſe perfett obedience ail my diſobedience us 
forgiven me, who haſt given thy ſ-!f for me,and 
t0.me ; give me alſo unfeigned repentance, that 
I may h:artily bewail the ſinfulneſſe of my lijc 
paſt,that I may make a grati 11 1mproveme nt of 
my life preſent, and faithfully per form the vaws 
and promiſes which I maks unto thee , fur the 
ſhort remainder of my lsfe #9 come. 

0 bleſſed and cternail Comforter of all thoſe 
finfull ſouls that put their truſt in thee , give nic 
a ſweet and full aſſuranes of thy love in Chriſt, 
withJr aw my wretchca heart from vanity , in- 
flame it with an earneſt and affcBionate defare 
zo thee ; open mine eyes , that 1 may ſee ſome 
glimps of thy celeſitall joyes prepared jor me, 
make me often to think of them, earneſi!yto © g 
for themgand readily and coearfully to part with 
all theſe earthly pleaſures to enjoy them. 

Lord make me able to encounter and withſtand 
the flroug aſſaults of Satan,and thy evill world, 
give me thy ſaving grace,and take from me what 
thou wilt ; without thy bleſſed preſence, all theſe 
out ward jayes are wearine(ſe , and emptineſſe ; 
without thee , even life it ſelf # bitterneſſe unto 
me ;. without thy love I ask it not of thee , yea 
I ratber beg thee ( Lord) to take it from me,that 
fu I may be juyfully releaſed from the bondage of 
a finfull body , that I may love thee with a pure 
and ſpotleſſe ſmul,that all mine smper fcBions may 
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be done away , that ſo I may ſecurely dwell with 
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- theeg, in perfeft holmeſſe , and endleſſe happi. 
neſſe. Amen. : 


\ CHAP. 


Vpon the ſin of Oncleanneſſe , with encourage- 
m.nts to avoid it. | 


Onſfider , O my ſoul, in what a bleſſed re-F 
lation thou now ſtandeſt go thy God; thou Þ 
hatt Jately grieved for thy fins, and God hath | 


alſo graciouſly accepred of thy ſorrow , and 


thou art now at peace and union with him 5 his F 
ho!y Spirit is thy Comforter \, his holy Provi- | 
dence thy Guide, his holy Angels thy Guar- | 
dians , his holy Saints thine Afiſtants 3 the | 


Creatures without thee are at league and union 
with thee , and thy Conſcience with jn thee is a 
contin::al feaſt unto thee + while thus thou 


continuctt, thy ſafety is inviolable, thy joy un- | 


u:rtcrable, thy peace una'terable. 

Who can <xprelilſe the bleflednefſe- of this con- 
dition ? how raviſhing is this reviving preſerc: 
of the gladding Spirit , by which thou art ſuſ- 
tained ſweetly here, by which thou ſhalt be joy- 
tully refreſht thereafter ! . 

Wilt thou now loſe all this (O my Soul) for 
this talſe , this fou! , this momenrany pleaſure ? 
wilt thou lodge this beaſtly fin , where rhou 


now lodgelt thy Redeemer? Conſider how vain |. 


It is , how bitter 1t will bez think how. many ſad 


thoughts , how many aking hearts, how many | 
wounding fipghs , this fall of thine will coſt | 


theez what diltempers of body, what diſturbance 
ot 


i 
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oo | of ſoul, what unquietneſſe of fle:p, what checas 
Py of conſcience , what inward ſadnctſe in thy 

| greateſt mercimenr, and ( whe" is worlt o! all ) 
what a fearfull apprchenfion of Gods wrath m | 
this life, and wotull expeQation of judccment,. i 
and ſuifering of extremity ot pains in Hcll tor | 
ever. 

Let not the vain hope of God: mcrcy flatter 
thee 3 for while he is mercituil , he will be juſt | 
l re- þ :7 uti x. 

| yea his mercy ſhall provoke his juttice 3 it hts 
thou en ts. * q 
hath | 1 ALFEES and long-ſuffering doe nor lead thee 
"= into timely repentance , his wrath and fury 


\ 
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and ſha!l ſurcly lekd thee out to greater condemna- 
Dy tion | 
_— If cuſtome perſwade thee , let cufſtome alſ 


4 + reclaime thee z it thy fleſh murmnr, chy ſpirit 
Fo : will rcj»yce : Ohow i.appy wilt tho: find thts - 
ua oppoſition ! how glortous this victor! 2ven wut 


I ' . 

mk : one beſfled thought vi amendment, .5 of more 

hs | value thanan ape ot fin. 
70 Holy Saint «Auzuftine , who vas wont to nou» - 


| riſh his laſci vious fieſh,and thought it then 11» 
_ - poſſible to live-wtrhour tlie | -itiui i: ifes of tis 
_— Roman Dame: , when once ie nail but-relidhcd : 


11 - . . . , ' - 4 
| the raviſuing embraces of eterutry , brake forth * 
J* | inro this ſwcet and matt .{:vine <2preſſion , 
_ * How truly ſweet is the-laſſe v; 4 earthiy ſweet-. 
> @ (jc ! thoſe tranſitory jogos which I was formerly 


{ 
"a afraid to loſe, ] now rejoyce to ' 281ſh ; at was thuw, 
. | 0 Lord , wi9 didfi thrujt the;r out ; 11 13 thou , 0. 


- } ZTord, who art enired i4 , wro art ſwv.ter than : 
y | all fwcetneſſe , &c. 

S 1. -. Lord let this examp'e move m2 to a !\1L-Hed * 
_ 1ita:1on of thi bie,icd Saint , roraxe ved of 
” holding conference with Satan , to labour-to - 


us Di.s . -{ -aepell \\ 
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repell the very firit motions to fin 3 1f 1 delight 
in his diſcoarſe, I ſhall ſoon conſent to his 
counſell 3 if he feel me refiſt , I ſhall find him 
oive ground, Lord let me remember what I 
fight tor,and foilow my advantage with courage 
and ſucc:i[e, that waen my daies of wartare ſhall 


determine , I may ſay with joy and comfort ,'} 


with thy blcſfed Apoſtle , 1 have fought a good 


fight , I have kept the faith , I have finiſhed my 
courſe , from hence forth there #s laid up for me 4 
crown of righteouſneſſe , which the Lord the righ- 

:ous Fudge ſhall groe me at that day, and not unto 
me oncly, but unt» all theſe that love, and expe the 
| day of bis appearing , 2. Tim. 4. 7, 8. 


Lord , 
Thou haft often ſeen the weakneſſe of thy ſins 


full ſcruant , how willingly , how wretched ; 
bave been yeeIding to the falſe allurements of my | 


finfull fleſh ; how baſely T have given ground , 
even upon the very firſt aſſault , without deſirs 
of reſiſtance , Without care of repentance. 

I have bitherto been ſo far from ſorrowing for 
thy fin , that 1 bave much delighted'm it , and 
often grieved th:e , my God , in framing of cx- 
Cuſes for it: : 

Bleſſed God , how rich i that peace which 1 


enjoy by thee , how glorious that bope which I 


pafeſſe in thee, how wonderfull that mercy I 0b- 
tain from thee? and yet how careleſly, how coldly, 
bave I parted from thee ? Lord forgive what us 
paſt, reſtrain what u preſent, prevent what ts to 
eome -: 0 let me enjoy no ſweetneſse but in thee , 
whd art nearer to me than I can be to my ſelf , 
who art ſweeter to methan the ſexcetneſſs of - 
theſe earthly pleaſures, 0 give 


The Sinner's Tears, 069 

0 give me ſuch a bleſſed frame of heart , ſuch 
«Angel-like integrity of ſoul , that my thoughts 
way be chaft,mydefires boly,my words graiious , 
my attions goud. 


Give me a double portion of thy bleſſed Spirits 


that I may double myobedience to thy ſweet com- 
mands , that I may taff the comforts of thy hea» 
venly joyes , and utterly abhoy the falſe allure- 
ments of thu ſinfull world. 

Let the ſweet ſhowers of thy diftilyng graces 
alliy theſe motions of concupiſc#tce, extingui/h 
theſe devouring flames of Iuft , that 1 may con- 
ftanily and bappily oppoſe this darling fin to my | 
laft bour , and joyfully triumph with thee* fur/ 
ever. Amen, | 

CHAP: 2% 


Upon immoderate Mirth , and the finfull incon« 


veniencies thereof. - | : 


Lord, 
F I were this day to dye ; If thou ſhouldeft 
now ſay unto me , Give an account. oi thy 
Stewardſhip , for thou ſhalt be no longer Siew- 
ard ; 1£ mine Audje were at this inſtant to be 
given up , and all mine ations this preſent 
hour to b2 accounted for , how ſadly ſhou'd L 
look upon that loſt time which harh been 
ſpent in fin ? how many vain Items mt needs 
appear to my d-:ſerved ſhame, and cnd'cfs for- 
ruw ? So. many minutes walt:d in unclean ant 
wanton cogitations 5 ſo many dayes and njghrs: 
In frivolous and idiec diſcourſe; ſu many weeks, 
and moneths, and ycares,,in vain and f:nfull 
actions ; How full of horror an confaſion. 
DP 6 would: 
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would this Account appear , even to mine own 
eies? With what tace ſhould I dare preſent itunto 
thine? What would I not now give to. purchaſe 
bur ſome ſmall reſpite to redeem thts wofull 
waſte , this vain expence of time ? What ſeri- 
015 vows , and faithfull promiſes ſhould I now 
make of amendment ? What conſtant houres 
would be now dedicated to thy ſervice ? my 
whole life would now ſeem too littic to bewail 
my folly , to redcem my lofs. 

O what madneſs is it then , while I have 
dayes of mercy, to deſpiſe them,to.abuſe them, 
to be utterly negleive of them ? What is it , 
Lord, that I ſo eagerly perſue 2 Even tke.very 
heighth of all mine outward happineſs ,, 1s but 
a ſhort crackling of thorns, a ſudden blaze , 
which may ſeem tro warm me. , but can never 
throughly heat me 3 Wo be to that ſoul for e- 
ver, that can find no refreſhment but in this 
momcntany fire 3 It thy Grace , Lord , can- 
not warm me ,, thy Glory will not comfort 
mc. | 

T here can be no-rrue, joy but in godly ſor- 
- gOw;The heart of the wiſfh in the buuſe of mourn- 
ing,the beart of fools in the houſe of mirth , Eccl, 
7- 6. The luxurious Wanton may be carnally 
joyfull , bur the penitent Chriitian is cordially 
merry. 

There is no better tryal of this truth (Lord) 
than from.thine own mouth ,, who wert a man 
of ſorrows ; thou,O: Lord , haſt rold me, That 
I ſhall weep , bur the world ſhall rejoyce z that 
I ſhall ſorrow , bur my ſorrow ſhall! be turned 
into joy,and my joy ſhall no man tate trom mz 
Tobn 16, 2:2, * 
| Deccive 


» 
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Deceive not thy ſelf therefore ( O my ſoul ) 
for if thou walkeſt roo far in this enticing path, 
thou art out of thy way to Heaven; and thou 
mayſt go ſo far in it as to loſe thy ſelf, ard by a 
cuſtomary freedom of thy Chriſtian liberty , 
ſoon find-ſo great an indiſpoſition unto God ,. 
and goodneſs,that unleſs the blefſed Shepheard 
of thy ſoul vonchſafe to fd thee:, by his ſas 


ing grace, it is improbable. , nay it is impoſſi- 


b!e that thou ſh -uldft ever rerurn. 

Canft thou be ſo ſenſleſs to believe that thon 
art Chriſts Diſciple , when thou wilt not bear 
his Croſs ? Di4 ever any of his followers enjoy 
heaven without vioience?withour beating down 
their bodies ? without cheriſhing their ſoules ? 
without much weeping, faſting , praying , figh- 
ing , groaninz for their fins ? without being 
crucified unt{ the world , and the world unto 
them ? withour cheoring , and controiling their 
unruly luſts ? without utrer'y forſaking al! this 
earthly traſh? and joytful!y accounting 1t as loſs 
and dung tro poſſeſs Chrilt ? 

Look upon the Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, 
Virgins , Fathers of the Charch , and all the 
bletied company of Saints, 1n ail rimes, places, 
Ages of the world , and thou ſha'r find them 
all ro uſe this world ,, as if they uſed it nor 3 
quierly, ſparingly, foberly;Iſaac at his evening 
devotion 1n the ſolitary fields, {:7:ab at his pri 
vate Carmet , the Baptift in the defarr, St. Paul 
in his defires out of the body, and with Chriſt, 


holy Swmeon in his Pillar , Saint Zerome In his . - 


Cave, all of them and innumerable more of 
Gods Sainrs, wgre true Benunizs, ſonnes of ſur- 
row and aifliction. 

Lord, 
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Lord, with how much fervoar , and alacrity 
of ſoul, did theſc thy bleiſed ones purſue rhy 
heavenly joyes ? whar ſharp combats had they 
ro overcome th:mſelvcs ? And it ſach choſen 
and ſelett veſſels as rheſe, have had ſuch great 
{trivings , ſuch powerfull conflits with their \ 
finfuil bodizs ? what will b:come of me ? rhat 
have obeyed fin in the laſts thereof , that can 
find no pleaſure but in folly, no laughter but in 
macinefs 

Conſider therefore , O my ſoul , whilſt thou 
baſt yet ri.ne , t:at there is no truer charafter 
of a gracelcf$ heart, than prophan2 mirth ; rhou 
art too ready to believe, that God 15 mercifall, 
that all thy fins may b2 forgiven thee in, a moe 
ment 3 that the good Thief was ſaved at the 
laſt hour, and that therefore thou mayſt (till go 
on in wiccednefs, God indeed is alwayes 
ready to ſhew meccy, but it is onely unto thoſe 
that arercady to repent: And how knoweſt thou 
whether God will accpt thee $n that hour ? 
Whether he may nor, whether he will nor, then 
withdraw: his ſaving grace from that finfall 
ſoul, which hath ſo long withdrawn it ſelf from 
his ſervice : This is that which thy b'eited Savie 
gur telleth thee, Not every one which crieth Lord , 
Lord, ſhall enter into the Kngdom of heaven, but 
he that doth the will of my Father 2hich s 192 kea« 


ven , Math. 7. 2r. ; 
And lelt perhaps that one examp'e of the dy- 
ing Penitent may flatter thee , conlider oi rhe 
time, the place , the manner of his ſtrange con- 
verſion: Tb# was aſuredly (faith St Auguſtin: ) 
to manifeſt th: pozver and Godbead of a dying Sa- 
wiour, and that upon the rare confeſſion of an Inf 
et , 
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dell , and that at ſuch a time when all the world 
forſook him, and even bu on Diſciples ether doub- 
ied., or demied bus Godiead. 

Alaſs,how little comfort canſt thou now reap 
from this example? how ſhould it rather affright 
thee,to ſee but one ſoul amongſt ſo many milli- 
ons,to ob:ain mercy at the laſt hour, 8 that upon 
ſuch weighty circumſtar.ces ? on what a weak 
foundation «ocK thou build thy hopes ot hap- 
pineſs? how cafily will that devouring ſtorm 
of thine accuſing conſc:erce ruin it ? and then 
how £reat the {a!l will be, the fearfull horror of 
thy loſt eſtate will worully expreſs. 

Lord , lect this teach me to redeem thoſe pres» 
cious hours which I have loſt: O let each wan- 
ton thuught , cach 1d1e word, be monitors to 
rell me how my Audit ſtands with heaven. I 
ean ſpeak nothing, I can doe nothing , which I 
can recall ; each circumſtance of fin 1s charged 
in mine account , and mutt be reckoned tor : 
how carcful ſhould this maze me of the expenſe 
of that time that is recorded for eternity? Thou, 
O Lord, art holyneſs ir ſelf, thy Saints and An- 
gels are holy , and rhy children muſt' be holy 
nothing but holineſs can inherit heaven, no un- 
clean pleaſure, no 1umpure joy ſhall enter there: 
How can I ever hope to be an inhabitant of 
that holy City , whoſe heavenly language I cans 
not ſpeak ? OO 

And now, Lord,feeing theſe things are thus, 
by thine aſſiſting grace , I ſeriouſly reſolve to 
al'ow. my felt no pleaſure in this life , but 
what 1s ſanctified with moderation ; becauſe I 
clearly ſee, theſe outward pleaſures to be one» 
ly ſa far uſefull unto mg, as by them I am 

made 
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made more ſerviceable unto thee:Mollerate and 
honeſt.repaſt:, fers an edge. upon my ſoul, and 
makes it more carneft, more ative in devotion, 
when I take up pleaſure as a trade, I become 
a Traytor to my body, a Tyrant to my ſoul. - 

Lord, I am now heartily ta love with heaven, 
and grudge at that hours liberty in outward 
merriment , that maketh not the next more 
eager of mine inward comfort 3 There 15 no 
ſweetneſs but in goodneſs , and there is no 
goodneſs in that mirih which is not ſubordi- 
nate to this ſweetneſs : Chriſtian liberty may 
be eaſily miſtaken , and become licentious 
wickn:dneſs ; there is oſten- times moſt danger 
in thoſe things which ſeem molt necelfary , if 
not uſed with mo-lcration. 

And now Lord, having ſeriouſly conſidered. 
what time fs , and wherefore , I admire the fo!- 
ly, and lamenr the miſery of all thoſe whoſe 
onely aim is ro miſ-ſpend it : My dayes are 
few , and fuli of evil , 0 let my greateit carc 
be ro husbhand my time we!l ; I have much buſt» 
neſ:, and gre-or,to diſpatch, and I know not 
whether this dayes light may be my lait 3 Mige 
eternity of joy or ſorrow , hath its d-pendaicg 
on tins ſhort moment : If 1 think upon : 't ſcrt- 
oully , I ſhal! gradge to ſpend one minate vain» 
ly : Lord , thre 1s no diitinftion of time with. 
thee, one day with thee is asa thouſand ycars , 
and a thouſand years as one day , Olet me 1c= 
riouſly conſider , that with me there 1s , that [ 
moit work while it is cal!edto diy , that mine 
houres are ſ,t.r and fh--rt, that the nighr of 
dearth cometh , when I cannot work 5 char the 
end 0: all things cometh , when time ſhall be 

no 
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no more : By thy grace therefore I will piouſly - 
devote rhe remnant of my life to holy dutics , 
ſo ſhall mine age of fin be nothing 1n thy ſight 5 
and one day well ſpent ( in thy remembrance ) 
as a thouſand years. 


| Bleſſed Lord, 

Wilt thou accept of ſuch a finfull creature as 
IT am to appear before thee , to approach unto 
3h2e,to ſuc to thee for mercy ? How bold am 1 to 
look up unto thee with theſe adulterous eyes that 
have ſo long been gazing on theſe earthly joyes ? 
bow much preſuming on thy mercy , to im 
plore the: with that tongue , thathath ſo much 
provoked thy diſpleaſure? how impudent to offer 
that diſloyall heart unto thee , that bath ſo faſt 

| been wedded to this finfull world? 

Lord , when mine own wretchednefs had 
brought thy gracious wifitation on me , when thy 

. hand preſſed me ſore , when thine arrows 
ftuck faſt in me , and the venome of them 
drank up my ſpirits ; when my heart was in 
beatincſs , and my foul in bittern:ſs , when 

my hfe was drawing near unto the grave , 
when mine own conſcience pleaded powerful'y 

. againſt me, and th: terrors of a ſecond dea:h 
were ready to devour me 3 1 then earnefily im 
plored —_ mercy , and thou freely forgazeft 
me ; Tther®begged my life of thee , that 1 might 
ng di dewote the remnant of my life unto 
TPCC. 

Ab Lord , tow wretchedly hath mine own 
heart deceived me ? what ſerious vows , and 
Faithfull promiſes did I then make unto thee? and 

. 26t bow carcleſly , bow fooliſhly am 1 m_ 
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ed from thee ? bow wainly have I trifled out 
that precious time which thou haſt given me ? 
how juſtly mayft thou now deprive me of thu 
wretched life , by which 1bave ſo much diſho- 
nored thec ? | 

Ind now, Lord, when I have even wearied 
out my ſelf in wickedneſs, when my ſoul u« over- 
charged with fin , and my beart with ſorrow , 
when th: vanity of thus life us ready to forjaks 
me , and there » nothing left but miſery and 
ſhame to ſeize upon me ,; I have not yet reſolved 
ſeriouſly to come unto thee. 

Lord, leave me not unto the weakneſse of 
wine own infirmitics , expoſe mee not unto 
the raging billowes of theſe flrong temptations , 
Suffer me not to fink tnto thu depth of fin , 
zo be deſtroyed by this dreadful ftorm of Satan , 
and mine own accuſing conſcience ; rebuke 
theſe windes and waves, and cauſe a bleſsed 
calm within me ; reach out thy hand of 'mercy , 
and ſupport me ; firengthen my drooping ſoul , 
that 1 may joyfully , and faithfully lay hold 
epors thee : give me a fixed heart , that I may 
Seriouſly return unto thee , and may this bour b: 
graciouſly accepred of the. 

Lord wean me from the falſe imbraces of 
this evill world , turn all theſe fenfull joyes 
to bitterneſs unto mee , make me 10 ſee their 
foulncſs and deformity , their gmptineſſe and 
Tanity , their ſhortneſs and uncertainty , their 
falſhoud and flattery , their wearineſSe and mi- 
ſery. : 

O let my kheart be filled , let my ſoul b: 
raviſhed with thoſe tranſcendent juyes of 
thine which are for ever ; give me a joyfull ſoul 

: is 


Wee 4 


The Sitiner's Tears. 77 4 


to reſt ſecurely in them , a ready heart devoutly 
thankfull for them. 

Lord moderate my defires to outward in- 

 Joyments' ; et me relliſh no ſavzetneſſs but 
em thy love , no goodneſſe but in thy grace , 
no comfort but in the full aſſurance of thy 
glory. 

Forgive thoſe wretch:d houres which have 
been floln from thy ſervice : 0 Lord , my Gud , 
I heartily bewvail them , and willingly reſolve tv 
ſpend my days mm ſorrow for them. 

Make me more watchfull over my corrups 
heart , more Carefull of my precious timse , 
more ſerious in the weighty work of my 
ſalvation 5 more ſorrowfull for fin , more 
mindfull of the hour of dcath and day of 
judgement : That ſo I may affet the plea- 
ſures of this life ſaberly , enjoy them ſparing- 
ly , and leave them cheerfully. Amen. 


LF * CHAL 26 


Upon the great danger of deferring the hour of 


repentance. 


Onſider, O my ſoul,of the great danger of 

delaying thy repentance 3 of judging that 
ſo eaſy, waich will prove ſo difficult; of think- 
ing that almoſt finiſht , which is ſcarce yet 
begun : Believeſt thou it will ſuffice thee to 
have ſome tranſitory thoughts of thine amerd- 
ment , to have perhaps ſome pinching ſighs , 
ſome ſtings of conſcience , ſome ſhews of ſor- 
row for thy ſins; to hang down thy head like a 


| bulruſh for a day, and yet afterwards to return 


with 
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vith the dog to thy filthy vomit , and with the 
ſow to the wallowing in the naſty mire of ſin: 
While thou continueſt in- this courſe , thy 
hopes of amendment are extreme cloubttull , of 
reconciliation dangerous, of repentance deſpe- 
rate. 

If ever thou hopeſt to inherit heaven , [ct 
not Satan thus delude thee ; look well into 
thine evill and corrupt heart , and thou ſhalr 
there find, that this is not the cure, but the diſ- 
eaſe of ſin 5 that thou grieveſt not tor thine of- 
ferce, but for thy puniſhment ; that thou mayſt 
yer go much far:hcr 1n this ſuppoſed path of thy 
repentance , and iti!l be far ſhort 'o; that ſince- 
rity of heart which God requireth of: nee, and 
yet hive no part nor feli'owſhip in Chriſt: Thou 
mayſt with Saul -xnreſs thy ſorrow with thy 
tears 3 with thgſe B -evers in rhe Goſpel , re- 
ceive the word wiih 15y;zwith Demas, ſhew thi- 
ne inward grace by thin? outward vbedience 5 
and in ſome fort be made parcaxzer of the 
Holy Ghoſt , and have a taſt of che good things 
cf the world: to comezan( yet for all this, come 
far ſhort oi this unteigned work of true repen- 
tance. Alaſs, what can it profit thee to bewail 
that fin which thou wilt not forgo?what reward 
canſt thou expe for that obedience which ſo 
ſoon fainteth ? what comfort in that Joy which 
is hut temporary. 

Remember how great a wors thou halt” :n 
. hand, how many mijlions of loſt ſouls complain 
eternally in hell of this negle& 3 O look into 


the foulneſs of thy fin , and rhen into the true- | 


neſs of tky ſorrow ; If thou art Gods child , 
thou wilt be grieyed for etfending of ſo ue a 
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Father 3 thou wilt abhor that fin that hath ſo 
much provoked his diſpleaſure , thou wilt moſt 
ſolemaly proteſt againit it, and 1-riouſly re- 
ſolve for ever to avoyd it ; thy fin will be ever 
before thee , to humble thee here, to cxalt thee 
hereafter. 

T hy degrees of fin will have thy degrees of 
ſorrow 3 thy meaſure of pollution will require 
thy meaſure of ſanRification : As thou haſt gt- 
ven up thy members to be ſervants of fin , ſo 
thou muſt now yeeld them up to be weapons of 
rizhteouſneſs 3 as thou haſt been drowned in 
pleaſure , ſo thou muſt be drenchrt in tears yea 
thoſe tears will þe thy dayly food , to nouriſh 
thee in grace, to enrich thee 1n glory. 

O how truly bleſſell is that ſoul , which hath 


.unteignedly reſolved on this good , this great , 


this neceflary work ? that can cheerfully and 
py expreſs it ſelf with holy Daz:d, and 
ay , Lord 1 am bowed down greatly , 1pgoe mour- 
ning ll the day long,Ihave roared out for very an- 
guiſh and unqui:ineſs of beart.If thou haſt Davids 
ſorrow ( O my ſoul ) thou ſhalt aſſuredly have 
Davids ;oy , thou ſhalt ſay with him a'fo, 
Lord 1 am thy child, and the ſou of thine handmaid, 
thou baſs broken my bonds in ſunder,Pſal. 116. 16. 
Satan may now tempt thee , and through thy 
frailty an! infirmity prevail againſt thee 5 bur 
to become a cuſtomer to evill, the powers of 
hell cannot entice thee 5 a thouſand worlds are 
not now of that value with thee , as the joyfull 
remembrance of thy p.fled dangers,thy preſent 
comfort , thy tuture ſafery. 
Thou haſt now ſeen ( O my ſoul ) how abſo- 
utely nceſſary this great work is 3 think now 
how 
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how happy. will be: the performance , how full 
of danger the delay : the longer thou continu- 
eſt in ſin , rhe more remote thou-art from _ 
grace 3 What extreme folly is this in thee, to 
deprive thy ſelf of that friend , of whom thou 
haſt moſt need ? If thou findeſt thy ſclf ſo back- 
ward to this holy duty now , how averſe wi.t 
thou be hereafter , when fin 1s more deeply 
rooted in thce, the devill in more firm poſſeſſi- 
on of thee , and God himſclt removed turther 

off from thee ? | 
From whence now are theſe falſe hopes, theſe 
vain proumites of future happineſs ? how darett 
thou refuſe theſegracious otfers of eternity?how 
full of doubtfulneſs and extreme hazard 1s this 
falſe aſſurance of that holy Spirit , which thou 
haſt ſo often grieved ? Be not deceived,God is 
not mocked, look - what .a' man ſoweth, even 
thar ſhali he reap 3 he that ſoweth in the fleſh, 
ſhall reap corruption 3 he that ſoweth tn the 
Spirit, lite everlaſting : It thou wilt not hear 
Gods call in this liſe , he will not hezr thine in 
that to come 3 if thou wilt not mourn for thy 
fins hece , thou ſhalt howl for them for ever. 
And who ſhall then have pitty upon thee ? or avho 
ſhall be ſorry for thee ? or Fubs ſhall pray fer thy 
peace ? thou haſt abandoned me ( ſauth God ) thou 
haſt gone from me , and now will I ſtretch out my 
band againſt thee to deſtroy thee. Jexem. 15. 595. 
Lord, let this teach me to deal rruly with my - 
ſelf, to ſearch narrowly for fin, timely for ſor- 
row, and ſpeedily for pardon. Scek the Lord, 0 
my ſoul , while he may be found , for in the great 
water-fluods ( of his cternall wrath ) thow ſhalt 
308 come nigh kim. 
/ Lord, 
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Lond, : 
I bav: finned, and I d:fire to repent; 1 bave 
layen long feftering in the grave of ſin , and 


- Cannot be now raiſed without a miracle. 


1 have finned in delight, im conſent,in ation, 
m cuſtom, in long continuance of cuflom ; with- _ 
out remorſe of conſcienee , without thought ' of 
repentance : 1 am grown old and impudent in 
fin , and am no more worthy to be called thy 
child. 

Lord, I am become loathſom to my ſelf , 
how much more odious unto the , who art a 
God of pure eyes , and«canſt behold nune ini- 
quitte, 

I have finned againſt theegl cannot repent but 
by thee ; my tranſgre/ſion # aftive,my obedience 
paſſive, I can no more ariſ: from fin than death, 
even this; deſire of ſorrow # from thee '; the 
repair of my corruption js the wore of thy, 
creation; when thou haſt raiſed me by thy grac:, 
thou ſupporteft me by thy goodneſſe , thou leadeft 
me by thy providence , thou draweſt me by 
thy patience , thou compelleſs mec by thy 
power. 

Such ts my weakneſs, ſuch s my f:ebIeneſs by 
nature, that I cannot riſe without thee , that I 
cannot ſtand without thee when I am raiſed by 
thee ; ſuch is my flrepgith , ſuch #® my ability by 
grace, that IT am able to go awith thee , that I am 
Jjoyfull to run after thee, | 


.- © Lord quicken and revive me from the death of 
 fen, and grave of miſery ; ſuſtain my wounded 


conſcience with the ſweetneſs of thy ſaving pro- 
wiſes'; let thy patience and long-ſuffering lead 
me 


” $2 TheSinner'sTears, 


-” 


me in to repentance , thy boly Spirit unto perfeft 
bolineſs , andendleſs happineſs. 
Lord Feſus draw me, and I ſhall joyfully run 
after thee 5 my body in obedience to my ſoul , my 
ſoul and body in obedience to thy bleſſed will, me» 
re zealouſly , more willingly , more conſtantly to 
ey lrves end, Amen, | 


CHAFPT. a. 
- Upon Servile fear , and the danger thereof, 


O child can fear his father as he ought , 

that 15 not jealous of his fathers honour , 
that is not feelingly affefted with his injuries , 
and zealouſly devoted to perpetuate his 
praiſe ; and it is as equally impoſſible that this 
father can affe@ that ſon , whoſe obedience 15 
rather enforced by power , then invited by af- 
feion. 

If this be ſo in Nature,it js much more ſo in 
Grace for thou, O Lord , art now a double 
father to me, thou art my father by creation , 
and my father by redemption :. Lord , as thou 
haſt doubled thy goodneſs towards me , I 
ſhould have doubled my return of thanktulneſs 
rowards thee : Thy love tro me 1s abſolute , no 
breach can diffolve it,no time determine it; thy 
love to me was trom the þeginning, and whom 
thau lovelt thou laveſt:to the end : My, love to 
thee is fickle,falſe,and full of imperfsQibns;and 
if my filiall fear, even in:my reſt performances, 
be tull of ſpots and blemiſhes in thy: ſight ,' how 
moſt deformed ſhall I appear,whenI ſerve thee 
with an irrcligious , and ungodly fear ? a" I 
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'ly-3 while I continue in this cofirſe of diſobe 


"Y ”w 


doe thy will repiningly ,'and coldly , not far 
Ove of thy mercy , but for fear of thy juſtice ? 
when I am knowingly and willingly conſenting 
to thy great diſhonour z when I am fo zealous 
in the worlds cauſe, yea, too roo often , in the 
devilscauſe, and ſo benummed in thine ; wheu 
ſorrows diſinay me , and fins delight me. 

Ah Lord ! how far am I from whatTI eught-to 
be? IfI go on in this path,I periſh every 
ence , I hang over hell fire by the ſlender twig 
of an uncertain life', and if that once break,my 
loſs 1s irrecoverable : Thou Lord haft ſayd ir 
( and thy word is truth) He which dentetb me be- 
fore msn , him will I deny beſure my Father which 
1in heaven : Lord let this tcach me to deligh: 


.in thy ſervice , to be jealous of thine honor, ro 


thirſt for thy favour, to tremble at thy frown,gio 
ſubmit to thy rod, to think nothing too dear 
to part withall, to purchaſe thy grace, ro pro- 
mote thy glory. Tiou , O Lord, lovett not '« 
cowardly Chriſtian ifI prefer any thing to thy 
love, I ani-maſt unworthy of it 3 that friendſhip 


1s rog dearly bought , which cannot be cnjoyed 


without the lofs of thy favour. | 
If my brother offend me , I will labour te 


reſtore him with the ſpiric of meexneſs,, leſt _ 


whi:ſt I ſtudy to rebuke another , I become 
euilty my ſelf:No fn ſhall paſs me without ſome 
ſhew of diſtait , without ſome tceliag of my 
Makers injusy , and my brothers miſery; IE L 


'be not moved with compatlion for anothers f59:% 
I ſhall never be moved with contririon for min® 


own 3 ſuch. comfort as I can willingly at- 
E ford 
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ford another , I may well hope ſhall be graci- 
oufly conferred on my elf. | 
In my-reproof of fin I will obſerve theſc holy 


- cautions, 16ſt white I endeavour to become ſcr- 


viceable'unto thee, I prove injurious to my 
neighbour : Private ſins ſhall! not have publique 
reprehenfſions ; neither ſhall publique fins be 
underently reprove( by me a private perſon ; 
Piery mutt not confound Charity,nor Religion 
Policy. Lord , I may cafily rranſgreſs, even in 


©my beſt intentions; how grievoully have I then 


failed in my rebellious aQtions ? when I have 
not feared thee with that ſincerity of kcart 
which becometh thy child 5 wh-nI have not 
loved thee for that beauty, for that richneſs, for 


' that goodneſs which thou artgbut for thoſe out- 


ward bleffings which I enjoy from thce 3 when 
I ſerve thee tor baſe and by-reſpetts , ſuch, and 
ſo unbeſecming my profeſſion, ſo far below that 
foul which thou haſt given me , that thou mayſt 
juſtly now withhold thy blefſings from- me 
- when Thave hitherto ſought but my ſelf in thee, 
when my thoughts have been carnall, my words 


' hypocriticall , my ſervice deceitful!, 


To thy glory (Lord) and mine own deſerved 
ſhame, [ willingly conteſ:, thar I have not only 
ſinned through the frailty of my nature, but I 
have ſinned alſo with an high hand 3 fin hath 
not onely ſurpriſed me at unawares , but I have 
obeycd it in th2 Juſts thereof, with willingneſs, 
with greedineſs, with joyfulneſs ; I have not 

 onely corrupted mine own waycs before thee , 
by mine own fins, but I have alſo fooliſhly con- 


Atratcd others faults, by hearing and ſecing 


tice my God diſkonored in vain and finfull 
| diſcourſe, 
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diſcourſe,in more vain and ſinfull excefs,with- 
out ſhew of diflike,without thought of reprootz 
yea, Lord, I have added unto others fins by 
mine example , while I have feared to reprove 
that which I have known to be diſtaſttull unta 
thee , while I have ſeemed ro love that which 
hath been hatefull ro mine own foul : With 
thoſe time pleaſing Rulers in the Goſpel , L 
have believed in thee, but becauſe of the Pha*- 
riſces -( becauſe of outward reſpedts ) I have 
feared ro confeſs thee 3 and have loved the 


praiſe of men , niore than the praiſe of 
God. : 


But thou, Lord (who art infinitely good, and 
ever ready to forgive , Thoſe wiſe and ver ru- 
ling ſy ovidence ts only abl: to produce the great- 
Faw out of th: greateſt evill)Pardon and paſs 
y my many and my w:ak compliances of ſinful 
nature ; ſupply my defeRs , accept my deſires , 
incourage my endeavours : Let thy power be 
magnificd in my weakneſs, thy love in my wits 
fulneſs , thy grace in my ſunfulneſs. 

Suffer me not ( O Lord ) to run from thee , 
by & baſe and ſervile fear of thy Fuſtice , 0 

let me rather run into the boſom of thy Iwve by 
filtall fear , in ſweet and ſafe aſSurance of thy 
mercy. . 

Lord make me to ſce the fcarfulueſs and 
uglingſs of fin , by the bright rayes of thy ce- 
Ieſtrals beauty - O let me patiently,and josfully , 
and thankfully , endure thy ſweet chaſtiſements 
for it , and ſpeedily, and conftaritly withdraw 
my longings from ito" © | 

Give me an yearning and relenting ſou! for 

E 3 grice 


85 TheSinner's Tears. 
grieving thy good Spirit ; give me ( 0 Lord ) 
that chaſt and bleſſed fear belonging onely to thy 
children , that I may not fear thee to tremble at F 
thee, but to love thee, to bonor thee,to delight in 
thee , to enyjuy thee. | 

Livrd , make me jealous of every deed , of > 
zery word , of every thought that may diſpleaſe 
th:z , and truly penitent for all thoſe fins by 
which I have ſo much difhonoured thee + Indu: 
me with a loyall heart to love thee truly as I 
ought; ſtrengthen this love 2vith holy confidence , 
and happy perſevtrance , that may for ever ba-PÞ 
niſh ths unboly fear ; that ſo my joyfull ſoul | 
may live above the yeach of humane miſery ;\ 
that I may be capable uf n» fear but. of offend- | 
sng thee; and that I may not onely fear thee |þ 
my elf , but be jealous alſo of thy fear in 
OFEerS. | " 

L:rd,let nothing in this life withdraw mt | 
from a zealous and a conftant love to thy ſeri- | 
.ce,from a faithfull and devout indeavour to pros | 
mote thy glory ; that ſu I may be ever found truly 1 
obedrent unto thee, my God, religiouſly acquain» þ 
8d with the aff airs of this life, piouſly affeFed to | 
the good of minc vwn ſout<Amen, ; 
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Upon the great negleft of reckoning daily wi:h \ 
our conſciences , and the benefits Joſt theres 
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Onfider , O my foul , how venomous the |! 
nature of ſin is ; if thou canſt afford tot 
{lcep in ſmall ſins, thou wilt not ſtick to wel-!? 
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come greater. Sin 15 of an- incrowhing nature 5 
if thou ſuffer ir ro ſ[-cp in thy boſom , it will 


| expett to dwell there : Little fins are harbin- 
'gers to bigger ones ; if thou !odgeſt theſe , tho- 
| ſe will challenge entertatnment : Let each 


evening therefore tac a ſtrict accomprt of .thar 
daies ation, and where thou findeſt thy ſelf tall fail/ 
ing., pray heartily tor pardon. 

In thine entrance upon this holy courſe,thou 


| wilt ſurely find three potent oppoſitions + Sag 


tan will tell thee , that God rcquireth no fiictr 
ſtrineſs art rhy handszrthe World will tei! rice 


 thon haſt this or-that employment ro cenfid cr 


of:; thine own Corruption will pcrſwacle thee , 


- & that nature will-abhor this diſcontented courſe, 
| that thy ſpirits will be too much dulled , and 


thy life. will prove uncomfortable. 

Alaſs.my ſoul, theſe are delufions to betray 
thee to a greater miſchief. As there are degrees 
of Sancification , ſo there are of Pollution ; no 
man becometh evill in an inſtant : from hence 
it is , that ſometimes the ſoul can ſtart even at 


1n- || the very thought of that ſin, "which by*degrees 


it can digeſt withoat difturbance. If holy David 
had accounted with his conſcience , after his 
luſtfull looks onBathfH:ba,doubt leſs thoſe fear- 
full fins of his had never. been. committed O 
let not any vain pretences deter thee from this 
task,but the bleſſed benefits allure thee; if the 
entrance be harſh, the progreſs will be ſafe , the 
continuance ſweet, the end happy. 

By this enquiry thou ſhalr ſee thy ſins (thoſe 
oreat diſturbers of thy peace ) arraigned , con- 
vitted, condemned, and by the mercy of th; y Sa- 
viour daily dying in-thee 3'Satan repulſed, the 
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gifrs and graces of Gods holy Spirit ſtrengthen- 
cd, thy mournings comforted, thine infirmities 


ſuſtained , thy conſetence quicted , thy rejoy- þ 


cings. exalted , the holy Angels delighted , and 
thy heavenly Father well plcaſed. O how truly 
bleifed are theſe enjoyments ! what ſoul can be 
now fad in this enquiry ? 8 


Lord,l now ſblemnly reſolve upon this ſafe, Þ 
this ſweet , this bleſſed rask 3 I willingly aban- Þ 
don all excuſes that may hinder me , and joy- 
fully embrace thoſe happy duties which invite þ 


me nearer to thy heavenly-preſence 3 thy yoak || 


EEO , 


1s caſte, and thy burthen light 3 when thy grace |; 
hath redeemed me from the bondage of fin,and F 


reſtor:d me into the glorious liberty of thy chil- 
dren, I ſhall then find ( ro my ſouls comfort ) 
that thy ſervice 1s perfe@t freedom, from ſin, 


from ſhame , from death, from hell ; from all | 


miſcries here, from all torments hereafter. 


Be warie therefore, O my ſoul , and carefull þ 


tu remove all lets that may dfſable thee , but | 


thoſe eſpecia!ly that turn me from a Chriſtian | 


ro a beaſt. Satan hath many wayes to couzen | 
me 3 when he cannor beguile my judgement , he 


will betray mine affetions, and lead me by a 


ſeeming good , in friendly ſociety, to a.reall | 


evill in exceſs; and 1ſo when he cannot corrupt 
my intentions , he will undoubredly divert 
mine ations , as well knowing: it 1s impoſſible 
for him to be devour , who is not temperate. . 
Lord, by how much Satan is more powerfull 
and malicious , by ſo much make me more wiſe 


and circumſpe& , that my 1ntentions may be |, 
200d, my words gracious, my ations vertuous , 


Bleſſed || 


my lite holy , my death happy. 


Sv > 
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Bleſſed God , 

How large a portion of my little time have I 
b:flowed on fin ? hyw eager kave 1 been of it? 
how negligent in asking pardon for it ? 

' Lord pardon my unmindfulneſs of boly duties, 
make me more watci full fur the time to come , 
that I may conflantly reſolve upon amendnient 
of my ewill wayes , and willingly endure tis | a- 
therly afiittions for them. 

Forgive thoſe finfult kuur:s that have unſt- 
8d me for thy ſervice ; ſuffer me not , 0 Lord , 
80 wander in the wates of wickedneſs,and when 
at any time the frailty of my wretched fleſh 


ſhall tempt me t» exceed thoſe bleſſed bounds 


ewhich thou haft ſet me , O let thy ſaving grace 
reftrain mezlet not thu fin® * "reedum captivate 
my preciow ſuul , to thy a1jhonour , and mine 
own deſerved ſhame; but let thy gladding Spirit 
bs my jeyfull comfort, to refreſh me in life, and 
proteft me in death. 

Make me more zcaloutg moe intent upon the 
wayes of godlineſs 3 Lord ſuffer not my pious 
reſolutions to abate with any outward vbſtaclesz 
tet me not lean upon theſe broken yeeds , but reft 
on thee the rock of my defence and ſafety. 

Make me content to-leave theſe earthly want- 
ties for thy ſake , who wert willing to forgoe 
thy beavenly Throne jor mine 3 though the frailty 
of my nature hath too often led, me into the bon- 
dage of fin,yet let t| c freedome of thy grace now 
guide me into the foutſteps of ſorrow , that this 
bleſſed ſorrow may be turned mito joy , and that 
#4 joy the world may not take from me. 

Lord open mine eyes , that I may ſee the bleſs 
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edneſ]: of guodneſſe, the p:rfeft freedome of thy 
nar-4 Rf a, prick rv E thy children ; ſo 
[ball 1 willingly ſubmit to thy commands , and 
. joyfuily partake of thy rewards. h 
Bleſſed God , with bumbleneſſe of ſoul Toffer 
up my ſelf unto the ; Lord Feſus accept of me , 
apd ſo afift me with thy grace, that I may wholly 
Geoxcate my ſelf to thy glory. Amen. 


CHA P. 23, 
Upon Unchriftian like dulneſſe in affiiHion, 


Tor? , | 

cannot live without croſſes , unleſſe I. can 
[f ive withour fin 3 when they come therefore , 
1.wiil bid them we!coame for thy ſake , from 
whom they are ſent ; not one of them can af- 
f1& me withaur. thy leave , who haſt direQted 
th2ir courſe , liunired their power 3 let me not 
xrepin2 at that which I have juſtly diſerved ; 
!2t, mc rather-rejoyce, that thou vouchſafeſt me 
tl.1s fayour ;.1t L.were not thy child , I ſhou'd 
nor be und2: thy rod 3 1f thou Lord didſt not 
iove, m?, thou wouldit not ſcourge me 3 no out- 
ward thing can fa, well aſſure me of thy favour, 
a« the fellowſhip of thy ſufferings; for 1t I ſuffer 
with thee, I ſhall afluredly be glorified roge- 
ther with thee. | | 

Holy David was'in trouble , and it was good 


for him : O let nor that which was good for,, 
him , be evill for me. Lord, if thy phyfick be ' 


bitter, yet 1t 15 wholſome; it 11 tnake me heart - 
fick now 3 it will make mc heaithfull hereafter 3 
it I diitucb it not by mine impatience, it will 

| | WOrK 
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work in me the quict and the happy fruits of 
true repentance, and amendment of mine evill 
waies 3.it will remember me that I am a Stran- 
ger , and a Pilgrim here, that there is nothing 
in this life but wearineſle and ſorrow. , it will 
drive me from the penury of ſin, and tyranny of 
Satan , to the riches of grace , and liberty of 
goodneſſe ; it wil] ercourage me to wajk wor- 
thy of the richneſſe of my calling in Chriſt ]c 
ſus 3 it will make me willing to goe home to 
' thee my hcavenly Father , where I ſhall feel no 
* more pain, find no more ſorrow , ſufer no more 
; aflittigg, where thou Lord wilt wipe away all. 
 & rears from mine eyes , all grief from my 
| heart, 

: ' Thou(0O Lord ) alone knoweſt my diſeaſe , 
 andcanſt b:|t temper my potion, 3 cach degree 
= muſthbcanſwered, fo mach finfull pleaſure as I 
|; enjoy , ſo much ſorrow mu I drink ( and woe 
be unto me for everif I drink it not ) +f I trait. 
'! Notof this cup here , I ſna!l virink of the very 
[} dregs in hell : Thou , O Lord, who haſt freely 
) forgiven me my fins, haſt nor fully remi.ted 
my puniſhments ; thou who did undergoe the 

;> miſery of lice , and the kitrerneſfle of dearh for 
| mes haft neither bought off the one , nor taxen 
'* offtie other fromme 3 by thy ſufferings I am 
fully and for ever freed fromthe guilt and tor- 
\ ments of ſin; by mine own corruptions I am 
t!able unto the ad of ſin,and ſo cyen uvuto death 
alſo , as a temporail puniſhment for fin: Thou 
cameit not , O Lord, wholly to aboliſh fin in 
2, but to become rigkreouſneſle , and ſanditi- 
cation , and redemption unto me 5 no! to abate 
my ſorrows , litto upac!d my (ofterings 5 that 
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being thereby made conformable unto thee in' 
Srace , may hereafter be partaker with thee of 
thy heavenly glory. | 

How feartull ought this to make me to comm- 
mit fin ? how carefull to avoid ,occafions of 
allurements to it ? how thankfull , ' how joy- 
full, to rec2ive Gods Fatherly chaſtiſements for 
it? I may here ſee , and joyfully admire, the 
wiſedome , juſtice , goodnefſe , mercy , of my 
heavenly Father 5 his juſtice , in puniſhing ſin; 
his wiſedome,1in the proportion and end of this 
puniſhment 5 his goodneſle, by ſuſtaining me 
under it, by redeeming me from it 3 hjs mercy, 
by making it to work for me a far mor@excecd- 
ing, and eteruall weight of glory. 

Lord he that can droop under thy Crofle , 
ſhall never follow thee to thy Crown 5 when [ 
once find the lightneſſe of this load , by the 
ſtrength of thy ſupporting grace , I ſhall then 
feel , to my ſouls exceeding comfort , that one 
fin is of more weight than an age of ſorrow. 

And now Lord,I am joyfully prepared for the 
worſt of affiiftions, which either fin or Satan , 
life or death, can bring upon me; ſcourge me , 

Yaunce me,bruiſe me, break'me, doe what thow 

wilt with me here, ſo thou ſpare me for ever; 
Lord, although thou killeſt me, yet will I truſt 
in thee , for I know aſſuredly, that all theſe 
outward things ſhall work together for the beſt 
for me ; and that my preſent ſufferings thou 
haſt ſent in mercy to.m2 , to humble me tor ſin, 
ro preſerve me from ſhame; I kifſe them, I em- 
brace them , and am ſincerely thankfull for 
them. Lord let me clearly ſee for what fin 
thou haſt inflite-this puniſtunent , that I may 
bewat! 
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bewail it, abhor it,forſake it, implore thy par- 
don for it 3 when 1 am thus armed , I ſhall be 
able to encounter thy fierceſt affliction ;1t I am 
tound naked, the weakeſt will foyl mc. | 


Ty thee, O Lord, whoſe wiſe and over-ruling 

hand diſpoſeth all occurrences of life, and ſweets 
ly guides them to the good of thy children , doe 1 

addreſſe my ſinfull ſoul , for mercy and fro» 
teFion. 

Lord open mine eyes , that I may ſee and be- 
lievs the conſlancy of thy love, in the mutability 
of mine outward condition. 

Geve me a patient and a willing heart to wel- 
come all the changes of thu preſent life , to be 
humble under them , to rejoyce im them , and be 
thankfull for them. | 

Forgive the pride of heart , and prodigality of 
hand ,attending on my proſperous cftate;my great 
repinings , and ungodiy paſſions, icidnt #vmy 
declining happineſs , and increaſing miſery. 

«As thou baſft weaned me 'from the pleaſures 
of thu life,by the rod of thine afflifions,ſo wean 
me alſo from the fins of thu life , by th: flaff of 
thy conſolations; that ſo my heart may be wholly 
taken off from all carthly enjuyments; that T may 
become even as a weaned child,to forgoe wal- 
lingly what thou denicſt me , to receive quictiy 
what thou provideſt for me. | 

PVbhat Twant of theſe outward bleſſings, ſupply 
unto me by #hikhe inward comforts,which are :n- 
finitely better for me , and ſhall be therefore 
ever dearey to 'me. Lord furniſh me with 
graces ſuitable to all events, and able to encou- 
rage me 111 all affiitions. | 
i | Lord 
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Lurd ſanfifie this preſent ſurrow to my ſinfull 
foul ; ſo ſweeten it by thy grace , that it may 
bring forth in me the quiet, and the "app fruits 
of rightcouſneſſe : Make it a ſure\ pledge of thy 
fatherly affe&ions towards me ; let it daily and 
hour ely draw me-nearer to thy preſence ; let 
it wean me fromth: miſeries of (in , and at 
Taft bring me to the ſwcct frumnion of eternitic. 
_ Amen. 


CHA F. 24. 


Upon Unchearfulneſs in Chriftianity *, which 
. encouragements to avoyd it. 


4 H-Lordy from whence is my uncheerful- x 


neſs,my dulneſs in my Chriſtian calling ? 

how much below that glorious hope which thou 
kaſt given me? When I confider of the rich- 
neſs of thy love in Chriſt, I find thee to be all 
in all unto me, and may well wonder at mine 
own unthantfulneſs , and ignorance, trhar is 
ſtil doting on this worlds nothing and uncer- 
tainty. Thou ( O. Lord ) ar; truly and eternal- 
ty good , and therefore able to derive eternity 
of happineſs. Before I was created, was thine, 
and when-I was not mine own thou becameſt 
mine ; thou ( O my Saviour ) who haſt given 
me thy ſelf, canſt d:ny me nothing,.+ What is 
too good , too great , tao glorigqus tor that ſoul 
which thou haſt redeewed at ſo:dear a rate ,, as 
the price of thine own blood , and.cfpouſed to 
thine own boſom ? Thy creatures are at peace 
with me , thy holy Angels attend me , guard 
me , fight for me , rejoyce at my converſion 3 
thy 
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thy Saints triumphant pray for me , the Devils 
fly from me, and thou, O Lord , by thine al- 
mighty power and gracious providence,artever 
with me 3 thou careſt for me from the cradle ro 
the tomb 3 Thou art about my bed', and about my 
paths, and ſpyeſt out all my waies; Yea', Thy mercy 
embraceth me on cvery fide 5 when I ſleep I am 
ſafeq when I awake, joytull; in proſperity I have 
thy rod to aflit me, in adverfity thy ſtaffe to 
comfort me : Lord while I am in thy favour, 
I can look no way but to happineſs , if F walk 
not anſwerable to it, I may well fear to be des 
prived of it. | 

And doubtleſs (O my ſoul ) thoſe eyes which 
look ſo graciouſly upon thee in this life , will 
behold thee with a more earneſt , with a more 
endeared love in that to come , theſe tranſitory 
glances are but the faithful pledges of. thoſe 
turure:embraces. Thoſe arms of mercy which 
now ſupport thee in thine often failings , ſhall 
then encompaſs thee with glory 3 thoſe bleſſed 
hands which . now chaſtiſe thee for thy rebel- 
lions , will then wipe away all rears from thine 
eyes 3 and that relenting heart, which ſometi- 


-mes 15 moſt unwillingly withdrawn from thee for 


thy Apoſtaſie , will then unite 1t ſelfto thine 


tor ever. 
Lord , who can be a Chriſtian and be ſad ? 
who can believe all this , and not triumph in 


- Joyfu!lexaltation ? and not inſutt over the ſor- 


rows of this life ? and notcontemn the joyes of 
this bewitching world ? and not reſiſt theſe 
cloudy , diſcontented thoughts , theſe cloſe af- 
ſaults of Satans never-reſting malice ? Millions 
of Worlds, Miriads of Angets, cannot reſtore 
"FETs | > that 
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that curſed ſpirit to thts happineſs which thou 
now enjoyeſt , and yet ſo ſlightly regardeſt. * 

O let this reach thee to abhor his foul remp- 
tations , to cohſider of thy worth in Chriſt, 
and to raiſe thy ſelf above the reach of earthly 
miſery 3; to love thy God faithfully , to ſerve 
him checrtully , to perſevere joyfully,to be pas 
tient in tribulation,to rejoyce 1n hope, to pray 
continually , to thirſt after the ſweetneſs of his 
grace , and earneſtly to long tor the conſummas- 
tion of hisglary. in 


Bl:ſſed God , | 
How anworthy am I ta be called thy ſervant, 
who.have. ſo long been ſubjeE to the worlds com- 


mands bow undeſerving of the glorious liberty of 


thy Sons,whn have ſo willingly been fetter*d by 
mine vwn corruptions ? bow uncapable of thy 
heavenly comforts , that can rejuyce in nothing 
but theſe earthly vanities. | 

Lord open mine eyes,that I may fee the rich- 
neſs of the price of my high calling in Chrift 
Feſus,and endeavour ts walk worthy of it; that 
1 may earneſtly defire thee,joyfully embrace thee, 
and conſtantly and cheerfully deuote my ſervice 
to thee. 

Forgive my drowſineſs, my dulneſs, my back- 
Wwardneſs to holy duties 5 awake my finfull ſoul 
from ſenſuality , and raiſe it to the bleſſed 
thoughts of ſaect eternity, 

7 = on my weakneſs ,accept my willing- 


neſs forgive my ſinfulneſs, quicken my dulneſs , 


correft my untowardneſs: Lord bring me to ſuch 
a bl:(ſed frame of heart , that 1 may willingly 
forgo the fins and miſeries of thu life , and fre- 
£2 T : auently 
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quently delight my ſelf with contemplation of 
thy joyes in that to come. 


CHAP: :os- 
Upon Mans ſinfull. frailtie in the bour of Temp- 


tation , with motives to make reſiftance. 


Am now in the liſts with Satan ; and ritis 
| ome to fight the Lords battail - God ſeeth 
me ,and his holy Angels ſee me, I have long 
profeſſed my ſelf to be Chriſts ſouldier, and he 
hath now brought me to the field to prove me, 
now is the triall of my courage, of my Chriſtia- 
nity 3 if I overcome , I ſhall rejoyce on earth , 
triumph 1n heaven. 

If that evil] one were as powerfull as mali- 
cious, I had juſt cauſe to fear him ; bur now my 
comfort and aſſurance is , that he cannot hurt 
me,but by me : He now ſtrongly labours to en- 
cline mywill (and wo were me if he might come 
pell it ) his fubtile ſuggeſtions , his unclean 
ſolicitations , his fulminated motions, may be 
the tather begetting , but mine own corrupt 
heart 15 the mother conceivingzthere can be no 
danger from abroad , if there be no treaſon at 
home. 

Look well into thy ſelf therefore O my ſoul, 
aſcend the Watch-tower of thine nnderſtand- 
ing, and ſee that there lurk therein no ſeeming 

ews, no ſpectous pretences , no groſs lies, no 
falſe propoſals to betray thee 3 if thy head be 
ſurpriſed, thy heart cannot long ho!d our. 

Examine thine affections , try them by the 
bleſſed rule of divine precepts , if they be not 

| ſharply 
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ſharply correced,they will ſoon be corrupted; 
endcayour to refit the very firſt motions to ſin; 
for if Satan can beguile thine affeQions , he will 
uncloubtedly command thine actions. 

Quicken thy memory by the momentany plea- 
Cure of ſin , by the heavy judgements threatned 
againſt it,by the ſad conſequences of if, by the 
eternity of torments after it : Thinks how o'ten 
thau;haſt been already foyled 3 how many ſeri- 
ous vows and faithfull promiſes thou haſt al- 
ready made to God of thine amendment ; how 
careleſly thou haſt diſpenſed with them all, and 
how preſumptuoufly perfiſtec in thy follies :.0 
think how gracious thy God hath been unto 
thee in forbeaving, how wonderfull his mercy is 
in pardoning , how juſty he might now deſtroy 
thee , even 1n-the very att of-finning. 

Lord,if none of all this will yet ſcare me from 
finning againſt thee , nor allure me to repent- 
ing , that I may draw nearer home unto thee : 
© let me yet confider, who it is that leadeth me 
to fight, and whereforc I have engaged. Thou, 
O. my. bleſſed Saviour , art my. Caprain, an{ 
Heaven is my Country ; Shall I now loſe thoſe 
rivers of cternall pleaſure , for this ſhort , this 
falſe, this momentany joy ? ſhall I run from 
thee who art the Prince of Peace, and who haſt 

ſpilt rhy precious blood for me, unto thar cruc! 
enemy: of Mankind , who hath drawn fo much 
blood from me ? Shall I forſake thee who-kaſt 
lay4 down thy life for'me-, and inflave my ſelf 
ta him who cvery- minute ſecketh to devour 
me 2? Shall I diſhonor thee my Gol , grieve 
thine holy Angels, ſhame my profeſſion, woun«l 
mine own conſcience, teirifie mine own ſoul , 

ſcea 
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ſcek mine own ruin? It I conſent to this tempta- 
tion , that Gol whom I diſhonour will abhor 

me , thoſe blefſed Angels whom I grieve will 
 forſake me , thoſe curſed ſpirits whom I obey 
will deride me ,:that conſcience which I now 
wounch will accuſe me , that glorious Goſpel 
which I ſhame will condemn me , and that ruin 
which I now ſeck will for ever ſeize upon 
me. 
Let this moye thee ( O my ſoul as thou ex- 
ſpecteſt happineſs, to take up a bleſſed reſfolu- 
tion of reſiſtance : It the aſſault diſmay thee , 
let the conqueſt encourage thee 3 if the begin- 
. ning be ſharp, the cloſe will be ſweet; 1f nature 
be dejedtcd , grace will be ſtrengthened 3 and 
as grace increaſeth here, ſo ſhall glory here- 
atter. og , 
Conſider laft of all what Saint Fames ſaith , 
and fix. jn thy:thoughts as chic of all , Blefſed 
# the-man that endureth temptation , for when be 
« tryed be ſhall recewve the crown of. life , which 
the Lord bath promiſed to them that love hum , 
Jam. 1, 12. Thrice happy is that ſoul whick is 
faithfull in Gods ſervice, although it my-often 
faint , it ſhall never fail 3 it may ſometimes be 
foyled , but ſhall never be overcome 3 it ſhall 
never fall totally, it can never fa!l finally 3 
for thou , Lord , upholdeſt it , and in thy 
_ !t is ſure of ſafety here , of triumph here- 
aitcr. 


Bleſſed Gad , 
With grief of heart I willingly confeſs , that. 
I have ſhamefutlly d:ſhonored thy great and glori- 
ous name , by mine often fathngs , by my many 
famtings , 
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faintings , and more wretched yeeldings ; ty 
the ſhame of my profeſſion , the grief of thy 
good Spirit , and the terror of my frail cone 
dition. 

Lord,how wretched u my ſoul without thee? and 
get how eaſily, bow willingly am I enticed from 
thee? cven at this inſtant 1 am ready to ferſake 
thee , and may. moſt juſtly fear to be forſaken of 
thee. 

The world allurcth me,the fiTh beſott:th me, 
the dewull beguileth me,and mine own falſe heart 
decerveth me, and i now ready to rebell again 
me : 0 wretched man that 1am , who ſhall de- 
liver me ? Lord Feſus afſift me , and let thy ſa- 
ing grace he now and evermore ſufficient for 
me 


Lord rebuke theſe evill thoughts , relieve my © 


miſerie , ſupport my weakneſs ,, ſtrengthen my 


willingneſs , give me an undaunted courage in 


thy ſervice, an unfeigned ſorrow for my former 


. - . failings, and conflancy of heart againſt preſent 


Suggeſtions , and future temptations, that I may 
find no ſyeetneſs but im thy love,no pleaſure but 
in thy ſervice , no profit but in thy rewards, 
Amen, : 


CH AP. 26. 


Upon the Infirmitics of the Saints, 
Lord , 


Ith grief of heart I confefs , that I find 
a Li in my members , rebelling a- 
gainſt the Kaw of my mind , and leading me 
captive to the Law of ſin, fo that thoſe things 
which 


CE LCF WF ITN TT" $. ' 


-» — = 


The Sinner's Tears. IOT 


which I wou'd doI cannot, and I dayly and 
hourly do thoſe things which I would not ; yet 
my comfort 1s, that I make not proviſion tor 
the fleſh ro fulfill the luſts thereof : By the 
weakneſs of mine own corruptions , I often fall 
into fin , but by the bleſſed aſfiſtance of thy 
grace I abhor to lie there ; fin oftentimes ſur- 
priſeth me , but by thy rich mercy hath never 
yet reigned over me 3 It hath often deceived 
me , but I truſt ſhall never deftroy mc. It hath 
pleaſed thee , O my bleſſed Saviour , to con- 
_ clude all (things under fin , that thy grace may 
abound 3 while I ſtrive againſt it, and am ate 
fliced for it,my finfull defires will (I truſt) be 
graciouſly accepted,and ( 1n thy perfe@ obedi- 
ence ) gloriouſly rewarded. | 
Be not diſmayed therefore, O my ſoul, that 
thou ſometimes art raviſhed with apprehenſion 
of thy heavenly joyes , and ſuddenly relapſed 
to the follies of a wretched heart; the one thou 
happily enjoyeſt , by the ſweer aſſiſtance of the 
heavenly Spiritzthe other thou violently ſuffer= 
eſt", by the ſtrong torrent of my finfull nature: 
Lord, ſuch is thy great wiſdom, and inconceiv*- 
able goodneſs towards me, that oftentimes 
thou leaveſt me unto my ſelf , and therefore 
ſuffereſt me to fall ( and that moſt grievouſly 
ſometimes )that I may ſee mine own infirmities, 
and be truly humbled for them 3 that I may 
Impute nothing to mine own merits, but give 
all the glory to thy ſufferings 3 that I may goe 
out of my ſelf, and mine own miſery, jnto th 
ſweet enjoyment of thy rich , and endleflc 
mercy. 
Confider therefore , O my ſou], that ſo long 
| as 
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as thou contanueſt 1n this valley af tears , thou 
canſt not live without this barthen of fin ; (fo 
long as thou carrieſt this trail body about thee, 
continuirs weakneſſes will be attending on 
th:e. Olet this teach thee to bewail the 'miſery 
of this frail life , which is onely prone to evill, 
ard that continually ; let it humbie thee for 
thy many failings, and invite thee to a more 
hearty and ſincere atfetion to thy Saviour , by 
whoſe abſolute ard perfeR& obedience, all thine 
imperfections ſhall be done away 3 and laftly , 
to a more earneſt, Jonging for thy bodies: diſ- 
ſolution. . 


_ Comfort thy ſelf in this, that all the miſerics 


of this life ſhall, work together for the, beſt ro 
thine advantage , nothing can. befall thee with- 
out his holy. providence that ſo. dearly loveth 
thee , even thy: very ſins. ſhall further thee to 
Heaven; if thou haſt now fallen, through the 
infirmity of thy corrupt nature , God will raiſe 
theegby this fall of thine, to more perfettion tn 
goodneſſe,to more vigilance,to morc holineſſe, 
to more courage , to more conſtancy , in thy 
Chriſtian calling : for , The Lord ordereth a good 
mans goings , and maketh his way acceptable unto. 
him, though he fall he ſhall not be caft away,for the 
Lord upholdeth him, Pſal.-37. 23, 24. and if that 
evill one be powerfully malicious , the greatcr 
ſhall thy joy. and triumph be, when thou art 
happily victorious, 

Lord , how truly bleffed is the condition of 
thy Saints ? who compellcſt even the rage of 
earth ar.d hell to work for their advantage : 


Why art thou then ſo ſad , 0 my ſoul , and why art © 


thou ſu diſquieted within me ? ftill truſt in God, py 
'8 
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he u« the belp of thy countenance , and thy God , F 
'Pfal. 42. 15. | : 

Lord, how ſad is my condition without thee? 
thou ( who alene knoweſt the ſecrets of all. 
hearts ) knoweſt that I love thee,that I long for 
thee, that I deſire nothing in compare of thee 
my God , and yet thou findeſt nothing but fol- 
lution in me : ſometimes [I beg to be at uuton 
with thee, and-ſometimes live as if I cared not 
tor mercy from thee 3 (ti!! I fin, and ſtill thou 
forgiveſt : yea I am therefore the more ready 
to rebell againſt thee , becauſe thou Lord art 
moſt ready to be mercifull unto me 3 and yet 
for all this ( ſuch are thy bowels of compaſſion 
towards me ) thou bemoaneſt mine iniquity , 
thou inviteſt, thou compelleſt me to mercy. 

Lord , wilt thou till ſuffer me to abuſe thy 
coodnefle ? I haveoften run froin thee , by re- 
 lapfing into grievous fins ,'and thou, O Lord, 
as often haſt received me to tavour,and afforded 
me the ſweet retreſhings of thy holy Spirit 3 I 
confeſſe my ſelf unworthy to enjoy that bleſſed 
Spirit which I have ſo often grieved: Q let this 
teach me. to be truly and tincerely thankfull 
unto thee to love thee more heartily, praiſe 
thee more joytully , ſerve thee more faithfully, 
to my [l1ves end. 


For thou , 0 bleſſed Lord, art all in all unto 
ms,'hou art ſtrength in my weakneſſe,lovs in my 
wilfulneſſe , life in my ſinfulneſſe 5 thou ale: 
knoweft under what great evils of fin , uftder 
what ſad preſſures of ſorrow I daily groan , and 

_ thou baſt promiſed to eaſe thoſe weary ſouls, that 
cry to thee for ſuccour and relicf. 
| Lord 
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Ld ſave me ,or I periſh ; Lord eaſe me of 
thu heavy burden,that I fink not to eternall mi- 
ſery 3 give me thy ſaving grace, to guide me from 
theſe wofull waies of wickedneſſe 3 0 let thu 
hour put an end to thus fin : Lord lead me unto 
thy paths, and uphold me therc,that my feet ſlip 
not; ſuffer me not to feed upon theſe empty busks; 
0 ſatufic me with thy mercy , and that ſon, be» 
fore 1 goe bence , and be no more ſeen. 

My ſpirtt # willing (0 Lord) but my fleſh #s 
weak z, have pity upon me , have pity upon me , 
for I am in miſery. 

Loyd cover my fins , Lord pardun mine in« 

rmities , Lord Feſus accept of me.and interpoſe 
rh bleſſed merits o me. # alt po 


Lord raiſe me from this wretched fall ; ſup- ; 


port my weakneſſe,rcnew my repentance , mcre- 
aſe my faith,quicken my zeal;that jo by thy gra- 
cious aſſiſtance , I may be raiſed to more purity, 


to more | ney in my Chriſtian calling;that 


where fan bath abounded , therg grace may 
abound much more, to thy great glory, and mins 
own endleſſe comfort. 

0 Lord hear,0 Lerd forgive,0 Lord conſider 
and doe it , defer not for thine own ſake, 0 my 
God, Amen. G 


CHAP. 27. 
T'pon Deſertion. 


Hile I amin this pilgrimage of fin, 
I cannot be without this portion of ſor- 
row 3 why complain I of that which I have fo 
juſtly deſerved ? how often hath my God at- 
| forded 
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forded me the gracious viſitvof his bleiTed Spi- 

| rit? and yet how cafily have I regarded them? 
Lord , I am not worthy of the leaſt of all thy 
mercies, much leſſe of this invaluable favour, 
to enjoy the kiſſes of thy ſacred mouth: as I am 
now grieved for rhe loſſe of thy preſence , ſo [ 
have too ofcen grieved thee by mine own re- 
bellious abſence; this is the ſad condition even 
of the beſt of rhy Saints in this life 3 as they 

; have had their aberrations from grace , ſo they 
have had their fluctuations ia woe ; tHeſe ſad 
departings of thy bleſſed Spirit have ever been 

' the juſt memorials of their preſent griefs, and 
former miſcries. 

I ſee thy holy ſervant David,ſadly bemoane 
ing this great lofſe, and almoſt deſpairing of 
the enjoyment of thy gracious preſcnce, I hear 
him crying out in birtcrnetſe of ſoul , ill the 
Lord abſent bimſelf for ever , and will be ſh:w no 
more favour? Is bis mercy clean gonc for ever ? 
duth his promiſe fail for evermore? Hath God for- 
gotten to be gracious ? hath he ſhut up his tender 
mercy in difþleaſure ? Pal. 77. 7, 8, 9: 

How grievous was this complaint ? how gra- 
cious thine anſwer? even in the very minute ot 
diftrefſe,even by the very lips of the diſtretfſed; 
for it follows in a breath , CAnd I ſaid,this s my 

| death , but I will remember the ycars of the right 
band of the moſt High. 

Fonal”s extremity was thy bleſſed! opjor-# 
tunity 3 even when Fonahb thought himſelf 1n 
moſt danger of periſhing , he then found thy 
mercy moſt ready 1n reli-ving;zwhen he thoughr 
himſelf caſt out of thy ſighr,even then he found 
himſelf looking to thy preſence , and ready P 
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\ be reccived into thy favour , Fonah 2. 4, 
Lord, if thou giveſt me but the leaſt meaſure 
of true faith, I ſhall be able to remove the 
greateſt mountains of fin , and know affuredly 
to my ſouls exceeding comfort,that thou hidelt 
thy face from me-but tor a'mpment in this life , 
, that thqu-mayſt gather me tFteveclaſting kind- 
( | nelle in that to come, __ 
Comfort thy ſelf in this therefore ( O my 
Soul ) that God will never leave thee , that he 


thee totally , nor forſake- thee finally; that he 
- hath not now withdrawn hts gracious preſence 
from thee , but the preſent comfort of his grace 
from working in thee - as there are ſad deſcr- 
tions ,ſo there will '\undoubtedly be gracious 
' viſits;thoumayſt be forſaken in ſinzin the ſuffer- 


puniſhment , in the fearfull apprehenſion of 
Gods wrath in this ſeverity; bur afſure thy ſelt 
(O my ſoul) thou ſhalt never be forfaken inghe 


duration of this final execution.” 
Lord, if my hopes of heaven were grounded 
on the weak foundation of mine'own abiliries, 


juſtly fear this deſertion gormely- etcrnall; 


but now my comtort 1s , that Chriſt 1s my 
fitrong rock , on whom I am ſafely builr ; rhit 

.* nothing can ſeparate me from his love; that 
his Decree of mine Elettion 1s particular, 
Fveer, ſure, and. cternal 3 that the happy means 
appointed to this blefſed end, is fairh,holineſs, 
righteouſneſs, and ſanification 3 holineſs to 
obey thy preeepts ; faith to embrace thy promi- 

ſes , 


> will never forfake thee, that he will never leave. 


ing of puniſhment tor ſin, in the ſeverity of that 
finall execution of this wrath , in the cternall + 


If mine-Ele&ton were but temporary , I might - 
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ſe; , righreouſneſs to enjoy thy Saints, ard 
ſanRification to poſſes my ſelf : Thy bleſſed 
Decree ( O Lord ) is ſo far from giving me 11- 
berty to commit fin , that it moſt undoubted!y 
reitrains me from it 3 If I cannot make my 
calling and eleftion ſure , by thy decreed 


' means of ſanfification , I ſhall never. mike 


my comfort ſure by my vain hopes of glori- 
fication. \ 

If I look upon Noah, Lot, Darid, Jonah, 
Chrift himfelt , I ſhall there ſee the ſeveral 
and the Corrowtull degrees of this Detcrtion - 
Noah and Lot fearfully finning , Dazid a !ons 
time reſting in in, and wotully deprive er 
Gods gracious preſence tor f1.5 Fona% , evo: 
doubting of Gods favour , in the ſuddennefs , 
an: the ſharpneſs of his purifhment 3 anct 
thou, O my bictted Saviour,aifcighted with the 
fercencſs of thy Fathers wrath for fin , aud fo: 
a time ( as thou werr wan .) defpairing of hi: 
gracious preſence. | 

Be nor aira*d rhercfor2 , O my ſoul 3 for 2+ 
thou art deſerted for rhy fins 1aze,, fo thun art 
beloved tor thy Saviours Sake; thing te Fro: 
kimſclf behind the wal ( of thy corruption ) yer 
he will gracioully ook throwgh the lattice ( CG: 


thine humiliation ) Cant. 2. g. Even this thy 


preſent ſa:lneſs will afford thee ſome ref cli 
10s , fome- gracious glinplies of lits holy Sp1- 
rit 5 and though thy heart be now d1{quiered 
within thee , thou ſhalr agatn aſſurced!y receive 
tie voice of joy and gladneſs, Lord let tiits 
tcach me to abhor thoſe fins that have deprived 
me of thy preſence 3 to ſec; earneſtly ro enjoy 
thee ; to riic carly to find rhes whom my ſo:if 

8. luyct!s 
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loverh 3 ro ſettle mire affections upon thy 
beauty , mire ations upon thy ſervice 3 that 
I may be guided by rhy grace 1n this lite , 
and encompalt with ' thy g'ory in that to 
COlle, | 
For theu , O my bleſſed Saviour ,' art infi> 
mitcly dearer to me than the choiceſt of iheſe 
egrthly vanities ; their love ts falſe and uncer- 
tain , but thine true and cternall 5 abundanily 
Sufficient to rejoice me here , to enrich mc herc- 
after. af 
O Lord my Gud , my foul Tongeth for F31 , 
. I am' weary of the fins and miſcrics of thu life , 
and nuthing can velieve me but thy bleſſed 
preſence : 0 make thy face to ſhine upon me,and 
ſave me for thy mercy ſake. 

My God,my Ggd,look upon me,why haſt thou 
forſaken me, and art ſo far from the words of 
my complaint ? 0 ſatufie my longings , for thou 
knoweſt Lurd that I love thee. 

Hear my prayer , 0 Lord, and hide not thy 
face from my ſupplications , 0 hide not thy ſeif 
fron ms , nor ul thy ſervant away in disþlea- 

UYE. 

Thou haſt been my ſuccour, therefore leave me 
#108 , nor forjake me , O God of my ſalvation : 
Make thy face to ſhine upon thy ſertant , and 

' ſave me for thy mercy ſake. 

0 lead me from the bondage of fin , into | 
the bleſſed liberty of thy cheIdren , that I may be 
comforted 5n the ſweetneſs of thy promiſes, and 1 
thou mayſt be delighted in the zeal of my per for- 
Mances. 

Give me the comfort of thy kelp again , and 

flablijh 


ly 
at 
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flabliſh me with thy free Spirit ; 0 hide not thy 
face from thy ſervant, for I am in trouble, make 
baſt and bear me. . 

Lord , l am defiled with fin , and diſquicted 
With ſorrew,;T am daily vexed with temptations, 
and hourly overcome with vanity;I am wretched- 
ly infolded in the miſzries of mine own corrup- 
tions, and woful.y beguiled by the devils ſubtil» 
ties ; O wretched man that I am who [hal de- 
Iroer me? 

Lord I bewail my miſery , and smplore thy 
mercy,0 that I were thus kouy at union with thee, 
that 1 might hercafter joyfully adhere unto thee , 
be graciouſly accepted of thee , and for cur g ite 
riowuſly exalted by thee, Amen. 


CHAT. ab, , 
Upon the apprebenſion of ſudden danger. 


Lefſed Got],I know that nothing can befs'} 

me without thy holy providence,even this 
xreſent danger 1s by thine appointment , and 
what thou haſt deſigned it unto I know not , X 
enquire not; Lord give me a ſwret and ſate af- 
ſurance thatl am thine, and then doe with me 
what thou wilt: O let me l1ve,and I thall praite 
thee, and- thy judgements fhal! help me z bur 
if thou haſt appointed me this hour rodye, O 
let me then goe home unto thee, and be united 
in a ſafer , in a ſweeter union with thee. Lord 
hear me, and have mercy on me, for my dear - 
Saviours ſake, who haih given his prectuus lie 
a ranſom for me. 


F 2 - Prelerrs 
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Preſ:rue me , 0 God for in thee have I put my 


ruſt ; _ me not , 0 Lord my God , be nut 
thou far from me. 

Lord firengthen and ſupport my wavering 
faith , forgive m: all my ſins, and ſuffer not my 
ſoul to be ſurpriſed in my laſt extremity. 

Haft thee to help me,0 Lord God of my ſalva- 
zon, for thy names ſakefor thy promiſe ſake, for 
thy precious blood ſake. 

Into thy bands Icommend my ſfi:it , for thou 
baſt redeemed me , O Lord , thou God of truth. 


CIAP.: 9. 


Upon the weakneſſe of Faith , and ſinfulneſs of 
Thoughts tending to D:ſpair. . 


OW much art thou miltaken ( O my 

Soul ) ro think thy ſelf then fariheſt off 
trom God, when thow art nearcit unto him to 
ſuppoſe thy ſcifth:n moſt wretched, when thoy 
act ncareſt to the paths of happincſs ? He that 
never doubted, never truly b:lieved ;z and he 
that hath leaſt alſurance in himſelf , will have 
moſt certainty in Chriſt. 

Thou haſt finned , and thou art forrowfn!l; 
thou haſt committed great and grievous fins,and 
tou abhorrett them, thou forſateſt themyorhou 
heartily defireſt pardon for rhem'; 1t thou hat 
not a godly ſorrow , thou couldit not have thts 
godly defire;it thy ſorrow were for puniſhment, 
1t wou'd cauſe rhy death , but now it is for fin, 
it will lead rhe? ro repentance z if thou grievelt 

not ſo mach for the ſevere ſentence of an 1n- 


_ c2n{ed 
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| cenſed Jude as for the diſplcaſure of a good 
) F and eracious Father , as thou ſoweit in rears , 
_ thou ſhalt reap in joy,nay thou ſhalt have great 
* Joy even 1n theſe tears , thou ſha!t have much 
S + ſwcetneſseven in this ſorrow ; and it thy ſecd- 
F time be ſwcet , how bleffed will thy harveſt bc? 
{ hear what thy Saviour ſaith , Bleed are they 
| that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted; in ſorrows 
| here, in eternity of joyes h:reaiſtzr : who can 
curſe, where Gcd hath blcilec ? what Deviil can 
 deje@, where God will exalt ? EE 0 

Thou act grieved for offer;ding thy gracious 
God, and thou imploreſt him tor mercy 3 com- 
fort thy ſelf in this, that God # near unto all thiſe 
which call upon him , yea that call upun ham faith- 
Fully,Pſal. 105. 18. Be not afratd therctore; for 
if thy faith be weak , yer it is living 3 1t it be 
languiſhang , it will aſſuredly recover more 
ſtrength 3 if there be blofſomes now , there will 
be fruit hereafter 3 theſe happy beginnings will 
have gracious proceedings , blefled cndings. 
Conſider what thy God hath. promiſed by 

his holy Propher , I will not break the bruiſed 

reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax , Iſay 42. 3. Let 
not the ſmarting ( thercfore /) of thy conſcience 
\trouble thec, remember who 1t is that ſearcheth 
it, I bave wounded jhee ( ſaith God ) and I wil 
heal thee , F bave broken thee ,, and 1rwill bind thee 
 '«p: Thouarr therefore wounded , that thou 
 mayſt be healed 5 thou art therefore broken, 
that thop mayſt be bound up: That ſore which 
is inſenſible , is ever moſt dangerous 3 and thar 
"wound which ſmarteth moſt , is moſt capable of 
, remedy. - | 

Bleffed Lord,I now feel,to mine unſpeatable 

| F 3 cymiort , 
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comfort , that thou haſt wounded me with the 
rerrours of thy Law , that thou mayſt hcal me 
with the comforts of thy Goſpel! ; that I am 
theretore bruiſed with the burden of my ſins, 
that I miy be ever caſed by the merits of my 
Saviours ſufferings 5 ail my imperfeQions are 
his, all his righteouſneſs 1s mine , I may boldly 
chalenge 13, thou wilt not deny it , L may 
1a:ely plead its thou cinſt not refuſe it; 

Conſider yet turther , O my Soul , what thy 
blciled Saviour f:1th unto thee , I am the re- 
ſurretion and the life , he that believeth in me , 
though be were dead , yet ſhall be live ; and who- 
ſoever liveth and belizveth in me , ſhall never dye, 
loh. 11. 25, 26. 

How canit thou doubt now ( O my Soul ) 
when thy Saviour biddeth thee believe, and 
iive ? wtat canſt thou tear , when thou haſt his 
promiſe tor thy ſafcty ? Heaven and Earth ſhall 
paſs away , but not one tittle of his Word ſhall 
tail. 

Let not the number of thy ſins affright thee, 
for ig is b14 bloud which clenſeth us from all iniquie 
'- Toh. 1. 7. 9. 

Let not the nature of thy ſins amaze rhee,for 
though they were red as ſcarlet , yes be Twill make 
th:m white as ſnow. | 

Ler not th: long continuance of them ſtagger 
th-c,tur../t what trme ſoever a ſinner doth repent 
him of ku ſins, from the bottame of bu heart, 1 
29511 blut them out of my remembrance , ſaith the 
Zird , Exech. 18. 

Thy Conſctence ſhall] not trouble thee, for 
Bring juſtifzed by faith , we have peace with God, 
Rom. 5. :, 

The 
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The Devill cannot hurt thee , fori, ho ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of Guds ele? is God , 
that juſtifieth , io # he tiat condemneth? it us 


Chriſt that died , yea rather that u riſen again , 


who 1s even at the right hand of God, who alſo ma- 


keth intercefſion for us , Rom. 8. 32, 33. 
\. Nay ( which is the ſam of all ) Go himſelf 


in Juſtice cannot condemn theb ,, for Th-re » ny 
condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Feſus , 
who walk nut after the fleſh , but after the ſpirit , 
Rom, 3. 1, his Juſtice 15 fati>fied , ht; Mer. y 
m:gnified , his Name be for ever giorifi-4l. 

Lord let this teach me to rey with com ort 
on thy bleſſed promiſes, and to walt worthy of 
th:m, in my religious per.:ormances ;z to mani. 
felt my increaſe of grace , by my-increaſe of 
goodneſs 3 to fix my heart wholly upon thee , 
to love thee, to'fear thee, to honour :h:e , and 
aſſuredly to reſt in thee 3 when thy grace ſhall 
enable me to delight in thy fear , my ſins can 
never perſwade me to deſpair of thy favour:my 
peace will be then inviolable , my joy unutter- 
able , my happineſs unalterable. 


Bl:fed Loyd God 9 

FVh:n I conſider of the wretchedneſs of mine 
vn corruptions in nature g Tam even ready tn 
de ſp air of thy love ; But when T look upon the 
bleſſedneſs of my condition 1n Chriſt, I ans then 
encouraged to ſuc to thee for mercy and fargive- 
neſs: Altbougb thy juſtice be ſevere againſt me, 
as I am a gricvwous ſinner , yet thy mercy # moſt 
ſweet unto me 1 my Saviour. 

I now tremble at thy judgements, yet Irejoyce 
in thy promiſes ; although thy Law ſpeak never 
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fo terribly , thy curſes be never ſo many , thy 
plagues be never ſo grievous , thy wrath nerir 
Jo tempefiuou,y:t in the ſweer mercy of my Sa- 
vi0ur 1 am able to abide then all, _. 

0 Lord my God, I abbor my ſelf, I accuſ: my 
ſelf, I condemn my ſelf,1 am now ready with thy 
wrath to ſeize upon my ſinful ſoul , and caft it 
Fawn to everinſiing miſery. 

Lord, unto thee onely I appeal for mercy and 
forgiveneſs: ſweet Teſus accept of me,and inter» 
poſe thy bleſſed merits fr me ; inrsch my ſoul 
with thy ſufferings,be ever preſent with me,and 
-rernall comfort to me. 

0 boly and for ever bleſſed Spirit , thou that 
ſanEific/t the ſouls of thine ElcB, afſift and 

| frength:14 me ; quicken and revive my drooping 
faith, intreaſe my bope, cheriſh my love, foment 
#boſe dying (parks by the ſweet breatbings of thy 
bleſſed Spirit , that they may zealouſly break 
forth into 2 pure and fervent flame of holy affe- 
A:ons, i0 ty great glory, and mane own eternal 
brpom{s. Amen. . 


CHAP. za 
- ':Opons the great Neglctt of the duty of Prayer. 


Lord , 


Hen I ſeriouſly conſider how manifold 
and great my failings are,when I think 
of the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life', of the 
ſolemnity of death , of the eternity bf happineſs 
or miſery after death , and by all theſe of the 
neceflity, uſe:uinefs, and cxcellency of Prayer, 
I miy well wondcr that I am ever from my 
Unces, My 


Yr TO —_ 


| 


| 
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My life is all fin, , and had therefore wed 
to be all ſorrow; the greatneſs and continnance 
of my fins have added to the greatneſs and 
continuance of my miſery , and there 1s none 
but thou (O Lord) that cau relieve me; there 1s 
no coming to thee but by Prayer, and no Prayer 


. powerfull with thee , but that which 1s fcr- 


vent. | 
This is that eye of my affe&tion that wounds 
eth the heart of thy compaſſion 3 this 1s that 
ho!y violence that taketh Heaven by force, 
that ſarprifeth thy Mercy , that manicles thy 
Juſtice , that wreſtles with thy Love, and 
will not let thee goe without a bleſſing : This 
is my ſtrong armour to defend me , my daily 


«+ food to ſuſtein me,my ſafe repoſe to refreſh me, 


my ſweet content for ever to delight me. 

Bleſſed Lord, how wonderfull is thy defirc 
to man ? how gracioully doeit thou provide for 
tm? how daily art thou mindful of him ? Thy 
words 1aftruft me , thy promiſes allure me, thy 
graces ſuſtein me , thy ſacraments ſtrengthen 
me, thy. viſits comfort me, thy embraces raviſh 
me; And , as if all this were not yet enough to 
manifeſt thy favour rowards me,{o tinſpeakable 
is thy love, ſo carneſt thy defires uuto me, that 

iou haſt even given me thy ſelf, to be overs 
come by me. Lord, thou art all love , when I 
ſtrive with thee for mercy, I overcom: thee by 
thy ſelf ; how great is thy goodneſs ? how ten- 
der ire thy mercics unto man, for whoſe ſake 
thou contendeſt even with thine own Effence ? 
Thou haſt given thy Son to die for me, and in 
him thy ſelf to be overcome by me. 


Lord,lct this teach me to renciv my acquain- 
; E4-- tartce 
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" | Tance often with thee , to labour to be power- 
full in my prayers; to ſtudy to be humble, zea- | 
lous, earneſt, even importunate in my devoti- 
ons; to let no fintull thought paſs me without 
a ſigh , no ſinfull action without holy contri» 

| tion, no divine favours , without devour and , 
thanktull acknow!edgement : That ſoul which 
is truly ſenſible of the burden of fin , will Þ 
baſten unto that heavenly help that can give it | 
eaſezand that heart which 13 once truly inflamed 
with thy love, will rcadjly 1nſtru& the rongne 
to be zealous in thy praiſe. Lord let me firit 
ſcex mine own heart, beſote I preſume to com? | 
before thy Mercy ſeat 2 teſt if [ recall it not | 
from the vanities of this life , my very prayers 
become fin , and ſo while I expe a bleſſing , I 
deſcrve a curſe. | 

Let.ns vain excuſe ,no barren pretence of 
this life , perſwade me ro intermit this holy 
duty, leſt careleſneſs, and coldneſs in devotion, 
beger in me a loathing of that courſe , which 
by conftant prattice will become my 'conſtant 
comfort - Lord make me to conſider of the 
Twcetneſs , of the excellency of this gift, that 
I may daify labour ro improve it to my ſonles 
etcrnall happineſs ;3 That when I often fall ( as 
I needs mutt through the weakneſs of the fleſh) 
thou, O Lord , in m:rcy mayſt reſtore mz | 
through my blefled importunity of ſpirit. ) 


With grief of heart ( Lord ) I confeſs , that 
#19 great neglct of thu boly duty , hath mf 
Juftly xccafioned the great abatement of thy holy® 
Spirit in me , and long withboldings of thine 
outward bleſſings from me, 

Lord 


-- 
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. Lord gize me yet an heart to ſerve thee and 
then take frum me what thou wilt : I defire 
nothing without th:e ; for 1 know aſſuredly > 
that with thee I cannot but enjoy all things 
needfull fir me, 

0 make me to bewail mine own unworthineſi, 
my drowſineſs, my dulneſs, my c:releſn:ſs , my 
much untowardneſs in thy ſervice: Create in mc 
8 clean heart (0 Lord) and renew a right ſpirts 
within me, that 1 may praiſe thee with alacrity , 
and fervency of ſoul;that 1 may be daily raviſh- 
ed with contemplation of eteruity , and hourly 
\ atifie my thoughts with apprehenfion of the 

ſweetneſs of my preſent ſafety , of my future 

glory. 

Lord make me every day more earneſt in this 
holy duty ; O give me ſuch affefionate defives , 

Such boly longengs, fuch inſattate appetites ,fuch 

earneſt importunities of heart for h:avenly 

graces , that I may nut onely beg of thee , but 
even wreſtle with thee for this bleſſing, although 
the ſinfull deſires of my corrupt fieſh go halting 

50 the graze. 

Be mercifull unto me ( 0 Lord ) for my ſoul 
trufteth in thee, and in the ſhadow of thy wings 
will I make my rcfuge untul thefe calamitees (of 

fins and miſeries ) be overpaſt. : 

Lord hear the voice of my kumble petitions 
zohen I cry unte thee , when I bold-up my hands 
towards thy Mercy ſeat , ſhew thy ſervant the 
light of thy countenance , and' ſave m: for thy 
anercy ſake. PI. 28. 2. Pi, 31.18, 


- 


* 
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Upon the great negle& of Reading the ſacred 


« Scrs prures. 


f Laſs my ſoul, how unbeſeeming thy pro- 

feflion is this thy backwardneſs to ho'y 
- eutizs ? how long wilt thou grovell on this 
elem-nt of earth ? how long be cheated with 
theſe counterfeit commodities , theſe childiſh 
toys of outward enjoyments ? what ſweetneſs 
canſt thou find in thoſe things. which ſavour 
of corruption? what comfort in thoſe joyes 
which are but vain, yexatious, toylſow', tranſi- 
rory ? whoſe ſeeming beautics are ſuddenly 
Paſling , never returning : O let this move thee 
to. delight in that which cannot paſs , to rc- 
member whence thou art , and whether thou 
art going , that thou maylſt thereby raiſe thy 
thoughts ro immartality. 

Losk. upon the beauty of thoſe ſacred leaves, 
and thou wilt Ioath thz falſhood of this worl.ls 
embraces : Thou maytt there fand the ſum of 
all that was , or 1s, or 15to come ,, conducing to 
thy reall happineſs; There is nature unbowell- 
ed , hell opened, and heaven unveiled 3 Thou 
amiyſt there ſee the creature to be vanity , thy 
f-lt miſery , thy Saviour felicity 3 Thou haſt 
there his counſell to guide thee, his wiſdom to 
inſtcu& thee , his power to ſuſtein thee , his 
gifts to encourage thee , his threatnings to ad- 
moniſh thee , his mercies to allure thee; his 
judgements to dcter thee , his holy Spirit ro 
comfort thee : There 3s antiquitie , ftrangeneſ:, 

_ truth, 
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truth , in hiſtory ; wonder in miracles , amaze» 
ment in prophecie,foundnefs in precepts, fweet- 
neſs in promiſes; each fillable contained in this 
Book is matter of eternall moment Take heed 
therefore,thart thou paſſeſt by no portion of this 
ſacred volume lightly, nor pryeſt into any pre< 
ſumptuouſly; holy diligence is often bleſt with 
heavenly knowledgt , and humble jgnorance 
with heavenly grace. 

Lord, ſecing that thy word 1s init ſelf ſo ex- 
ecllently rich,and in its uſe ſo abſolutely good, 
with what earneſtneſs of ſoul ought I ro embrace 
it? with whar holy diligence peruſe i? with what 


. devout cheeriulneſs , and conſtancy of heart, 


apply my ſelf unto tt ? Theſe high perfeQions 
ſhall religiouſly oblige me to repair my former 
negleds, by my preſent promiſes of my future 
performances. 


Way 
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No day ſhall henceforth paſs me , withour . 


ſome time alotted for this holy exerciſe,cuſtom 
will make 1t eaſfie, profit ſweet ; if the trouble- 
ſom affairsof this life do ſometimes(to my ſouls 
oriet) diſturb me in it ( by thy grace aſſiſting ) 
th=y ſha'l never divert me from ir;what 15s bor- 
rowed from this Meſſed task , by inforced ne- 
ceſſity , ſhall be repayed with advantage by the 
next happy opportunity. Lord, all is but vani- 


' ty and meer nothing , 1n compare of thee , and 


thy ſervice : If I eannor be willingly holy , I 
ſhall never be joyfully happy. 


. Bleſſed Lord , 
So ſantiific my ſinfull ſoul,that I may joyfully 
perform thoſe promiſes I make unto thee ; that I 
may daily dedicate ſome part and portion of my 


finful 
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finfull houres, to read ſome portion of thy ſacyed 
Scriptures : 0 let them ever be'the joy of my joy, 
the hife of my life , the light of mine eyes , and 
comfort of my heart. | ; 

Lord turn away mine eyes ( from theſe out- 
ward enjoyments ) leſt they behold vanity , and 
quicken me un thy way. 

Give me an bumblcſoul, that T may read thy 
bleſſed lines with holy fear and awfull reve- 
rence ; that I may be piouſly delighted with them 
and happily inflrufed by them. 

Give me a diſcerning ſoul , that I may ſee the 
svondcr full things of thy law , that I may truly 

_ Inve it, and delight in it, that my heart may be 
inflamed byit , and my tongue be ever talking 
of it. 

" let thy Statutes be my ſung in the houſe of 
919 pilgrimage , that I may walk .in thy waves 
with conftancy, that 1 may run in thy race with 

fervency. Amen. 


CHAP. ig5. 
Upon the neglef of Divine Meditation. 


"a 
Hat doeſt thou here on carth, On 
ſoul ? why art thou ſo perplexed wir 
the cares and ſorrows of this ſinfull life 2? ſo- 
carclefs of the joycs in that to come ? Who can 
judge him lizely ro inherit Heaven , that loves 
not to think of it ? Thou mayſt meaſure thy 
degrees of Grace , by thy deſires of Glory : It 
;thy thoughts Le not often , and earncitly zaken 
up with rhis ſubje&, thou haſt juſt cauſe to 
ſaſpett thy loving it, to tcar thy en,oying it 5 
fof , 
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for , Where thy treaſure ts , there will thy heart be 


alſo. 
Tt thou liveſt the life of Pleaſure, thou arr 
ſo much worſe than a beaſt , by how much thou 


' onghreſt by reaſon to be better 5 it of Aion 4 


thou art ſo much nearer to happineſs, as reaſon 
js beyond ſenſe , and yer ſo much farther off , 
as Gracz 1s b2yond Nature 3 if the happy life 
of heavenly Meditation , thou art ſo far above 
vanity , as heaven 1s above carth, as immor- 
tality above nature , as glory above corrup< 
tion. 

O how ſivcet are thoſe thoughts which lead 
me to Eternity , which raiſe my ſoul above 
the reach of humane miſery , that can ſup- 
port me under all the heavy preſſures of ſin , 
under all the grievous burdens of ſorrow , un- 
der all the ſharp aſſaults of Satan 3 that can 
make me merry in life , and triumphant in 
death. 

Nothing can more truly repreſent me to my 
ſelf , and inform me that I am all earthly , 
than the dullneſs and backwardneſs of my ' 
thoughts to be heavenly : Who can ever hope 
to be an inhabitant of that City ,, whoſe lan- 
guage hee cannot ſpeak ? Lord ,, when my 
thoughts are more zcalouſly affefted with thy 
heavenly joys , I ſhall then hope to be more 
frequent!y acquainted with thy heavenly viſits 
by my careleſs neglect of the one, I am now 
juſtly deprived @f the ſweet enjoyments of the 
other 3 while I am wedded to this wretched 
world , my thoughts muſt needs ſavour of cor- 
ruption : But ifthou , Lord , wilt once open 
mine eyes to ſce the glorious beauty of my 
% h:avenly 
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heavenly home , I ſhall then know, and joy- 
fully conteffe , that one hour thus ſpent , will 
adde more comfort to my ſoul, more true con- 

, tent to my deſires , than all theſe outward 
bleſſings , and I ſhall then account , and joy- 

. fully conieſs with thy Apoftle , that all thing: 
are but loſs, and dung, 1n compare of the rich- 
neſs of thy love in Chriſt Jeſus. 


For thoa , O bl:ſſed Saviour , art the bleſſed 
Fountain of cternall happineſs ; the joy of my 
heart, the triumph of my joy, the comfort of . my 
life , the ſafety of my body , the reft of my ſoul ; 
Tithout thee I am far worſe than nothing , and 
with thee 1 enjoy all things : for thou art un 16: 
Father , and in thee , and thouin me ; and it 
this bappy union us contained that fruition , 1s 
exzoyed that for ever-bleſſed viſton,sn which th: 
Jouls and bodies of thy Sams eternally delight 
themſclves. 

0 thou ſover azgn of my ſaules eternall comfort, 
how unworthy am 1 to enjoy thee, that have been {| 
tutherto, ſo much unmndfull of thee ? how #n- 

deſerving to behold thee wn thy glory , that am ſv 
. daily gualty of thy great diſhomour ? 
Lard raiſe my thoughts tv» immortality , and 
. fix my ſoul upon the love of ſweet eternity ; It 
my cheefeſt joy beg.ever to contemplate thee, who 
art my chefcft good. - iT 05 RO 

Pardon thoſe wretche# hours that have been | 
loſt mm ſearch of outward happineſs ; O make me 
to redeem themgby abandoning the. creature, and 
placing mine affeBtions wholly on the beauty of 
the great Creatour 5 expatiate my finfull' foul 
with daily meditations of my future joyes , that 

| 1 may 
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I my love thee more fervently , fear thee mu; c 
dutifully,defire thee more earneſtly,long for thee 
more heartily, embrace thee more fatthfully,and 
think of thee more joyfully , to my lives 2nd. 
Amen, | 


FI 


CHAP. 35. 
Upon unctriflianlike Dejeedneſs im Porerty, 


WHY doe I excruciatg my ſou! with ap- 
prehenſion of a ſeeming evill ? how un- 
worthy am I of this life , which I hold from 
thit God , whoml darc rot truſt ? will God 
feed me with the delicates of heaven , and not 
give me bread ? will he give me full draughrs 
of the rivers of his eternall pleaſures, and nor 
affor> me temporall refreſhments ? ſhall my 
death be precious in his eyes , and my life un- 
comfortable in mine-own ? can there be any 
evill, and the Lord hath not done jt ? ſhall he 
doe it , and ſhall I complain ? if poverty be 
evill in it ſelf, yet it is good for mez the evill of 
fin hath drawn upon me this eviil of puniſh- 


' ment ; ſo this evill is from nature , and the 


good from grace : By this afidtion Iam wean- 
ed from the wor!d , and made defirous of my 
heavenly home ; I am now put in mind , that 
my treaſure bcing there , my heart ſhould be 
there alſo ; I am now full aſſured  ( by my 
Patience and humility under this attliAion , 
and by the quict fruits of righteouſneſs it daily 


bringeth forth ia me ) that I am Gods child; 


that as I am now m:de partaker of my Saviours 
ſufferings ſo I ſhall be hereafter of his glory 3 
| that 
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that I part with earthly contentments, ro enjoy 
heavenly comforts. Lord , when thou lendeſt 
me thy ſtatf of conſolation, I fhall bz well able 
to endure thy rod of atifion 3; aithouvyh my 
body be worſe , I ſhall then find my ſoul ro be 
mach better , my preſent condition happy , my 
furure b'elcd. 

In what eſtate ſoeverI am , I wil! think that 
beit , becauſe thou ( Lord ) haſt put me there : 
it my calling be low , my acconnt will be the 
lefs 3 if I diſcharge rhis faithtully , I ſhall not 
loſe my reward. Thou, O Lord , looteſt not 
upon my greatneſs, but my goodneſs, my taith- 
fuineſs 1n thy ſ.rvice : A pin 1n thy materiall 
Temple was as uſefull as a ſtone 3 1f I be any 
ting in thy ſpirituall,it is enough ; yet let me 
not content my ſelf with —_—_ and inditferen- 
cy in heavenly bleſſings , but Jabour to ſupply 
mine outward wants by inward graces ; ſo ſhall 
this earthly bitterneſs be turned into ſpirituall 
ſweetneſs, and eternall blefſeduefs. 

Thou ( O Lord ) haſt alottel me my portion 
in this life , moſt agrceable to thy Divine Wiſ- 
dom:, moſt ſuitable to my frail condition ; and 
why take I then thought for to morrow 2? ſut- 
| ficient unto the day is the evill thereof : Thou 
alloweſt me Jawfull means for increaſing of it , 
thou forbiddeſt me repining thoughts to diſtruſt 
thee in it; Lord lct me firft ſeck rhy Kingdome, 
and the righteouſneſs thereof, and then I know 
afſuredly , that all things necdtu:l tor me ſhall 
be added to me. 


' 0 thou bleſſed Saviour of the world , who for 
my ſake wert willing to endure the ſcorn full po- 
erty 
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verty of this life , to' purchaſe my redemption ,, 
teach me by thine example, and for thy ſake , to 
und:rvalue all the glurious pomps of theſe en- 
ticing vanities , that thyugh my body be d:ſpiſed 
by the world , my finfull ſoul may be accepr:d 
with thee , and both ſoul and body may cternaly 
be happy where thou art. 

Lord , by how _ thy great ſufferings ) 
thou wert made the wilder for me , by ſo much 
( by thy rich mercy ) let thy love be ever dearcyr 
#0 me. 

0 give me graces ſuitable to all events ; let 
not proſperity puff me up,nur adverſity too much 
dejeft me ; but for thy mercy ſake, let happineſs 
in Chrift be all in all unto me 5; make me bumble 
in the one , paticnt in the other , thankfull in 
either , happy in both, 

Grant (Lord )that no ungodly care,or ſinful 
forrow,may diflturb me,but that Imay with wil- 
lingneſs j' and thankſulncſs , and joyfulneſs of 
heart , contentedly rely upon thee. 

Enrich my heart with heavenly thoughts, give 
me that better part which cannot be taken from 


me ; Lurd,what thou deniefft me of theſe outward 


comforts , make good unto me by thine inward 
mercies , that all theſe carthly things may work 
gogether to the beft to mine advantage , ſo ſhall 
my preſent poverty be an undoubied carneft of 
my future glory. Amen. 
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CHAP. 34 
Upon Sickneſs , and ungodly repining thereat, 


| S every goodeand perfedt gitt is from ab- 
ove, 10 is a!ſo every puniſhment tor in, 
by every proportion of ſorrow ; For miſcry 
cometh nut out of the duft , neither doth afflifiion 
' ſÞrring out of the earth, Tob 1.5, 6. That Divine 
Goodneſs, which wiſely and ifﬀfettionatcly dif- 
pOſeth all things to the good of his choſen , by 
his holy providence hath ſuited their degrees , 
I:mited their powers,and appointed their end; 
every pain in ſickneſle , every pang in death, 
have their juſt number , weight , and mea- 
ſure. | | 

It 15 the Lord,let him doe what he will ; no- 
thing can befall me , but by his Divine allow- 
ance 3 nothing ſhall diſmay-me , thar wy God 
Infligeth on me :-if my viſitation be grievous , 
I am ſure it 1s ſafe 3 For He chaſtiſeth m__ my 
profit , that I may be parigker of hu bolineſs. 

Bleſſed be that ſorrow which allureth me from 
fin, bleſſed be that miſery that inviteth me to 
mercy, I kiſs it, | embrace ir,and with humb!e- 
'neſs of heart, I joytuily and patiently ſubmit 
unto it - The Lord giveth, and t'e Lord taketh , 
bleſſed he the name of the Lord, lob 1.21. - 

{ humbly conteſs ( Lord ) that my great and 
grievous fins have moſt juſtly deſerved this 
great and grievous aMiction, that thou mighteit 
long fince have deprived me of my life,for de- 
priving ihee of thine honour 3; that I am molt 

unworthy af this thy gentle vifitaction, for I am 


fuil 


” Y 
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full of rottenneſs and corruption,and therefotu * 
can expet no othe but to be filPd with ſorrow 
and aHiQtion ; thou haſt given me a body for 
thy ſervice, bur I have defiled tit with fir and 
wickedaeſs 3 thou gaveit me a ſou! enrich2dq 
with thy heavenly graces , but I have deciaced it 
with unthankfulne(s and diſobedience 3 no fa- 
ealty of my ſou! , no member of my body , but 
are moſt impure,and finfull in thy fighr. Thou 
( O Lord ) knoweſt all my tooliſhneſs , and my 
taults are not hid from the: 3; thou ſeeſt how 
vainly I have miſ-ſpent my prctious time , how 
careleſly abuſed that continucd health which 
thou haſt given me 3 how ſeriouſly been bufied 
on the Creature , how wretchedly negletted 
thee the great Creatour, 
Thon haſt often weaned me from ſin, by thy 
bleſſed motions , by thy gracious admonttions, 


| by thy gentle viſitations, by a waſted body,and 


a wounded ſoul 3 and yet I ſtil! fin , without 
ceaſing,without ſorrowfng, without repenting 3 
ſach are my faults, ſo grievous mine offences , 
that I now bluth to name thoſe fins beforc thee, 
by which I have ſo ofrcr and ſo fooliſhly re- 
ber? againſt thee : and now after a!l this, all- 
though thou hat with laſting patience .waired 
my return, ard art inforced to withdcaw thy 


preſent m-rcy , yet thou art moved to beholel 
my preſent miſery; even 1n thy very wrath thou 
haſt compaſſion on me, Habac. 3. 2. while thou 
ſeemeſt ( by this preſent ſickneſs ) to withhold 
thy favour from me , thou gractoafly intendeſt, - 
by this blefſed means, to ſhew thy ſelf more 
lovingly unto me ; for , I know Lord, tht thy 
1udgements arc juſt , and that thou of verg faith- 


fulneſs 
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4 fulneſs baſt cauſed me to be troubled,Pſal.119.75; 

Therefore, Though thou killeft me, yet will I truft 
83 thee , lob 13.15. Though I walk through thc 
valley of the ſhadow of death, yet will I fear n» evill, 

* Pal. 23, 4. Behold Lord, Iam willingly , and 
joytully, and thankfully in thy hands, doe with 
me what thou wiltz if I live,I ſhall praiſe thze, . 
ifI dye( I traſt ) I ſhall goc hom? unto the, 
ant be for ever bleſ{24 with thee. 


Othou Fath:r 5f morcils , and God of all con- 
ſolations , bebo;d mo ry fack ſervant uith thine 
eye of prty ana :515v2/:on 5 0 remember not my 
former fins , bu: 5+: mercy upon me (0 Lord) 
and that ſoon, for 1 1m comes unto great cxtre» 
maty. ; . 

O Lord my God , I am troubled, I am bowed 
down greatly , I goe mourning all the day long; 
thyu writeſt bitter things againſt me,and makeſt 
mc poſſeſs the mniquities os youth , 0 let the 
feweetneſs of tky mercy.qualifie the ſharpneſs of 
thy Fatherly correBion,confider me,9 Lord,that 
1 am but duſt , full of frailizes and infirmmecs, 
forgive me for thy mercy ſake. 

Remember nut the ſinfull failings of my youth, 
but according to the richneſs of thy goudnejs , be 
thou mindfull of me. 

0 rightcous Father , look nos on the multituds 
and bainouſn:ſs of mine off:nces , bus look upon 
the bitter paſſion of thy bleſſed Son , he was 
wounded for my tranſgreſſions, he was broken for 
mine iniquitics, 0 by bu (Bl:{j5d) ftripes let my 
finfull ſoul be bealed. | 

Enable me to ſuffer thu thy gentle 11fttation, 
With that meckncſs , and contentedneſs of foul , 

that 


\ ah becometh thy child; and ſo bleſs it unto me, 
that it may bring forth in me the quict and the 
happy fruits of righteouſneſs , that it may drive 
my thoughts to immortality, and fix my ſoul upon 
eternity WL 

Bleſſed Lord,mny hope « in thee,my ſoul truſts 
eth in thee , and under the ſhadow of thy wings 
ſhall be my refuge,untill th miſery be overpaſt. 
0 Lord confidcr. my complaint, for I am brought 
very low. 

Let my preſent anguiſh more prevail with 
thee, to move thee to compaſſion, than my former 
fooliſhneſs , to fir thy wrath and indignation © 
0 enter not into judgement with thy ſervant ,, 
for nu fleſh i righteous #1 thy ſight. 

Lord, I cenfeſs my wickedneſs, and am ſorry 
for my fin ; for thy Names ſake , O Lord , be 
mercifull unto my fin , for it is great 5 my con» 
fuſion ts daily before me , and the ſhame of my 
face hath covered me ; my heart us diſquieted 
within me , and the fear of death is fallen upon 
me * Lord, I am thine , O ſave me for thy mercy 
ſake ; into thy hands Icommend my ſelf , for 
thou haft redeemed me , O Lord thou God of 
Truth. 

Forſake me not , 0 Lord my God, be not thou 


my ſalvation. O ſpare me , for thy mercy ſake , 
that I may recover my flrength , befnre 1 gos 
bence , and be no more ſcen. Amen. 


CHAP. 


| far from me, haſt thee 10 help me,0 Lord God of . 
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CHAP. | 35» 

: lit 
Tpon the miſery of life , and bleſſedneſs of | vi 
Death. fh 

fr 


; al a Pilgrim, and a Stranger here , as al! | m 
| fe Fathers were , I am wearied out with tra- || fc 
vell, and long to be at reſt ; I am lodgcd here, || o 
but with great coſt , and grecter «danger 5 this | b 
ſeeming ſweetnelle hath coſt me much true ſor- | 
row g many bitrer ſighs, and aking hearts, dii- Þ n 
tnarbance of body , diftration of ſoul; I have || e 
tought for help here below, bat can find none, || o 
no creatur2 on carth to relieve me , none to I & 
ſupport me3l have ſeen pleaſure to be tollygand F 1 
langhter madneſs, men of low degree to be va- | 1 
nity , of hizh degree a lye, their underſtanding 
- vain, their labours vain, their help much more || 3 
vain ; for who can ranſome the ſoul of his bro- || 1 
ther 3 ſurely man muſt let that alone for ever. | 
My ſubſtance 1s a meer ſhadow, and my rcſt Þ 
unquietneds ; I labour for ho!ineſs, but I can- F_ 
not attain it 3I ſearch for happineſs , but I can- 
not find 1t; the Devil} beguiles me of ir , the 
World allures me from itzyca (ſo ſad is my con- 
dition ) that mine own ſoul is azainſt mine own 
« contentment - Mine underſtanding coſcns me , 
mine ateGtions betray me,my mcmory forſaics 
me ; thoſe things which I would doc, I cannot, 
and I daily doe thoſe things which I wou!d not; 
all thatl am, all that I can be in this lite, 1s 
nothing clſe but cxtreme vanity. 

What ſhall I think of all this ? and wheres 
with ſhall I comtort me? by thy mercy, Lord, 
Cw I have 


— 
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T have found out one that can" relieve me z 
Thou ( Omy bleſfed Saviour ) art unto 'me 
life , and by thee death is unto me advantayes 
while my body ſleeps it ſhall reſt , and that relt 
ſhall be truly bleſſed ; I ſhatl reſt from labour , 
from ſorrow, from fin my ſleep ſhall be fafe , 
my viſion happy; while wy body fleepeth my 
ſonl ſha 1 awake 3 when my ſoul 1s uncloathef4 
of fleſh , and my fleſh of heauty,my ſpirit ſhall 
be made ready with the robes of glory 3 while 
my duſt is inſenſible , my ſpirit is intelligible 5 
mine eyes ſhall be then opened, and I ſhall ſee. 
even as I am ſeen, with purity, and p-rfe@zon 
of ſoul 3 no veil of nature ſhall obſcure me, no 
defet of organcs hinder me , no clouds of fin 
moleſt me 3 mine underſtanding ſhall be clear , 
mine affe@Qions pure,my memory perfect;I ſhall 
there be ſarisficd in beholding , raviſhed in it» 
joying,blefſed inreteining:norhing can be there 
wanting where I enjoy al! that was, that is g 
that is to. com2 3 where the happy humanity is 
cternally united to the bleſſed deity , where I 
am Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods.” O happy con- 
dition of my fintull body ; O bleifcd change of 
my 1mmortall ſou], the one 1s ſowen in corcup- 
tion that it may riſe to immorta;ity z the other 
layeth down corruption , to inherit glory35 
though I now leave it, I till long to enjoy it , 


' and joy -exceedingly' in longing for it , be- 


cauſe I know I ſhall tor evec be united to 
it. 

Burt wo ts me , even in this happineſs I am 
ſti!! miſerable , I have fonnd out my quiet, but 
I care not to enjoy it 3 death offers me a crown, 
and I refuſe to accept it 5 am I ſo ſenfleſs ro 
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2#c& mine own Oe, to rejoyce in la- 
hour , and complain of reſt ? whar doe I here 


any longer ? the world loves me not, nor I 1 It; 


why do I thus dote upon mine enemy? when jt 
frowns, it affiits me, whenit ſmiles,1it betrayes 
me ; there 1s otung 1n it but wearinefs 2nd 
milcry. 

_ Goout therefoce , O my ſoul, £o out cheer- 
fully , from thy priſon to thy palace » Godis 
thy father , and heaven thy.country 3 thou art 
here diſtreſſedly poor , and wretchedly nazed, 
bereaved o: © oraces,diſpoyled of goodneſs, thou 
haſt there much treaſure, and; of great price , 
a fair manſion, and a 200c ily heritage 3 3 Chriſt 
ha:h purchaſed 1t, and is gone betore to pre- 
pare it - Thou longeſt much 1n this life to be- 
hold that which thou never ſaweſt ; here are 
grezt. and glorious things prepared for thee , 


{uch as eye hath not ſeen , ear hath not hard, 


neither have cntred into th: hearr of man 
conceive; hew earncitly ſhouldſt thou long to 
Tec them? ? how much more earneſtly to enjoy 
chem ? how. wHlingly ſhould this make thee to 
expreſs thy ſelt with holy David , and ſay, 
My ſoul u athirſt for God , yea even for the living 
God , when ſhall I come and _ before the 
preſence of my God ? 

Alaſsmy ſoul , thou art here but groping in 
the dar: , daily ercing and miſtaking , hourly 
ſtumbling and falling into fin > into ſhame ,' in- 
to ſorrow; in great danger of the miſeries of 
life , 1n greater of the torments of cterna!l 
dcath. 

All that thou knoweſt-here is to know thy 
ſelt iguorant : Thou onely knoweſt things here 


by 


- fby their events , thou ſhalt there know 
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gaining this imperfeR, lame, and empty know- 
ledge,thou ſhalt there delight thy ſelf in know- 
ing all that is deſirable , by knowing him in 
whom are all rhe treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledye 3 theſe drops of tranſitory joyes are 
full of bitterneſs , thoſe rivers of etcrnall piea- 


Þ ſures, are derived from the fountain of eternall 


ſweetneſs ; thou haſt here vain pomp to, de:1ght 
thee, thou haſt there a far greater and more cx- 
czeding weight of glory to encompaſs thee; 
thou art here enthralled by the miſery of life , 
thou art there inlarged by the bleffedneſs ot 
death. 

Bleſſed Lord , allthis by grace I know , an 
faithfully believe 5 and yer by nature I am ſti!}- 
blind , and 1gnorant , unable ro diſcern , ur-: 
willing to dzfire thoſe bleiſed things which ace 
belonging to mine everlaſting peace ; but when 
thou ( in thy rich mercy ) ſhalr once open mine 
eyes, to ſee the beauty of my heavenly home , 
] ſhall then entirely love it , and unfeignediy 
long for it ; I ſhall then moſt willingly forſake 
theſe tottecing walls of my frail fleſh , to dwet ' 
with thee in perfea holineſs and endleſs hap- 
pineſs , that frailty may be ſwallowed up of 
immortality, and Immortality may be.imbraced 
by eternity. 


0 thou which wert , and art to come , who 
haſt ſweetned death by thy perfeft obedicnce:,and 
gerfumed the grave by thybleſſedſufferings,ſuffts 

me not in my laſt hour , for any pains of death , 
or terrors of hell , ty fall from the faſt buld of 
: s G 2 
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a true and-livcly faith in thy promiſes,ta loſe the 
urerout bopes of immortality. , and ſweet enjoy« 
nts of eternity. 

Lord let me thent ſay with thy bleſſed Apoſtle, 
That I know whom 1 have truſted , that be 
Will keep what 1 have dclivered to im , and 
reftore ut ſafely unto me at that day. 

Let me ſeriouſly conſider of the miſery af life, 
and blefſedneſs of death 5 acquaint me exery 
day with the remembrance of it , and bleſs me 


every bour with a defire untoit 5 that I may 


willingly uncloath my ſclf of fin and miſery , 
and joyfully be cloathed upon with «mmor- 
talitie. 

0 Lurd prepare me for that bleſſed hour, and 
in my greateſt weakneſs and extremity , even 
then when all the comforts of this wretched life 
ſhall fail me, Lord Feſus forſake me not, be not 
.thou far from me. 

0 give.onc then that inward joy , that bleſſed 
IVF of thy boly Spirit , that may ſupport 
and comfort me in all theterrors and amazements 
of this dark and unknown paſſage , in all the 
dreadfull accuſations of the devill , and mine 
0wn accuſing conſcience. 


Lord let thy bl:fſed Spirit then witneſs to my © 


: ſoul , that I am thy chi19 , that thay wilt purge 
' away all my droſs , and take away all my ſins ; 
that I am powerfully proteed hy thy grace,and 
ſhall aſſuredly be mad: partaker of thy glory. 


Amen, 


mm O CHAP. 
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| CHART 26: 


Upon the great Negleft of Opportunities in doing 
_ good unto the Saints. 


g 


Lord 6 

Hen I call to mind the richneſs, ard 

the larg:neſs of thy bounty towards 
me, I am much grieved at the*coldnefs , anil 
the carelefneſs of my aifetions towards thinc ; 
each -o5je& ot charity is an opportunity o£ 
m:rcy ; If I neglett 1,1 am unkind to thee my 
Saviour , cruel to my ret, bour , Injuriou; io 
mire vn ſoul.” | 

I am nor , Lord ,-but Steward of thine out- 

ward bl-ſlings, and it were now juſt with thee, 
' to call me to. a ftri& account : If any of thy 
Saints ſuffer , which thou f: acteſt unto me for 
relief, their ſafferings thuu wiit ſurely require 
at my hands : : as each cup ot col} warer which 
I have given in thy name, ſha ] vor loſe irs 
reward , ſo each farthing whi.h 1 ow unto thee 
in thy members, wili aflurcd!y require its CVEr- 
laſting puiſhment. 

I have been too carefully ſo' tcitous' for the 
things of this life , too carztly neg11geur of the. 
treaſ1ires in that to come : I hve head many 
wayestodeprive my ſel. of my preſ:nr comfort, 


' of my future happineſs 5 when my talenrt- hath 


b:en large, I have had no leiſure , wt en little , 
no ability to works o: mercy. The pretent ne- 
ceſſities o thy Saints have becn daily neglect-: 
ed , upon the faiſe pretence of future oppor- 
tunities 3 and thoſe future opportunities again 

3 put 
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pyt off by the dilatory plea of mine own pre» 
ſent neceſſities. : Thus. have I long kept my 
ſelc ina circulation of ſelf-couzenage , and 
have ſo lived here as 1f I were never to go 
hence, and were utterly ignorant for what cauſe 
I came hither. 

From whence 1s this my great 'neglet of cha» 
rity towards my brethren,but from my greater 
want of love ro rhee my God ,, and from 
whence my diſobedience ro thy prec2pts , but 
trom mine unbclieſ of thy promiſes ? Thou 
biddeſt-me Give ; and haſt promiſed it ſha'l 
be given unto me , good mcaſure, ſhaken toge- 
ther » pretied down,and running over, Luke 6. 

33. Thou commandett me not to be weary in 
wall doing , and haſt promiſed , that in due 
tim? Iſhall reap , 1f I faint not , Ephbeſ. 6. g. 
It I did belceve the one , I ſhould 96 per- 
jiorm rhe other ; and whoſe word ſhall I take 
( Lord Y1i1I dare to queſtion thine? All thy 
bieiſed promiſes are Yea and Amen, the begin 
ing ſweer,gthe end certain; as thou haſt a bottle 
for my tears , and a bag for my tranſgreſſions , 
ſo thou haſt alſo a book tor min2 Almſ deeds , 
« Afts , 10. 4, Not on2 of them ſhall be forgot- 
ten , bur even the very leait of them ſhall be 
oraciouſly accepted , glorioutly rewarded; not 
for my work ſaxe bur tor thy promiſe ſ{aktc,not 
for mn&own ſake , bur for my Saviours ſaxe : 
Lord I can merit nothing at thy Lands but by 
thize own mzrcy. 

And now Lord , let m2 examine , What 1 
have gained,by my want of charity. I have ex- 
changed Heaven to enjoy carth , I have parred 

with thee my Saviour , in whom are al the 
| treaſurcs 
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treaſures that are true and eternall , for rhe 


pre * . Sas he 2b? 

Ks very baſeſt part of earth', which ts vain ard'u;- 
and certain 3 I have loſt thoſe bleſſed opportuni;ies 

O 80 of doing zoo which can never be re. a!led,on;l 

2uſe 19g2ther with them , thoſe rewards o* thine , 

which ſhall nzver be enjoyei!. I have offence 

chi. | | thee my God , grieved thy Saints, burdenc | 

ater) mine own conſcience , and bcen an utter enciy 

; to- mine cwn ſalvation. 

rom -rihg : | | 

bus As my affetions have been frozen towards 6- 

hou} thers,ſo have I juſtly ſound rhe gifts and graces 


hat) ofithy holy Spirit , decaying daily 1n mine 
ef own ſoul ; my love cold to thy law , mine ears 
deaf to thy precexyts , my mouth dumb to thy 
praifes; my faith deatl to thy promiſes,my hope 
fainting , my zeal languiſhing , my joy periſh- 
o| ing. Theſe are the ſad and ſure etfedsof want 
of charity ,- the beginning ſinfull , the progreſs 
| *dangerous, tte end deſperate. 


= - Lord,ifthoſe heavenly ſpirits , whoſe very 
in. 4 names import their ardency of love to thy glo- , 
tle} ry, are yet found cold enough i thy fighr, with. 
5s, what horror and confuſion of face , will thoſe 
s, wretched ſouls appear betore thee , who: have 
\r-| | not been ſo much as lukewarm an thy ſervice? 

he | By thy grace ( Lord) I will there.ore hence- 
ot forth make a Godly imprqvycment of a!l future 
ot opportunities of doing good 3 whatſuever thine 
y allowance 15 unto me , of theſe outward blcſ- 
y ſings, I wi!l dedicate ſome due proportion ot , 


it unto works of mercy 3 and cheerſu:ly , and 
I thankfully , truſt thee my God with the ſuſ- 
tentawon of my body , upon whote bleffed . 
q protedion, I ſafely relie for the eter1. all pre- 
6 ſervation of my ſoul. 

| G 4 My 
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my heart, my haud , my tongue, mine aftfons, 
ſhall be aiiwales/ ready to relieve the necefſi- 
rics, to profnote the good of rhy children ; and 
as this happy reſolurton hath had its beginning 
trom thy gracc, ſo ſhall its aim be wholly at thy ' 
, Blary- 


Bleſſed Lord , 

Such 1 thy grativus goudneſſe unto thine , 
that thou even preventeſt them with thy bleſſings ; 
while they call upon thee thou art ready to 
anſwer , and before they ſpcak wunts thee thou 
art willing to hear. F 

Lord , | am thy child , and am therefore bold 
to crave a bleſſing of thee , and what is now 
more ſuitable to my neceſſities , than the ſweet 
infuſion of thy boly Spirit? for I now find (to my 


grief of heart ) that the forein heat of the plea- 
ſures and profits of thit life , have extrafted ' 
from me the inward beat of my defires and long © 
ings for thy bleſſed preſence 5 the adventitious 


beat of the love of thi"world bath quite con- 
ſumed in me the naturall beat of my zeal to thy 
kingdom. 

Lord , kindle in me thoſe decaying Farks of 
thy grace , that they may. now grow up to 4 


bright flame uf fervent affc ions to thy glory ,. 


and thy childycns good. 

Teach me tu know that godlineſſe u great 
gain , and that the trueft treaſures are thoſe 
_ are layd up with thee in thy Ryng- 

ont 
" Lord, pardon my negl:@s of holy duties; for- 
give my deadnefſe , and my dulneſſe unto works 
of mercy ; repair my ſinfull breaches. by thy 

; : preſent 
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preſent graces : O let the fervour of my future 
charity become a pleaſing ſacrifice to expiate my 
former miſery ; to reconcile. my. ſoul ( in Chriſt ) 
ro endlcſs mercy. Amen. 
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Opon the deceitfulneſs of the heart in the perfors + 


mance of boly duties. 
\ T Othing is more common amonglit Chriſti - 
ans *han to be delud«<d by the ſhew of holy 
ations; the heart of man 4s deceitrull atove 
al) things , who can know it ? holy pzrfor- 
mances are ufual'y accompanied with hell: 
remptations 3 when the S:.1p of our ſoules 15 
uader ſail , and hath the freſheſt way tor hea- 
ve1, we have then moiſt need ro look to our 
ſtcera,e , to have an cyeto the compaſs and 
land-mars. ge 
Which of oar holy dafies ( which are the 


ſhips we ſayl in to the port ot happineſs ) have 


not their rocks to ſplit upon , o: Remoracs to 
hi.d r th:m, or croſs winds to-divert them, or 
leaks to ſing them , or tcas to overwhelm them? 
when we arrive at any ſmali meaſurc ot good- 
neſs', we many rimes reſt 11 it , ard grow ſe- 
Cure upoll lr { 47 Brace Carry Us Gi :arrher 4 Vic 


are tvo apt to belezve that we- are fir better 
than vur neizhbours » thar we are }i.h'y in” 
Gods favour , and cannot but deſcrve' his- 


fatherly protection, hw libera!l remngeration ; 


and ſo by. this ſecret intinuation' of pride jn - 
our hearts, wee have folly in our liands, finnc - 


1n our mines , and ſhame in our ations. 
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That prayer is very rare , tht is not ſick of 
ſome diſtemper ; that charity very pure, that 
£.n admit of no miſtates, and that performance 
very perſe@, that is not ſoyled with ſome filth 
of wickedneſs : How willing are our thoughts 
to wander in our prayers?how cold and careleſ; 
are we.in them'? and how remiſs 1n the perfor- 
mance of them ? where is that conſtancy , that 
fervency , that holy importunity of ſpirit that 
is required of us in this holy exerciſe? which of 
us can, truly ſay, that ( throughout the whole 
- courſe of his whole life hitherto )he ever put up 
one prayer nnto Almighty God , that was not 
cumbred with diftracted thoughts, that needed 
not a preſent pardon ? I tremble at mine own, | 
and grieve at othecs failings ( O et my ſevereſt 
enſures of my brothers ſins,be aſſured ſiyns of 
my beſt love ) How far are ve (even the very 
belt pf us ) from that purity , aud perieftion ot 
ſou! which becometh this holy duty ? and yer 
how ready are we , even the very worſt of us, 
to beleeve our ſelves ſuffigjently holy, aſſured- 
ly happy ? " ; 

We content our ſelves uſuilly with the very 
ſhels, and husks , and outfides of Religion; 
with ſhews and ſhadows of devotion 3. with cu- 
ſtomary, cold prayers ; intermitted, undigeſted 
re:dings 3 carclefs, inconfiderate meditations 3 
 hypocrital',pharifaical faſtings 3 popular Almſ- 
deeds , having one!y the ſhew of godlineſs, but 
d:nying the power thereof: All theſe,and what- 
ſoever elſe are like to theſegare odious to God, 
abhomi:able to good ntcn,and moſt deſtruRtive 
to:their ſouls that arc deluded by them. 

When, by the ſweet aſſiſtance of the heaven- 

, ly 
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ly goodneſs , and gentle breathings of his 
bletſed Spirit , we are drawing nearcr to our 
haven 3 when the aguiſh diſtempers of th- ſoul 
are abatcd , and her native and radicall h:at is 
grown ſtrong and vigorous 3 when the ferver.- 
cie of our zeal is a rich evidence of the lives 
Imeſs of our faith , of the certainty- of our 
hope , of the perfe&ion of our charity 3 when 
our affeCtions are inflamed with Gods love, 
and our ations aim onely at his glory';3 when 


'we are grown up«to that happy ſtate of grace 
PPY 3 


that our conſciences'are purc , our'reſo!uttons 
ood'y -, our: converſ:tions m.b'amable 3 a!- 
though wee dare not then propoſe theſe: |-afe 
and by-reſpets , theſe outward aims, unto our 
ſelves , yer how cunring'y and cloſ:ly will 
corruptionsfieal: in upon us,even 1n theſe very 


bleiſed ats of grace ? T nis 1s too tru!yprovec, ' 


too ſadly experienced 5 even by the . very 
beſt of Chriſtians : Lord (in thy rich mercic ) 


' pive us eyes to diſcern it hearts to avoyd 


hs I : 
How often may we fird pride in our hut1- 


li:y ; luſt in our deſires ot chaſtity , our 0" , 


private ends tn our. propoſals of Gods puiy- 
lique 1:tereſt ? when we bear a pyrt amongſt the 
niourners 0: Syon , when we are cilt down for 
ſome humane trailty , wee preſently conceive 
high'y of our own holineſs , and very mewn y 
of-others in their rejartons unto. happiucts 5 
while we tave ſought to become betrer , bythe 


propoſa!l of ſome itrict rules, to preſerve chc.- 


"oy 
1 - ry 


ftity , have we not many times became Wor 
by poylſoning thoſe very defires by ' unclean 


thoughts, and uncleaner- ations ? How many - 
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wile they have ſtucerceiy aimed ar Gods glory, 
by the holy propoſal!,and happy performance of 
ſome reall good,for the benefit of his children, 
have becn ſccretly ſurpriſed with the by-end of 
their own deſcrved pruife ? Lord , how readily, 
have I now met with mine own fins,to thy great 
glory ,a..d mine own deſerved ſhame?I williugiy 
conteſs , that I am gui.ty of all. this , and in- 
finitely more thin this 3 even theſe very lines 
are witneſſes aga:nſt me , of my ſecret corrupti- 
ons; Olet this my furrowfull. confeilion pur» 
chaſe for me thy free and tull remiſſion, thit 
thou mayſt have the glory , I the comtort, of. 
theſe weak endeavours. 


And now Lord, ſcemg I am thus impurc,and * 
finfull in mine own eyes, even imthe very beſt of 
my performances , how loathſome muſt I needs 
appear m thy fight , who art Purity it ſelf , and 
wy not behold in1quity ! Bleſſed Lord, as thou 
haſt given me the light of thy VVord to diſcover 
me unto my ſelf , ſo give me alſo the ſword of 
thy Spirit , to deliver me from my ſelf, 

Deliv:r me,0 Lord, from the evill man ,from." 
mine own ſecret corruption , and unknown 
a#bominations., 

«Although I am unto mine own ſoul both ru- 
anc and deſtruftion,yert let my bleſſed Saviour be 
unto me ſafety and ſalvation. | 

Search my heart (0 Lord) and try my reins; 
0 let no baſe and by-refpetts inbahit there , to 
rob thee of thine honour ; no falſe and vam 
re#þ. &s, to cheat me of my preſent bolineſs, and 
future happineſs. 

Pardon and paſs by the ſecret and unknown 
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errours of my fanfull life, ſuppreſs the great diſ- 
turbances of my corrupt aff; ttions,although they 
.many times prevail -againft me, yet let thy ſaving 
grace (.Lurd.) be ſufficient for me. 

Lord make me pur-ly and entirely holy;let me 
love bolineſs,neither for fear of thy puniſhments 
nor. for hope of. thy rewards , but for thy ſake 
onely ( 0-my Gd) who art bolineſs it ſelf. Let 

. me never. think my felf holy enough , but forget 

' all thoſe holy ations which are paſt , and preſs 
hard forward towards the mark , for the rich 
price of the high calling in Chrift Feſus. 

Lord crown my boly defires with bappy per- 
formances , and bl-ſſ:d perſeverance that at the 

' end of my race I may receive the end of my hopes 
the ſalvation of my pretious ſoul, and that for bis- 
ſake, and perjeB holineſs, by whom 1 truſt theſe 

f weak and finfull endeavours »f mine , ſhall be 
graciouſly accepted , and faithfully rewarded. 
Amen. 


C AP. 38. 


Upon the unrulineſs of the Tongue , with neceſſary 


. cautiwns to reſtram it. 


Lord , 


HY ſervant David is ſaid to be a man' 

after thine own heart, and yet I find him 
ſetting a watch before his lips,that he-rmghr not 
offend with his tongue: if ſucha choſen veſſel as 
he had ſo much need of circumſpection , what 


holy cautions had I reed ro uſe, whar ftridt rules - 


to obſerve, who am ſo far trom Davi#s purity, . 


ſa 


, £ F- OY % 


Er INE” 


© -144. TheSinner's Teats. 


ſo far ( Lord ) from being at union, with thee 3 


thatTI am even enmity it ſelf againſt thee. 

In vain had ho'y David ſet a watch before his 
lips., unlefs he had firſt ſer a guard upon h's 
heart 3 where the fountain 1s impure,the ſtreams 
can never be wholſome'; 1f the heart be full of 
ſinfull corruption, the tongue will ſoon overflow 
with corrupt and-finfull communication. 

Lord, I need zone other proof of this poinr, 


than mine own ſinfull failings; how often have [ 


provoke thee to anger, and diſpleaſure apainit 
me, by that uſuall, but myſt fearfu!! fn of 
ſwearing ? of which , with ſhame and ſorrow [ 
confeſs, my younger years were ſa:lly guilty ; 
ſince when, tim? and experience having acdc 
more light to my mind , but thou ( O Lord) c- 
ſpecially more grace to my hearr,w; en] would 
have left it , to my great griet I could not; ai.d 
had not that thy ſaving and preventing” grace 
reſtrained my depraved nature , this fin hai 
douty'efs been a ſad memoriall ro my grave : 
ſuch 1s the power of fin once grown habitual! O 
let my forrowfull confeſſion be the readers uſe- 
full inſtruction, t:.at thou maylt have the glory, 
I the ſhame of my miſ-doing 
Lord,lI have often finned againſt thee by my 
wretched violation of the truth, in envious de- 
trations from the pood of my neighbour, vain- 
glorious aggravatiuns of mine own alilitics, 
cenforious taxations of my brethrens jinfirmt- 
ties ,,indulgent diminutions of mine own 1nt- 
quities. _. 
[ have often. grieved thy.Good Spicirgby which 


. thou haft ſealed m2 up uato the day ot redem- 


ption,by my vain and 1dle communacatzons, .by 
f my 


# 
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my raſh and finfull exprobations , by my weak 
and froward objurgations , to the great diſ- 
honour of thee my God, to the contiruall grief 
of thy Saints, to the ſad diſturbance of my 
ſelt. 

All this ( to my hearts grief ) have I ofteri 
done, and by all this I may now plainly ſee, 
how mach -I have hitherto been the ſervant of 
ſin , and Satan , how great an enemy to thy 
glory , and to the good of mine own ſoul : But 
now, Lord, by thine affiſtance, my ſpeciall care 
ſhall henceforth be, to a!low my ſelf no liberty 
of ſ-eech , but what is aiming at Eternity 5 if 
my heart be heavenly , my words will be gra- 
cious , my ations holy , mine end happy and 
that all this may be ſo indeed ( by thy grace 
Lord) I will obſerve with carefulneſs,and con- 
ſtancy , theſe following cautions. 

1, Before I ſpeak , I will conſider, that I am 
'in thy bleſſed preſence,that what 1s once ſpoken 
can-never be recalled, but is recordel for etcr- 
nity. 

£ T hat each idle. word muſt be accounted 
for, and that my whole life hitherto hath been 
: little elſe but vain and empty diſcourſe, tend- 
ing much to, thy diſhonor,the hurt of my neigh 
bour , and ( without mercy in Chriſt ) the de- 
ſtruftion of my own ſoul. 

3. Thar there 1s no truer teſtimony of a 
graceleſs heart , than a licenctous tongue 3 that 
1f I be not holy in my diſcourſe, I can never be 
happy in mine actions. 

4. Thar =p ofliblc for thoſe prayers to 
be pleaſing to God , which are offered up with 
that ſinfull member, that is ſo A 
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2 fiied with evill and corrupt communications a» 
monyſt men. 
\ 5. Thar it I make a mock at Chriſtianity R 
. by - having onely a form of godlineſs in mne 
outward ad&ions, bur denying the power there- 
. of in my uſuall converfation , God will one 
day pay me home , by ſhewing me the riche © 
neſs of his ſuffering, but denying me the bene 
' firs thereof , and the tweet enjoyments therc- 
By. _ - | 
ff That without holinefſe no man ſhall ſec 
the Lord; ad that ſuch as is my common , 
and moſt accuſtomed «diſcourſe in my life , 
I-may wel! ear will be my laſt, and moſt un. 
| comtorra le expreſfions ar my death. 

7. Unto al this I wil ade the ſhortneſſe , 
miſery , and uncertainty oi a ſinfull 1ife ; the 
horrour and amazement of a- wretched death ; 
the exrr2mi'y aud eternity of rorments atter 
d-ath Lord, when my heart is thus guard- 
ed by thy grace , my lipsI traſt will be ever 
open to thy praiſe. 


Blefſ:d God, R 
If thy holy Angel! durſt:not give railing ac- 
cuſations againſt the dewill ; if thy Saints in 
patience poſſ” ſſe theiir own ſuules , and their 
ſpeeches be ſeaſoned with ſalt , adminiſtring 
grace to the bearts of the hearers ; if thou the 
_ bleſs 'd Saviour of the world , when thau wert 
reviled,reviledft not again,but as a lamb before 
the ſh:arcrs ſo openedfi. thou .mot thy mouth , 
with what comfort can I neW appetr be fors 
thee , with what confidence expe a bleſſing 
from thee ? © : | 
GE” With . 
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E With grief and ſorrow I confeſſe , that my 
| heart hath evey b:cn full of corruption , and 
naughtneſſe , my mouth full of curſing and 
bitterneſſe , my daily diſcourſe full of folly and 
uncleanneſſe , the whole courſe of my life full of 
miſcry and wickednefſe. 
0 that my head were water , and mine cyes a 
fountain of tears , that I might weep day and 

; night ( that I might mourn continually ) for 

meine own and others fins. 

. Lord purific my heart,and reAifie my tongue, 
that both may be acctpted of thee , and now aud 
ever graciouſly directed by thee.” y 

Lord, I acknowledge my faults, and my fin 

. #6 ever before nr , O let the ſorrowfull remem»- 
branes of my fins invite thee to a ſweet rememe- 
brance uf thy mercies , that thou mayeſt haze 

1 tþe.'praife ; and 1 the comfort of thy gracious 

,” _ pardon, | 

Lord ket my b-art be inflamed with thy love, 
and my mouth filled with thy praiſe, that 1 may 
ſacrifice my ſoul unto thes , that I may ſanBifi 
my foul before thee ,, by d:vout thoughts , by 

| gracious words, and godly aftions, that ſo I may 

| with joyfulneſſe and thankfulneſſe appear in thy 

Sight , not onely all the day long , but even all 

my life long , that thou ( my God ) mayft be 
glorifi:d , thy Saints delighted , and my finfult 
ſoul eternally comfurted. Amen. 
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CHAP. 39. 


Upon holy revenge for ſin , with motives and 
. encouragements thereunto; 


Lord , 


: Haveever been too apt to revenge the ſmal- 

eſt. injuries offered unto me by others, in 
rejation to mine outward condition , and to 
remiſs in that holy revenge of rhoſe great an( 
uſutferable wrongs , which I daily and hourly 
obtrude upon m:ne own ſout ; this plainly 
ſheweth me to have bcen too much ſavou- ing 
of fleſh and blood , too litthe mindfull of thy 
kingdom , and the righteouſneſ, thereof: That 
ſoul which 1s truly ſenſible of 1ts own injury , 
will ( by thy grace ) be, dayly minding dt its 


own redreſſe ; ard that finrer which 1s unca- 


pable of ſlight offences, will in time become in- 
ſcnſible of greater. 

My greateſt enemies are thoſe of mine own 
houſhold| : The world may allure me,, the de- 
vill perſwade me , but it is mine own falſe 
heart alone that betrayes me , and-mine own 
corrupt nature that enſlaves me ': my greamki 
care ſhall therefore be , ro bend. my ſtrongeſt 
force againſt mine own corruptions 3.to- labour 
much to ſubdue mine affeRtions, and to take 
an holy revenge upon my finfull ations 3 not 
to ſatisfie thy juſtice , but ro implore thy mer- 
cic,that I may thereby truly manifeſt my perfedt 


hatred againſt fin , and the ſincerity ot my foul 


to thy ſervice. - 
There nced none other mo:ives to invite me 
to 
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tothis holy duty , than the wofull breaches 
fin hath daily made in my ſoul, ſuch as ( witk= 
out mercy ) will never be repaired; this is too 


 fadly proved by the ſenſible decay of goodneſſe 


and the too powerfull growth of unzodlinefſe 


| In my corrupt heartzas it is eafie for that Caſtle 


to ſtand a cloſe ſiege , that is well fortified , 
man'd and vittualled , fo 1s it poſſible for 
that Fort to hold out long which makerth no 


_ reſiſtance, 


Lord , as mine own ſpiritual! ruins have ht- 
th:rto been cauſed by mine own negles,ſo (by 
thy gracious aſfiſtance ) mine own repairs ſhall 
be begun, and finiſhed , by my preſent deſires , 
and. future endeavours. That time which I 
have” loſt by former careleſneſſe , and cold- 


neſſe in Religion , TI will endeavour to re-: 


deem by holy vigilance , and Chriftian forti- 


tude ;z and that I may fincerely be what I in- 


tend , with willingneſs of hearr, I offer up this 
ſolemn Vow unto thze : Lord , as this holy 
motion came from thy heavenly Spirit , ſo 


. enable me to the performance of it , by thy 


grace , to thy glory , and my ſoules eternall 
comfort, 

I vow my ſelf a ſerious and profeſſed enemy 
to all ungodlinefſe 3 no finfull thought ſhall 
ſurpriſe me without a forrowfull ſigh ; no un- 
gracious word paſs me without a ſulden re- 
traftation , and devout confeſſion ; no wicked 
action defile me without a fincere and godly 
humiliation 3 unto each meaſure of fin I will 
allow adve meaſtre of ſorrow 3 thofe fins that 
tave been reigning over me, ſhall at ſet houres 
be conſtantly revenged by.me 3 and as On 
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” hath bcen a dcep ſharer in my ſinnes,fo it ſhall | 


alſo-be a dayly ſharer in my ſufferings : Lwill 
at ſer ſeaſons deny my ſeif ſomewhat of theſe 
outward enjoyments ( which thou L6rd 1n 
mercy haſt a!lowed me) as a true ſign of my 


true ſorrow for that ſintall exceſs which I have 


too-often raken without thine allowance, T hoſe 
finfull houres which have been vainly loſt in 
idleneflg and emptineſſe , ſhall be willingly 
redeemed in a conltant obſervariofty of reli- 
g10us duties 5 no day ſhall pafſe me whthout 2 
ſolemn and dcvout task of devotion , no hour 
withuut ſome ſweet ejaculation : And when at 
any time the troubles and diſturbances of ths 
frail lite ſhall deny. me happy opportunities for 
theſe heavenly performances ,, what 1- wanting 
in att ſhail be marſe op 1n deſire 3 which thou , 
Lord, I truſt-wilc. gracioufly accept , and look 
- oa as dune , becaulc 'taithtnliy incen- 
CC. . ; 


0 thou irfanitely wiſe , and for ever bleſſed 
being , that art truly and cternally happy, 
without the ſinfull ſervice of thy creature , and 
yet cammandeſt us tos ſerve thee for our own 
ſakes , that we alſo may be happy m thee ; thou 
that loves not a falſe and fickle heart , nor de- 
— sn th: ſacrifice of fooles , give me 
a wiſe and underſtanding heart, that I may ſe- 
riouſly conſider of this ſacred Vow ;, give me 4 
conflant and religious beart , that I may chear- 
fully perform what I have faithfully promiſed 3 


grve me a broken and a contrite heart , that t 


may. bitterly bewwail what I have fooliſhly neg- 
kitd ;, that thy great name may be glorified , 
h my 
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my ſinfull life amended, my conſcience quieted, 


«Angels rejoyced , and my ſoul and body eters 
nally ſaved in the great and dreadfull day of 
the Lord TFeſus , to whom with thee , 0 

. bleffed Father , and thine holy Spirit , be all 
poſſible praiſe, and honour, and glory, now and 
for ever, Amen. 


CH AF. a 


Upon the bleſſed condition of Gods Saimts 
with motives and encouragements untu God- 
linefs. 


Lord, 


( Rloſe up theſe imperfet lines ) as I be- 

1 gan with that beau: y of holineffe , which 
. thou ti;y felf art , and is eſſentially contained 

in thee , ſo my ſoules defire 1s to end with 
that ble:Tedneſſe , which we thy Saints enjoy , 
even in this vale of miſery , and is eternally de- 
'rived from thee 5 thar ſo I may begin, and end 
with thee , who art the beginning and end of 
thy creature , that I may lead rhy ſervants 
from rhe purc fountain of true holineſle, to the 
ſweet ſtreames ot inward happinelie , wherein 
we may ſecurely bath our weary: ſoules in 
reſt and quietneſſe, untill rhy gracious” good- 
nefſe ſha!l condud us home , unto the tull fru1- 
tion of thoſe: joyfull rivers, of thine endlefle 
plcaſure. 

I am no ſooner . entred upon this; bleſſed 
ſearch, but I find my ſoul raviſhed with admi- 
ration ar the greainefſe,with apprehenſion of rhe 

goodaneſlc , 
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ey ſpirit comforted, thy Saints delighted , thine. 
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=” 20odnefſe , with contemplation of the freeneſſe 
= of thy love and favour towards me. I ſee thee 
= thegreat andGlorious God of heaven and eartk, 


$3 +837 6 
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from all eternity , out of thine own gracious 
goodneſſe , without all poſſibility in me (when 
I was not ) either of deſiring , or deſerving 
this ineſtimaPle love of thine, eleQing me in 
Chriſt (of whom thou hadſt no necd from whom 
thou couldſt rec:ive no benefit ) unto holy- 
neſlſe and happineſſe in this life, and unto bleſ- 
ſcdneſſe in that to come; and as I find this love 
of thine to be purely,fimply, admirably and e- 


'terna'ly great, ſo is it alſo truly , neceffarily , 


ſufficiently and permai.ently good. 

If it were not truly goodl, it cauld never 
make me truly happy 3 it not necefſaryſgond, 
I might then enjoy happinelſe withe 3 if 
not ſufficiently good , my happineſſe enjoyed 


by it.could not afford me ſatisfaQion in it 5 if. 


not permanently good , what TI enjoy in ſatis* 


faRion, I may want mn perfe@ion, by beirig ſud- 
, dainly removed from it. But thou, O Lord , 


haſt graciouſly afforded me all theſe degrees of 
happinefſe , that I might be truly and ecernally 
happy , that I might be happy in thee , becauſe 
there is no attainning happineſſe but by thee , 


. that I may be'happy in ſoul,and happy 1n body, 


happy 1n life, and happy in death, happy here, 
and izappy hercatter. 
- Thou, O my bleffed Saviour , artCſwecter 
unto me than all ſweetnefſe ; thou art that 
bleſſed All-ſufficiency , by which I am both 
fully,and for ever ſatisfied?thou art my ſafe re- 
poſe,my inviolable peacegmy rich reit,my ſafc- 
ty in life, my comfort in death, my glory after 
dcath. 
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death. By thy patient ſufferings , I am more ® 
than conqueror of ſin , of ſorrow, of death, of . 
hell 3 by tiny glorious reſurre&1on I have afſu- 
red hope of immortality 3 by thy blefſcd aſcen- 
tion, of cternall glory 3 by the one thou haſt 
powerfully de*:nded me againſt the rage and 
malice of deviis , by the other thou haſt graci- 
ouſly exalted me in thy bleffed union with 
me above the nature oi Angels 3 thy peace 
thou haſt left with me , thy peace thou haſt 
oiven unto me, even that blefſed peace of con- 
ſcience which the wor.d cannot taxe from me , 
and that eternity of peace with thee: in thy 
Kingdom, which thou Lord in thy rich mercy 
haſt prepared for me. Othat I might now loſe 
my ſelfvith contemplation of thine erdlciſe 
love , that T might be raviſhed into extafic , 
with apprehenſion of my preſent ſafety , of my 
future glory 3 that all my taculties of ſoul 
mipht be bur one entire and pleaſing faccific2 
of thankfulneſſe unto thee that as thou ( O my 
Saviour ) and the Father are one, ſo I miy be 
on? with thee,to magnifie thy gracious preſence 
here; and to be for ever where thou art here» 
after , to ſce thy great glory , and enjoy mine 
own endlefle felicity. 

From this for ever bleſſed fountain of eternal! 
happineſs doe plentifully flow thoſe pleaſant 
ſtreams of comfort, to the ſMils and bodics of 
the Saints,even in this life,by which they are ſe- 
curely quieted,ard joytully contented,even in 
the very worſt of times , which either mans 
malice , or the Devils cruelty , can ſtudy to 14- 
flict upon them if they receive injuries, they 
return prayers , they cntertain them with a _ 
Frey 
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=” her forgive them, for they know not what they: doe, 


Luk. 23. 34. and Lord lay not thi fin to their 
charge , AR 7. 60. And fo while they loſe outs 
wardly,they gain inwardly(& godlineſs 1s great 
gain) for by patience they poſſeſs their own 
ſouls. 
T heir courage is undaunted, for The righteous 
# bold as a Lion , able to encounter the fierceit 
afidtiongready rowith(tand the ſtrongeff temp- 
ration 3 1t the World frown.upon them , they 
can cheariully ſay , and faithfully believe, that 
«A ſmall thing which the. righteous hath , # better 
than great riches of the ungodly , Pſal. 37.16. if it 
. ſmile, thatThey then account all things but loſs and 
dung in compare of Chriſt Feſus; it outward bleſ- 
ſings be preſent , they are humble undes them, 
and thankfull for them 3 if abſent , They can pa- 
ticntly tarry for the Lord, for they know he u their 
belp,Pſal. 33- 14. and that No good thing will he 
zithold from them that love bim , Pal. 34.10. if 
ſickneſs ſeize upon them, The Lord # about their 
bed , and about their path , and ſpicth out all their 
234tc3 (their wajes of fin, and their waies of ſor- 
row) yea , He maketh their beds in therr ſickneſs, 
(by eaſe to their bodics,comforr to their ſouls; ) 
if famine threaten them , they have God's pro- 
mite to maintain them, For the eye of the Lord us 
upon them that fear him,and upon all thoſethat put 
ther truft zn bu nmrcy , to deliver their ſouls ow 
dearth and to feed them in the time of ſecurity,Pſ. 
33+ 17, 18. if ſudden danger. approach them , 
they have heavenly ſuccour tro defend them, for 
The Angell of the Lord tarricth about all them that 
fear him, io deliver them , yea even Death it ſelf 
is an advantaye to them,and therefore no wa _ 
able 
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able to affright them , for Precio in rhe fight of 
the Lord u the death of bis Saints ; and therc.ore, 
Though the Lord kill them , yet will they truſt in 
hins , Tob. 13. 15. Lord , if thy mercy be thus 
ereat unto me , while I am yer in my finfull 
fleſh, how uuſpeakable ſhall I find thy love, 
when my body is become ſptritual , my joy c- 
ternall ? ' 

From th-ſe outward enjoyments,may well be 
derived their inward contentments,but by their 
inward refreſhments 15 enjoyed that incompara- 
ble, 1nconceivable, unutterable ſweetneſs , that 
bleffed peace of God,and joy in the holy Ghoſt, 
which paſſeth all our underſtanding , God*s 
holy Spirit witneſſing with their Spirits , that 
they are his childcen , and moſt pretious in his 


ſight., and they are nov fully perſuad2d ,, with 


his bleſſed Apoſtle,thar Nezther Death,nor Life, 


nor Angels , nor Principalities , nor Powers, nor 
fthings preſent , nor things to come , nor height, 10s 
depth., nor any other Creature , ſhall be ever abl: 
to ſeparate them from th: love of God which # in 
Chriſt Feſus our Lord , Rom. 8. 37, 38. 

How full of ſolid comtort is this bleſſed at- 
Furance ? how are our ſouls raviſhed with ap- 
prehenſion of the ſweetneſs of our preſent com- 
torts , of the fulneſs of our future joyes ? theſe 
bleſſed earneſts of that ever bleffed Spirit, are 
the faithful pledges of his future embraces, far 
above the reach of Malice to diſturb, or De- 


. vill to deſtroy: Hence it is thar our faith is pre- 


cious,our hope lively,our jJoyglorious,our lives 
ſafe, our deaths bleſſed , and from tence ariſe 
thoſe many and thoſe rich endowments of the 
Saints , their zcal burning, _ love ——_ 

tuil', 
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full , tacir defires carneft , therr longings 1r:f2- 
tia-e,their petitions for cnjoyings importunare: 
Lard,what canlI detire more of thee,than what 
I cn;oy trom thee ? I have thy mercy without 
me2,and thy mercy within me, thy mercy in life, 
and thy mercy im death , thy mercy from the 
b-ginning,thy mercy to the end, and rhy mercy 
wiithour er.d, I am even crowned and encoms 
pailed with mercy 5 O let me now ſay with holy 
Darid, I will allwates give thanks unto the Lord, 
and hu praiſe ſhall be ever in my mouth,Pſal.34.1. 
Let me not onely praiſe thee my ſelf, but (with 
him alſo ) invite others to praiſe thee, O praiſe 
the Lord with me (a'lye his Saints ) and let 
rmagnific his name together, Pſal. 34. 3. 0 taft and 
ſee how gracious the Lord us , bleſſed ts that man 
which putteth his truſt in'bthm. Be glad,0 yee righ- 
tcyus , and iejoyce in the Lord , and be joyfull all 
wee that are true of beart, Pal. 32. 12. 

And now, Lord, having had a taſt of the 
ſweetneſs of thy Saints happincſs on earth , I 
willingly forfake all ro follow them I have too 
lonz been (traytng 1n the ſtrange paſtures of im- 
picty , and am now joytfully deſirous to be led 
home to thy fold, that I may tecd in the green 
and freſh paſtures of thy ſacred precepts , and 
(rink freely of thoſe waters of comfort in thy 
bleiſed promiſes,that I may ſo, drink that I may 
never thirtt,but be fully ſati;fied with thy grace 
\n this lite , with thy, glory in that to come 3 Q 
let this eyill world neither allure me-ro its vas 
nities , nar betray me from -thy mexcies , but as 
thou haſt overcome the world for me,ſo(by thy 
grace afſiting)ir may be alſo overcome by me : 
Thou haſt indecd-rold me , that I ſhall mourn 

in 
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in it,but my mourning ſhall be turned into joy, 
and that my joy ſhall no man take trom me; 
Lord I believe , help my unbeliefe ; I embrace 
thy croſs , I deſpiſe the ſhame , for that glory 
which 1s ſet before mc, of which I have a ſafe aſ- - 
ſurance by the bleſſed earneſt of thy holy Sp icit 
in me : To thee 0 Father,Son, and holy Spirit, one . 
eternall, infinite jncomprehenſibls, and ever bleſſes 
Goodneſs,be all poſſible praiſe, bonour and glory,now: 


4nd for ever. Amen. b 


0 thou great God , who haſt tender bowel of 
compaſſions,and multitudes of mercies for us mt- 
ſerable fanners,who art not eaſy to be provoked , 
but ever ready to forgive , who ſuffereſt not thy 
whole diſpleaſure to ariſe againſt us but even in 
thy very judgements remembreſt mercy , and art 
then moved with th: (ight of our miſery , have 
mercy upon me a great and grievous ſinner, 

Lord I have ſinned, T have tranſgreſſed,T have 
done fooliſhly in departing from thy judgements* 
But richtcouſneſs belongeth unto thee ( 0 Lord) 
and unto me ſhame and confuſion of face; 0 lt 
thy bowels of compaſſiuns remuve out thy ſight my 
multitudes of tranſgreſſwns,that I may now af - 
on befarc thee with a joyfull beart , and bapoy 

oul, 

Let thy words be ſaveeter to me than the hons 
and the hony comb (than the vampleaſures,and 
falſe profits of thus life ) 0 let my chiefeſt joy be 
in thy ſervice my greateſt delight to walk im thy 
waies , and all falſe waxes ( of pollution and 
uncleanneſs ) let me utterly abbor. 

Give me that inward peace, that quictneſs of 
conſcience ,which the word cannot take from me, 

| EE that 
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that when I am aflifted by it, I may not be cons 


demned with it. 
Lord let me faithfully believe, and graciouſly 


improve the conſtancy of thy love , 4 the worlds 


great unconſtancy , the richneſs of thy mercy m 
thu wretched ages miſery. : 

0 that my eye might drop without ceafing,that 
my heart might break forth into complaints, and 
my ſoul be melted into ſorrows, for mine own and 
others fins , that haze occaſuoned theſe heavy 


_ judgements , theſe ſad complainings of thy pes- 


le, 
Lord,as I have been a great and grievous fin- 
ner among ft them, ſo let me be a conſtant and a 
truc mourncr for them ; as thou haſt beheld us 


 finning,ſo now alſo behold us ſorrowing, that ac 


eur fins bave provoked thee to anger, ſo our tears 
may move thee to compaſſion ,that thy mercy may 
be magnified , our mijeries relieved, our ſorrows 
camforted, 

0 let not theſe bitter aggrarvations of thy jud. 
gements extort from 1s the leaf v1 of 1m- 
patience? nor beget im us the leaſt degree of diſ- 
truft ; let us nenher complain. of thy juftice, mr 
deſpair of thy mercy,but quietly and thankfully 
rely upon thee , and in thy bleſſed bour enjoy a 
fect inlargement by thee. | 

Lord pity the forlorn condition of thy ſuns and 
daughters in affiionrepair their outward loſſes 
by thine inward graces, that what is wanting to 
them of . theſe earthly comforts , may be abun« 
dantly ſupplied in thy beavenly joges. 

Forgive the great difturbers of the peate of thu 
thy Sion, Lord, their eyes, that they may ſe: 
how much they have erred from thy waies; Lord 


ſanlific 
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ſanBifie their hearts , that they may ſpeedily re- 
turn unto thee, and be for ever graciouſly accep- 
ted of thee,0 that thou wouldſt give us one heart, 
and one voyce, that we might ſerve bee without 
ccafing, that we may be all truly kumt1cd before 
thee , and truly joyfull ia thee, 

Reſtore me (for thy rich mercy ſake) unto that 


bleſſed union of Love which # th: bund of Peace; 


that as thou our God art one 3 fo thy diſtreſſed 
Church may be one, thy divided people one,thecir 
wiſhes and defires,their prayers and tears, their 
aftions and endeavours one , fur thy glory.,, the 
Churches ſafety,and ihe Nations happin: ſs Thaz 


we may have peace with thee our Cod , peace 


With our enemespeace avith ory own fouls, ard 
everlaſiing peace with thee in thy Ayjngdome.” 
Amen, 


- 
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= A comfortable . 
PRAYER 
to. bee uſed at. the 

point of death by 

the Viſitors of the 
Sick, 


za Eternall-, Almighty, moſt 
S mercifull-, and: for eyer 
| bleſſed Lord'Ged of Heaven 
F and Earth'; wee thy poor , 
# and moſt unworthy creatu- 
DS 22> WF res, miſerable anddiſtreſſed 
ſinners , in all humility of -heart , and de- 
jeRedneſs of ſpirit, are here proſtrate before 
thee': Lord , we confeſſe that weare ut- 
terly unworthy to approach thy 'glorious 
preſence ; bleſſed God , we are confounded 
' and aſhamed to lift up our ſinfalleyes unto 
thee , whoſe gracious goodneſſe we have 
ſo much neglected , whoſe patience -and 
long-ſuffering ſo long abuſed , whoſe anger 
and indignation ſo juſtly provoked , whoſe 
| H 4 wrath 


= AP rajer. * | eg 
” wrath ond fury ſo wretchedly deſerved. ' 
Lord, we are heavy laden with the burden | 
of our ſinnes , and thou alone art able to 
relieveus , to thee therefore we addreſle our 
 Gnfull ſouls for mercy and forgiveneſſe : O 
thou that art the bleſſed Shepheard- of our 
errins ſoules, that cameſt into the World to 
ſeek ,and to fave thoſe that are loſt , have 
mercy upon us : O thou that haſt eſpouſed 
us unto thy ſelf , and haſt given us thy love, 
have mercy.upon us ; O thou that calleſt us 
- to come nimo thee, and embraceſt us when 
we are come , receive-our prayers. Lord 
give us prepared hearts to meet thee in this 


' Holy duty ;| Quicken our benithmed (oules 
with holy fervencie , that ourdeyotionAny 
aſcend unto thy gracious: preſence. Lord 
thou haſt promifed to be neat unto all thoſe 
which call upon thee , with ſincerity , and 
faithfuldgeſſe of heart , for thy bleſſed promi- 
ſe ſake , we moſt humbly beſeech thee, let 
our humiliations be'comfortable , our pray- 

ers acceptable, | 
In full afſfurance of the ſweetneſfe of thy 
mercy towards us , wee are now bold to 
become Pttitioners unto the for this thy ſick 
ſervant, who'e life is drawing near unto the 
grave: Bleſſed Lord God , it-is thou that 
killeft , and makeſtalive, that bringefſt down 
to hell. and raiſcſt up again, we moſt meekly 
4 1% beſeech 
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<a nM Prayer __. 
* beſeech thee'therefore , for thy rich and ten- + * 
} derlove fake to thine EleR; to mitigate that 
bitter curſe which thou haſt l-yd upon us all 
in Adam: Lord look upon his affliction and 
his travail , and forgive him all his ſinnes : 
) givehim ſure patience to endure with meek- 
nefs whatſoever thou art pleaſed to infli& 
upon him ,; Lord lay no more upon his feeble 
body, than thou ſhalt make him able for to 
bear ; impoſeno more upon his wounded © 
ſpirit, than thou in mercy ſhalt ſupport him - 
under: Forſake him not, O Lord our God , 
be not thon far fromhim ; let him remember 
that chis chaſtiſement of thine , is common ' 
to thy deareſt children , thatchou hideſt thy 
face from him but for a ſmal! moment, but . 
with everlaſting CT” wilt have - 
mercy on him.” | 
Lord, ſetle and compoſe his thoughtsfor 
thy Kingdom ; let no diſturbance of this life - 
diſtra& thoſe bleſſed medications , which : 
invite the weary ſoul to-reſt and uieineſle, | 
let him now ſee, and joyfuily beleve, thar : 
thou wilt order all theſe outward things to 
| thine own glory, and the good of thoſe that 
have relation to him ; let bim freely forgive - 
all injuries-on earth , and heartily defire to 
meet his greateſt enemies in heaven . O ler? 
his ſoul be now tranſported with the ſweer- - 
neſſe of thy love-, and frvour towards him, . 


Hr: '5 + Lord . 


og Tord qualifie this bitter potion., which thy 
| tiolyprovidence hathalotted to him, ſet him 


now remember , that the ſufferings of this 
preſent l:fe , are not worthy of that glory 
which ſhall be ( ſuddainly ) revealed in him , 
and when the outward man is drawing nea- 
reſt to its diſſolution , Lord Jeſus ſtrengthen, 
and rejoyce the inward man with comforc 
and aſſured confidence of thy ſalvation, 

To th's end (O Lord) we moſt humbly 
beſeech thee,to illuminate his underſtanding, 
that he may ſee the ſadneſſe of his own.con- 
dicion in himſelf, that he may deny and. ut- 
cerly abhor himſelf, that he may diſclame 
all finfull confidence in his own ations, and 


endeavours , and wholly caſt himſelf.upon 


the righteouſneſſe. of him ,_in whom alone 
thy wrath is fully ſatisfied. Lord give him a 
ſerious and a true remorſe of conſcience. for 
his many , and his great offences , Lord Jeſus 
grant that they may not now appear unto 
the terror and amazement of his {infull ſoul : 
O let him now remember thar ic is thy pre- 
cious blood which purgeth him from all ini- 
quitie , that thou ( O bleſſed Saviour ) art 
become unto him righteouſneſſe , and. holi- 
neſſs , and ſanRificatian -, and redemption. 
Lord comfort and aſliſt him in this laſt, and 
greateſt tryall of his faith :; And becauſe the 
ſealibie detay of. bis. infirm body , and the 


violent - 
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violentdiſturbance of his ſickneſſe , wil no 


ſuffer him to call upon thee with digeſted- ** 7 


nefle of mind , and quietnefle of” ſpirit , we 


therefore humbly pray thee, to ſuſtein and 


comfort him , even in his greateſt wea kneffe 
and extremity, Bleſſed God , let the for- 
rowfull ſighing of thy fick priſoner now come 


before thee: O let thy bleſſed Spirit , which 


- infirmities, forgive his iniquities : Lord puree . 


% 


is in him, put-up humble ſupplications to the 
Fatherfor him : O ſatisfie him with thy mer. 
cy , and that ſoon : Let thoſe happy ſighs 
and groans , which cannot be exprefled be- 
come a pleaſing ſacrifice of thankfulneſſe to 
thee , and a ſweet favour. of eternall reſt ro 
his departing ſoul.” ED 

O thou thac art the God of power, rroreR 
him fromthe fury of thatroaring Lion, who 
is now ſeeking to devour him : O thou thar 
art the bleſſed Saviour 0! the f(infull world , 
compaſſionate his fraiities, commiſeraze'h:5 


him by thy precious bloud cloath him with 
thine own righteouſneſſe , inrich him with 
thy bleſſed merits , and plead them to thy 
Father for him, O thou holy and for ever 
bleſſed Spirit-, who arc the pure fountzin 6 
eternall love , be preſent with him, relieve, 
and comfort him in all theſe bitter pangs «of 


bislaſt hour , indue hinm-wich _— 
ae BbE-- 4 
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and cheerfulneſſero-leave this tra}: 


; A Prayer. 
and trown him with eternity of joyes in that 
to come. | 
And now, O Lord, we come unto thee for 
our ſelves , who are here at this time upon 
our ſinfull knees before thee , Lord open our 
eyes, that we may ſeriouſly conſider of that 
laſt, and ſolemn hour of our departure : Lord 
fanRife our hearts , that while we -are en- 
compaſſed with ſinfull eſh,, we may lament 
our ofcen failings; and infirmities , and every 
day be.more and more deſirous to goe home 


ro thee ., who art the God of ſpirits.- Lord 


give .us grace , that we may walk ſoberly, 
and righteouſly , and holily , as becometh 
thy children, that at the reſurreRion of the 


juſt , our ſoules and bodies may enjoy the 


bleſſed conſummation of their endleſle hap- 
pineſſe” Lord hear our prayers, and let our 
* cries came unto thee, for thy name-ſake, for 
thy promiſe ſake, for thy bleſſed Sons ſake. 
Amen.  ' 


SEEEESABESESM 
The Concluſion. | 


Ps Lord God , by whiſe onely mexcy 
1 have finiſhed this imperfet® Work, 
as I began it by thy gooaneſſe , ſo I deſire 
to end it with thy praiſe ;, Lord accept of 
it , and gracionſly afford thy bleſſing to it : 
Let not the weakneſſe and the ſinfulneſſe of 
me the Inſtrument , be the Readers diſcon- 
ragement , but give glory and honour to 
thee the Agent ;, for of thee , and through 
thee , and to thee are all things , to thee be 
praiſe for ever. Amen, F 


SOLI DEO GLORIA:. 
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For the comfort and aſ- 


Glance of thoſe that are. 


ready to depart this life ,. T 
have hereunto added the dying 
Confeſſion of Mr. Anthony Sadler, 
Miniſter of Gods Wcrd , at 
Weft-Thorock in Eſſex, of 
which I was an Ear- 
witneſs, 


Obitt vicehmo die Maii., Anno 1643, \ 


T HE Lord hath laid a gracious , and 
a gentle viſitation on me , | doe acknow 
ledge ( with athankfull heart ). that 
this weakneſs of body , this languiſhing of 
nature theſe painful! daies and nights . are 
from him : For miſery cometh not outof the 
| duſt, neither doth aMiRion ſpringour of the 
earthy , 7ob 5. 6. Ah.( my friends ) little doe 
men think how much the great diſturbances of 
ſpcckneſs . how much the pains and infir mities of 
a decaying body, diſtratt theſe bleſſed thoughts, 
thoſe ſweet and happy meditations , which the 
troubled ſoul defores ; T be ſpirit i _— 
| at: 


Gat the fleſh is weak, ; Lord Feſus ferengthen 
* the inward man ,; and lay no more upon. this 
finfull body , than thou ( in mercy ) ſhalt enable 
31 to bear. | 

Tam now verily perſwaded , that God hath 
purpoſed to determine my aaies , his bleſſed will 
be done , even ſo Lord feſus come quickly. 

He that looketh into his life paſt , that ranſa- 
keth his ſonl , aud calleth to minde the finfull 
failings of his youth , will finae it very hard, 
and difficult , ro make his calling aud elefion 


ſure : I have earneſtly deſired to leave no corner © 


of my ſoul unſearcht , and 1 finde my ſelf to be 
a very great and wretched ſinner I have con» 
mitted grievous ſinnes , very grievous ſinnes , 
ſuch finnes as are not\ fit to be named before 
God's Saints , 1 have examined my ſoul by 
each particular Commandment , and 1 finde 
my ſelf guilty of the breach of all , and that in 
an high manner , eſpecially confidering that 
weighty Fanttion God's providence hath called 
me unto: T have art onely ſinned againſt mine 
own ſoul , but aga.nſt the ſoulcs of others too, 
when I have corrupted by my ill example , and 
that very often. And nov , when I lyk port 
the glaſſe of the Law , and there ſee mine one 
vildneſſe , T finde Gods juſtice , and mine own 
deſerts, even ready to ſurpriſe , and caſt me 


down into the netherm:ſt hell , and that moſt - 


righteoxfly., . 


BY. 5 
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now come to lay hold upon the promiſes , bat 
how ? not without repentance , not preſumingly ;; 
T apply them not in a germ , but particular 
way ; 1 doe not onely believe that Chrift Jeſus 
came into the ryorld to ſave ſinners , but T be- 


lieve alſo that he died for my finnes , and roſe 


again for my juſtification : — God hath 
promiſed ( and all his promiſes. are Tea and 
Amen ) that he will not forſake thiſe which 
trifft in hins , »2ay be hath bound himſelf unto it 
by an oath , by t\vo immutable things which 
cannot fail , his Truth, and his Holineſſe 
Heb. 6. 18. and God hath (aid, That he which 
confeſſeth and forſaketh his finnes , ſhall finde 
mercy, 1 Joh. 1. 9. 1 acknowledge them ——— 
I confeſſe them I am grieved for them 
1 forſake them I abhorre them= 
what ſhould I doe more ——— 
Theſe pauſes Cod requireth net more of me and 
were ſupp:icd ; 
with tears, Jet for all this I cannot find my 
ſelf aſſured of his favour , me- 
thinkes this ſorrow 1s not ſo hearty as it ought 
tobe, and yet I know , and ſtedfaftly believe , 
that if God did nit work with me, this ſorrow 
could not be , and where he worketh , there can 
be mothing wanting , 1 k:ow that the moſt righ- 
teous man alive cannot perform this work ſo 
perfefty as he onght , and therefore I believe 
that he which # aſcended np on high , hath-done 
14 
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” yt for mein that fall and ample manney , which 


is able to appeaſe his Father's wrath ; and 1 
now traſt , that by his perfeCt obedience this im- 
perfett worke of mine ſhall find a gracious ac- 
ceptation, T his 1s my hope , aud this my beliefe. 

. Nay Tcangee yet alitte further', to flreng- 


* then my aſſurance , that my peace is made with 


Gea ; I every day , and every hyre , doe pray 
unto my Saviour to intercede his Fathey for me; 
and if I implore him , he will intercede his Fa- 
ther ; and if he intercede his Father , he cannot 
be denied. | | 

O my Ged , impute my finnes to him , traus- 


 ferrehis righteouſneſſe to me , and then [ know 


1 fall appear a glorious ſonl before thee. 
Amen, i 
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